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Once again
Hoover stu-
dents will be

facing the
loss of sev-
eral educa-
tors and
staff mem-
bers. Of those
leaving thisyear, Mrs. Peg Garlock isthe
only onewho hasworked in North Can-
ton City Schoolsfor her entire career.

Garlock will retirein June. Joining her
areMrs. Cathy Breting, Mr. Rick Hiegl,
Mrs. Tina Johnson, and Mr. Lucien
Wagner. Athletic Director Joe Eaton is
alsoretiring, and Ms. Wesley Holmesis
moving to Bowling Green.

For Garlock, it has been easy to stay
at Hoover for the past three decades.

“l come in everyday and we all get
along. It makesit easy to cometo work,”
she said. “I guess I’ve been real lucky
too because we've had principals that
understand the role of guidance counse-
lor and they let us do our job.”

Infulfilling her role, she hasbeen able
to watch many students work through
their struggles, agratifying experience.

“It's always rewarding to feel like
you've had some part in [their improve-
ment].”

Garlock was not alwaysamember of
the high school guidance team. She
worked in elementary guidance and also
taught elementary school for five years.

Garlock has served as department
chair snce 1988. However, Garlock never
had to apply for the position.

“I"'veworked 35 yearsand |’ ve never
been through ajob interview,”

The superintendent offered her ajob
in North Canton and she was hired as
the department chair after the previous
chair passed away. She has held the po-
sition ever since.

Retirement or not, Garlock hardly has
any intentions of slowing down. She
lovestennisand working in her yard and
would like to volunteer for a host of or-
ganizations.

Even with all her plans, Garlock ad-
mitsshewill missher work at Hoover.

“We have a terrific guidance depart-
ment with dedicated secretaries and
counselors who really care about kids.
They come in and work hard from the
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minute they walk in the door. It's great
when you work with professionals that
taketheir job very seriously.”

— Lindsy Wise

Even though he will enjoy his
retirement, Hiegl has enjoyed hiscareer.
“It wasfun to play for 30 years.”

— Christine Adams

MR. RICK HIEGL

Career decisions aren’'t always made
with an adult mindset.

“I'mtill akid at heart,” explainsMr.
Rick Hiegl, asto why he choseto teach.
“And [history] was a subject | really
enjoyed.”

Hiegl graduated from Kent State
University and was hired by North
Canton City Schoolsin 1973. Hetaught
at North Canton Middle School until
1992, when he cameto teach in the socia
studies department at Hoover High
School.

Hiegl has“ dabbled” in areasof social
studies, such as Ohio history and U.S.
Government. However, the majority of
his career was spent teaching his
favorite, U.S. history.

MR. LUCIEN WAGNER

With 20 years of teaching English,
German, and French at Hoover, Mr.
Lucien Wagner is practically alegacy.

Wagner moved from Luxembourg to
America in 1970 to pursue a career in
either economics or teaching. While
working as an extension agent through
Ohio State University, he landed a full-

EPLANNING AHEAD. Mrs. Peg Garlock
discusses scheduling with freshman
Lindsey Schaub. Garlock, who is retir-
ing in June, has counseled students for
35 years.

CHRIS CAULEY

Mrs. Johnson Mr. Mrs. Breting

Wagner Mr. Hiegl

Looking back at hisyears of teaching,
Hiegl will never forget what he has
learned from his students: patience,
humility and honesty.

“All the great qualities you pick up
from students you carry on for the rest
of your life,” hesaid. “I don’t know how
you can not gain those from 30 years.”

Although his retirement is right
around the corner, Hiegl hasnot had time
to consider long-term plans.

“1’ve been too busy trying to get this
chapter finished!” he said.

However, Hiegl doesknow that heand
hiswife Barbarawill travel extensively.
and hope to be able to visit their son,
who teaches and coachesin Cincinnati.

timeteaching position at Hoover and has
never looked back.

“l enjoy being a teacher and never
regret choosing it as a career,” Wagner
said. “When | got the chance to come
here, | jumped at the opportunity.”

Wagner’s students look at his class
as a place not only to learn French or
German, but also to expect somefun.

“From singing in German, to putting
on German plays, Mr. Wagner’s class
awayshad something different to offer,”
said former German student Carissa
Patton.

Wagner may be eager to give up
writing lesson plans and grading papers,
but notes that he will miss political



Seven teachers say goodbye

discussions with students.

“l love to listen to the opinions of
intelligent students,” Wagner said.

He planson eventually finding apart-
timejob, but iscurrently looking forward
to taking it easy and catching up on
reading.

“It will be sad to see him leave, but |
think he will enjoy finally being able to
relax,” Patton said.

— Caitlin Sampsel

MRS. TINA JOHNSON

After 30 yearsin education, Mrs. Tina
Johnson will retire from her position at
Hoover as a biology teacher.

Johnson originally hoped to become
a medical technologist when she
attended Bowling Green State University.
However, eight hours in a lab brought
about the realization that she was too
“people-oriented” to beconfinedinalab
room. She then decided to switch her
major to education.

After 19 years in Akron Public
Schools, two years in the Alliance City
Schools, and nine years at Hoover,
Johnson will retire with aspirations of
working as a college professor.

“My plans for the future are to work
part-timein acollege position,” Johnson
said.

Johnson admits that her fellow staff
members will be missed greatly and
cannot be replaced.

“Thestaff here at Hoover High School
isavery caring and dedicated staff,” she
said. “We' ve become quite close...I'll
missthe camaraderie.”

As her years at Hoover come to a
close, Johnson reveals a piece of advice
to her students.

“North Canton is the best school
system in the county,” she said. “Take
advantage of the opportunities
available.”

-Lindsay Milhoan

MRS. CATHY BRETING

Although she actually retired in June
of 2002, Mrs. Cathy Breting continued
to teach during the summer. For over 30
years, shetaught life skillsto special edu-
cation students.

“I enjoyed seeing their successes
throughout high school,” Breting said.

During retirement, Breting says she

has been “watching grandkids and see-
ing theworld.”

The Bretings have a summer lake
house overlooking L ake Mohawk, where
Mrs. Breting plans to continue her hob-
bies of boating and water-skiing.

MS. WESLEY HOLMES

Ms.Wesley Holmes is leaving North
Canton to return to Bowling Green
“where my family is, and maybe to get
into [graduate] school...or law school,”
she said.

During her year here, Holmes taught
World Studies, Psychology/Sociology,
and PLAN classes and her students have
nothing but good thingsto say about her.

“She has a readlly uplifting attitude,

which makesthe classroom abetter learn-
ing environment,” said Seth Ricks, a
freshman in Holmes' first period World
Studies class.

While she has unforgettable moments
from each of her classes, a certain Psy-
chology/Sociology class will always be
remembered.

“An experience with piesin my 11
hour classissomething | don’t think any-
body will forget,” Holmessaid.

—Stewy Moore

Eaton ends an era

After serving 18 years as the athlet-
ics director for North Canton City
Schools, Mr. Joe Eaton has decided it's
timeto moveon.

The 2002 Ohio Athletic Administra-
tor of the Year announced his plan to
retirefromthepositioninApril. Heplans
to devote his time to playing golf after
this school year is finished.

Eaton taught and coached basketball
at St. Thomas Aquinas for eight years
and at Louisvillefor one before coming
to Hoover. He has worked here for 24
years, siX as a vocational teacher prior
to taking the job as athletics director.

According to Eaton, being athletics
director istime consuming; it is not out
of the ordinary to have 14-hour work-
days.

“Most people don’t know all of the

responsihility that you have with this
job,” Eaton said. “You're responsible
for the coaches, athletes, booster clubs
and the overall opportunity of an ath-
letic program.”

Senior Curt Lukenswill miss Eaton
because of his dedication to improve
the sports programs.

“Mr. Eaton is agreat guy to talk to
and really cares about the athletes,”
Lukenssaid.

Freshman Caroline Giammarco will
miss Eaton’s dedication to the commu-
nity.

“He has been loyal to North Canton
for 24 years,” Giammarco said.

Eaton will remember most the sup-
port from the community, the dedica-
tion from the coaches and the commit-
ment from the athletes at Hoover.

He said the future
athleticsdirector should
“ appreciate the opportu-
nity to work in an envi-
ronment that is very
positive, enthusiastic
and professional.”

— Merritt Woods
EWINNING YEARS. Mr.
Joe Eaton stands next
to an awards case that
holds some of the tro-
phies received while
he was at Hoover.
Eaton will retire in June
after 18 years as ath-
letics director.
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Playing Doctor:
Students to participate in Academy

By Stephanie Larkin
Staff Writer

Emergencies, blood, births. These
terms aren’t usually heard during a nor-
mal school day, but for some students
thiswill betheir reality.

Beginning next year, eight students
from Hoover will betraveling to Aultman
Hospital four days aweek to participate
in the Aultman Hoover Academy. Stu-
dentswill spend two hourseach day from
Monday through Thursday learning
more about thefield of medicine and get-
ting ahands-on view of what lifeislike
ina hospital.

Begun this past year by Aultman Hos-
pital and Jackson High School, the pro-
gram is now open to Hoover students
with astrong background in English, sci-
ence, and math. Studentswith a GPA of
92% unweighted or 3.5 weighted were
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eligibletojoin. Recommendationsfrom
teachers and essays also had to be com-
pleted to qualify. Among the 29 students
who applied, the eight accepted were
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SRR
CNO0se 02~

Hannah Ronning, Christine Vogel gesang,
Emanuel Chryssos, Theo Rogers, Melanie
Thompson, Kelsie Phillips, Beth Motter
and Laura Detore.

“It will be an extremely demanding
program. We looked for students who
can participate and still maintain their
grades,” said Mrs. Peg Deibel, a super-
visor for the Academy.

“We are going to make sure we set a
high standard,” she said.

Students will spend Mondays and
Tuesdays in classrooms taking notes on
various medical departments and prac-
tices, rotating fields of study every two
weeks. On Wednesdays and Thursdays
the students will shadow an individual
who works in that certain department.
This will rotate every five weeks. Stu-
dents will visit pharmacies, blood labs,
neonatal facilities, maternity wards, di-
eticians, occupational therapists,
and the human resource depart-
ment, among other things. In past
years, studentsfrom Jackson High
School have witnessed a child be-
ing born and have watched a sur-
gery being performed.

Junior Theo Rogers hopes to
get alot out of the Academy.

“1’veawaysknown | wanted to
be a doctor and | don’'t have any
ideawhat area | want to go into,”
hesaid. “Now | canfind out what
| really want to doandif | wanttodoit at
al”

Although the studentswill learn alot
from the experience, some sacrificeshad

NO WAITING -
START ANY DAY

A-AWARD DRIVING SCHOOL

SAVE WITH THIS AD TE EN S

SUMMER SPECIAL
1 WEEK CLASSROOM COMPLETION
MORNING OR EVENING CLASSES

330-492-4033

IN THE BELDEN VILLAGE TOWER

.Ias

4450 Belden Village St.
N. Canton ° Suite 402
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tobemade. Not only will participantsbe
away from friends for more than half of
each day, but they did not have enough
timetofit in many classesthey hoped to
take.

Junior Hannah Ronning realizes this
problem.

“1 was really looking forward to tak-
ing Sci-Fi, but now | can focus on some-
thing | really like, rather than taking
classesjust to fill up my schedule,” she
said.

Junior Christine Vogelgesang be-
lievesthe program will be worth taking,
despite the sacrifices.

“In some ways, [next year] won't be
likeareal senior year. | had to pick and
choose between some things, but this
will be an experience | won't be able to
do anywhere else,” she said.

Students will receive one science
credit and one English credit, asthey will
be taking English classes every Friday
when not at Aultman. These classeswill
include instruction by Mrs. Peggy Sav-
age, Mrs. Peg Deibel, and Mrs. Flo
Rankin on technical writing used in the
medical field aswell ashealth related fic-
tion and non-fiction literature. Mr. Joe
Martino will be assisting the students
with sciencerelated study. Studentswill
also be required to write a research pa-
per at the end of the year on a health
related topic. Itisrecommended that the
students take Anatomy and Physiology
aswell, even though they will already be
earning one science credit.

Allinall, the participantsarelooking
forward to it being an educational expe-
rience.

“Hopefully thiswill help me narrow
my options down. | hope to meet new
people within the field who can inspire
and encouragemeinmy decisions,” said
Ronning.

Deibel believesthiswill be a benefi-
cial experiencefor al the students.

“Thiswill provideaninsidelook at all
the workings that they won't get in an
internship or residence,” she said. “It's
been a lot of fun building a new class
and getting it ready for the students. It
will bealot of fun.”



State science success

Hoover students return with awards, schol

By Hannah Ronning
Staff Writer

When most people hear the words
Science Fair, they are reminded of their
middle school science days. However,
for some Hoover students, Science Fair
has extended far beyond the classroom.

Recently, six Hoover students com-
peted in the annual Ohio State Science
Day, heldin Columbus.

Students Julie Bellissimo, Kavita
Betkerur, AllahnaEsber, Krystal Henning,
Matt Ricciardi and Scott Weisel all re-
ceived superior ratings. Hoover High
School also received theHarold C. Shaw
Outstanding School Award for having
every member from the school receivea
superior.

Ricciardi, ajunior, entered the Science
Fair because he thought it would be a
good opportunity to further his knowl-
edgeinthefield of science.

“l have an interest in science and
wanted to be able to show my project
and get good feedback from actual
people in science professions,” he said.

Ricciardi felt that the fair was agood
experience and would help in thefuture.
In addition to experience, he also re-

ceived several awards. The awards in-
cluded the Ohio State University Biologi-
cal Sciences Scholarship for $500, the
American Public Works Association
Ohio Chapter Award that includes a$500
bond, acertificate, aplaque and the Gov-
ernorsAward for Excellencein Water Re-
sources Research including aplague and
an “Ohio Water Titans” book.

Bellissmo, also ajunior, was awarded
a%$10,000 scholarship per year to the Col-
lege of Wooster that isrenewable for up
to three moreyears, totaling $40,000.

“l wasreally excited when | found out
what | won, but it was also interesting to
hear what the judges had to say about
my project,” shesaid. “I actually learned
alot about my project from the judges.”

Freshman Kavita Betkerur won the
Naval ScienceAward that includesacer-
tificate, graphing cal culator and an invi-
tation to enter the U.S. Army, Navy and
Air Force Junior Science and Humani-
ties Symposia Program. Dueto her ex-
cellent performance at the State level,
Betkerur progressed to the International
Science Fair.

Also, freshman Krystal Henning re-
ceived the Ohio Environmental Hesalth

Association Award,
which entitles her to
a$100 bond and a cer-
tificate.

Senior Scott Weisel was an aternate
for a $1,000 tuition scholarship to the
University of Akron for his performance
in an engineering or science project.

Overall, the studentsfelt that it was a
good learning experiencefor scienceand
also presentation skillsin general.

“My project took alot of hard work,
but it wasreally interesting too,” Ricciardi
said. “I would even consider doing it
again to do further research on my
project.”

Bellissimo agreed. “For me, itwasin-
teresting to see how much more complex
the projects become after middle schoal ,”
she said. “I had to spend a lot of time
preparing my project, but it wasvery well
worthitintheend.”

Although most students don’t even
consider giving Science Fair another
chance after middle school, these tal-
ented Hoover students went ahead and
took that chance and gained a lot more
than just awards and scholarships from
the experience.

HHS students help out at Preschool Olympics

By Megan Tulodzieski
Staff Writer

It was al fun and games taking place
in the Hoover High School gym on Fri-
day, May 16, when 13 Stark County pre-
schools held their olympicsthere.

The gym was packed with kids, fami-
lies and Hoover helpers who made sure
each kid had agreat time participating in
Friday’sactivities.

Fourteen Hoover students contributed
their timeto help run the five minute sta-
tions that the children traveled to. The
stations included the 25-yard dash, hop-
scotch, soccer, jump rope, toss back, ob-
stacle courses, streamer toss, float ball,
parachute, trampoline, long jump and
baseball.

Throughout the day, there was a live
D.J. playing musicto set an exciting mood.

Rachel Sanderson, a junior, was one
of the 14 students asked to participate in
the event.

BRITTANY YURICK
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M(Above) A local preschool girl is having a blast at the annual Preschool Olympics. Hoover students,
including Matt Howard (Above right), assisted the young children throughout the daily activities. Some of

the activities included hopscotch, jump rope, a trampoline, and streamer toss.

“Brittany Doege’'smomworkswiththe

At the end of the day, all the schools

Preschool Olympic program, and that is ~ sat around the gym getting ready to go

how | got involved,” she said.

Hoover students had the chance to
make all the preschoolersday just alittle
more special by helping out.

back to the normal days of school. The
Hoover students, exhausted but satisfied
fromtheir hard day’swork, finally called
it aday.
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'Skipping’ exams now okay?

Seniors, sophomores note changes in testing

By Kelsie Phillips
Staff Writer
This year Hoover students were pre-
sented with a change in testing. Senior
exam policiesunderwent arenovationin-
volving academics and attendance.

Mr. Shawn Billker, a history teacher
who hel pedinitiate thisnew plan, wanted
to alow seniors the chance to be ex-
empted from their year-end examsif they
werewilling to put forth the effort. This
was part of aproject to complete hisde-
gree.

“It wasfor my master’sin educational
administration,” Billker said.

Thepolicy statesthat if asenior keeps
an “A” semester average and misses no
more than four days in a class, they are
excused from that exam. Studentswitha
“B” average cannot missmorethan three
days, students with “C” averages can-
not miss more than two days.

If al goeswell with the new proce-
dure, it may continue next year.

“It depends on how successful it is
thisyear, but I’ m hoping to continueit,”

Billker said.

According to Billker, other schoolsin
the area have similar senior exam poli-
cies, but they “aren’t as stringent as
ours.”

Percentages of seniors who were ex-
cused from their examswill be available
at the end of the year. After that, adeci-

practice Ohio Graduation Test (OGT),
which will replace the ninth grade profi-
ciency test for current eighth graders.
To take this test seriously, sopho-
moresweregivenincentives. If they pass
the math section, they will automatically
receive a100% ontheir last math chapter
test. If they pass the reading section,
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attendacnce and grades,” senior Tyler
Boring said. He waswilling to cometo
school when he otherwise might not have
had to.

However, seniorsare not the only ones
who noticed changes in the year-end
testing. Sophomores participated in a

“1 took it somewhat seriously sinceit
could help alittle bit,” sophomore Ross
Ireland said.

With these new testing incentivesin
place, many seniorsand sophomores can
look forward to a less stressful end of
the year.

Summer construction underway

New video productions studio started; other repairs planned

By Pat Tresey
Staff Writer

Assummer isapproaching, many stu-
dents are busy thinking about girls,
boys, Taco Bell, and sleep-ots of it.

Meanwhile, for school personnel,
summer is the key time to get new con-
struction and school repairs done.

A brand new Video Productions stu-

Summer Repairs

Roofing repairs at
Orchard Hill & Middle
School

Kindergarden Center-
Heating units replaced

Paving repairs at
Northwood
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dioisbeing built thissummer. The con-
struction has already begun, but the
summer is when the most work will be
completed.

Junior Matt Gatesisvery excited about
the new studio.

“Thereisgoingto bealot moreroom
for everything.” Gatesisreferring to the
estimated 4,000 sguare-foot studio.

The studio has an estimated cost of
$200,000 and will include a soundproof
studio, classrooms, control and editing
rooms, work and office areas.

Most of the funding for the equipment
came from the Hoover Foundation’s
$150,000 grant given to the video pro-
ductions program last December.

Asidefrom the new video productions
studio, the rest of the summer will be
spent on various maintenance duties
around the school.

“Thereisjust not alot going on this

summer besides the studio,” said Ray
Nist, the North Canton Schools district
building director. “ Thereisjust going to
be alot of maintenance this summer.”

Thework will includeroofing repairs
at Orchard Hill and North Canton Middle
School and paving repairs around the
high school and at Northwood.

The custodians and workers for the
district are also not the only ones doing
the construction during the summer.
Studentswill al'so beworking for thedis-
trict. One of those students is junior
Michael Ross.

“1 have been helping the custodians
sincel’ ve been asophomore,” Rosssaid.

Rosswill betheone of thefew Hoover
students hel ping with summer construc-
tion thissummer.

“I’ve enjoyed doing maintenance
work all of my life,” Rosssaid. “It’'sthe
thing I like the best.”



Sudentsinterview Pearl
Harbor survivors

By Tiffany Bader
Staff Writer

It will always be remem-
bered as a day that “will live
ininfamy.” December 7, 1941
left a lasting impact on the
United States and the world

asked Bill what hewould think
about while flying in the air.
Bill said the only thing he
thought about was survival.
Ruth explained how shefelt
regarding the movie, “Pearl
Harbor”. The couple had an
opportunity to watch part of

when Pearl Harbor was ch part ¢
bombed. the filming in

Intheearly Hawaii. She
morning said the direc-
hours that tors and film-
Pearl Harbor makers inter-
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T h e She showed

Copes had a chance to tell
their story to Hoover students
as well as students from
Kaimuki High School in Ha-
waii onMay 9, viathedistance
learning lab. About 45 Hoover
students attended.

Duringthewar, Bill flew B-
17s for the Army Air Corps
while Ruth was in the
Women'sAir Raid Defense.

Bill wasbornand raised in
Salem, Ohio. Hegrew upina
family of 10 and attended
Mount Union College. Sev-
eral of hisbrotherswereinthe
Navy.

After the Copes told their
story, students from both
schoolswere given the oppor-
tunity to take turns asking
guestions.

Sophomore Ankur Poseria

the students a picture of her
and Bill with Josh Hartnett,
the star of “Pearl Harbor.”

“It wasawonderful experi-
ence; we got to meet all the
crew,” she said.

Attending students en-
joyed the Copes’ stories.

“1 expected it to be a lot
more boring, but it wasreally
fun to watch,” sophomore
Monica Prasnal said.

Prasnal believesthat inthe
future the distance learning
lab will go much further, as
technology advances.

Junior AmandaK rusemark
also enjoyed the experience.

“l thought it was pretty
cool that we were talking to
someone so far away,” she
said.

In Brief
]

Maxi’'s Revisited, a
fundraiser for the instru-
mental music program, will
be held on May 31 in the
high school parking lot.
The event will feature jazz
and rock and roll, as well
as a car show, and food
will be served similar to
the much missed Maxi’'s
Restaurant. Organizers
are David and Jenni

Dodge.

The Freshman Choir,
Women'’s Chorale and the
A Cappella Choir com-
peted in the state high
school contest May 3 at
Jackson High School. The
Freshman Choir received
an excellent rating and the
Women’s Chorale and A
Cappella Choir received

superior ratings.

Peggiann Daley entered
a national music conven-
tion held in Nashville,
Tennessee. Her self-
composed song “The
Letter” got her third place
and a chance to enter
again next year. The

competition is sponsored
by the Church of Christ.

Boys and Girls
State- delegates include
four boys and two girls,
selected by the American
legion to attend the mock
Ohio State Government.
The students are Wallis
Welsh, Michelle Beasley,
Steve Aquino, Mike
Norton-Smith and
Harrison Crumrine. The
boys are going to Bowling
Green State University
June 14 and the girls are
going to Ashland Univer-
sity June 15.

New National Honor
Society Officers are
President Julie Bellissimo;
Vice President Theo
Rogers; Treasurer Matt
Ricciardi and Secretaries
Caitlin Sampsel and
Noelle Lelakus. NHS has
formed a new board
structure involving the use
of committee heads for
projects and monthly
meetings so more mem-
bers can be involved in
planning activities.

- Ashley Ferrante
and Brer Baldwin

Seniorshonored with 292 awar ds

In an assembly that ran 2-
1/2 hoursMay 21, 391 seniors
were awarded 292 scholar-
shipsand awards.

Some of the = =

highlights: fe

Katie Glaws =,
was presented
withthe Best Fe-
male Athlete /
Award and the I'J
Best MaleAthlete |
wasawardedtoJim =
Savage. Mike
Baughman was presented
with the Dick Miller Dedica-
tion Award. All were Sidelin-
ers Club awards.

Coach Don Hertler, Jr., pre-
sented First Team All-Ohio

S viy ol
Eﬁhp\f@s Schumaker,

Curt Lukens with his high

school jersey, which has had
the number retired.

Hoover Instrumental

. Music Association

| Scholarships were

awarded to Amy

| Laura
! Shuster, Christine
' Drabek, Noah

. Richards and Alexa
=, McCleaster.

=l Ohio Army Na-
tional Guard Schol-
arships, which pay 100% Col-

lege Tuition for four years,
were presented to Alexis

Miller, Dan Irby, Jake
K othmayer, Jared Scherff and
MariaCalderon.
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Fourth of July sparks traditions
Bringing friends and family together

By Heather Reiss and Sarah
Upperman
Staff Writers
Strands of grass tickle your back, as
you lie gazing into the pitch black can-
vas sky. For a moment in time every-
thingisstill whilethe crowd silenceswith
anticipation. An ear numbing “boom”
echoes in the back ground, breaking the
camness. The black canvas above is
now splattered with an array of colored
lights. It'sthe Fourth of July.

displays, Junior Kristen Erb feels that
North Canton should offer more to its
citizens on this patriotic holiday.

“Every year werent out the Dogwood
Recreational Center, but | really don’t
think that North Canton does enough to

the only option Hoover students have
for afun, patriotic get away.
Sophomore Kyra Schloenbach goes
on a family trip to Long Beach Island,
New Jersey for her Fourth of July.
“Our family ownsacabin closeto the

promote the Fourth of beach,” Schloenbach said. “On the

July,” Erbsaid. fourth we set up lawn chairs

Traveling on the beach and watch

further ¥ f thefireworks. It'svery re-
laxing.”

While some

Fireworksilluminating the sky mark d | students leave
the start of each Fourth of July. The 1 v 165 = a Ohio, other
national holiday, which celebrates the B - r o people come
United States Independence, provides \ ﬂ-« d - . to the United
students at Hoover with an opportunity . ,,i $hgn— © States in or-
to sharetraditionswith friendsand fam- ﬁ"’ - - der to catch a
ily. - ¥ glimpse of the

Here in North Canton, you don’t o W #/:F.' i show and ex-
have to travel far from home for a o, VR 4’ in . perience
great fireworksdisplay, asFreshman & - __._,.i'_-" American pa
Josh Nettleton hasfound a breathtak- . / v triotism.
ing display of fireworks isin nearby @ . N Sophomore
Orville. P E ' \ Ankur Poseria

“ They say its one of the best u .'l? a Y }f celebrates  his
displaysinOhio.” Nettletonsaid.  * = L 1 Fourth of July with

Orville offers more then just u friendsand family.
an“ah” inspiring firework show, asthey e “l invitefriendsand relativesfrom

also have a Fourth of July fair.

North Canton holds an annual pa-
rade the morning of the Fourth of July,
along with the Fourth of July race, spon-
sored by the Y MCA. Thisisthe twenty-
sixth annual race and participants can
expect to encounter friendly competition
at all agelevels.

Despitethe parade, race, and firework

from home,sophomore
Amanda Gage spends her Independence
Day with a traditional trip to Hawalii’s
Pearl Harbor, to visit her father.

“1 couldn’t think of a better place to
spend the Fourth of July than at Pearl
Harbor,” Gage said. “It's very patriotic
and has a great atmosphere.”

Traveling across the country is not

* Bakery
* Beverage center

* Gourmet Party Trays

330.497.0718 + 1474 N. Main S.

* Card Shop
* Floral Shop
* Party Supplies
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out of state and from out of country and
watch fireworks,” Poseriasaid.

Sophomore Jenna Slingluff also uses
thisholiday to get closer to family mem-
bers.

“It givesmy step-sister and | achance
to bond,” Slingluff said.

North Canton may not offer an ex-
travagant display astheonein Pearl Har-
bor, but for some Hoover students abeau-
tiful night, which can be shared with
friends and loved ones, is better than
fancy fireworks. Junior Stephanie Ivan
plans to spend Independence Day with
aloved one.

“Hopefully itwill beareally nicenight.
And | will be ableto watch thefireworks
with my boyfriend.” lvan said.

Whether the Fourth of July is spent
in North Canton or across the country,
thenational holiday isfilled with friends,
family, and memorabletraditions.

“It's a tradition that | look forward
toand plus| get to spend moretimewith
my family,” Schloenbach said. M



Shows, sweets, satisfaction

Ohio festivals fill them all

By Tristyn Tovissi, Kendall Hardman,
Christine Spreainde, Dana Lustri
Staff Writers

School is almost out, and many
Hoover students will be searching for
exciting summer events to attend with
their friends. Several summer festivals
will be held in North Canton or a mere
drive away.

The Main Street Festival will beheld
this year on August 16 and 17. Sopho-
more Annie Montgomery plansto attend
with agroup of friends.

“It’ssurprising how many peopleyou
see from school and how much fun you
can have with your friends,” Montgom-
ery said.

Thisfestival offersexcitement for all
ages, with entertainment ranging from
kiddieridesand the Hoover sweeper race
to antique car showsand crafters. North
Canton is aso including Ohio bicenten-
nial eventsfor thisyear’sfestival.

The Hoover High School band will
contribute to the festivities. They will
perform a program in front of City Hall
including songs “Across the Field”,
“Buckeye Battle Cry” and “Notre Dame
Victory March.”

A dunking booth will be set up in the
middle by the wrestlingteams and
mat statsin order to raise
money for the booster
club. This has been a
huge success in past
years.

“Tons of people par-
ticipated and helped the
team raisealot of money,”
said sophomore Kyle
Agnes said.

If the North Canton
Main Street Festival isn't
exciting enough, the Pro i
Football Hall of Famefestivi- ﬁ. L
ties will be held the week of
July 27.

Montgomery also enjoys these
events.

“It'sfun for teenagersto go and hang
out with friends and people al over the
country cometothis,” Montgomery said.
“It's neat for everyone of all agesto ex-
perience.”

A fivemileand two mileracearein-

cluded in the day activities. Thisyear,
these races will take place on Sunday,
July 27. The cost is $16 to register.

Thetraditional ribsburn-off will take
place starting July 31 at 4:30 each
evening. p.m. Thisyear, the event will
move from downtown Canton to the
Stark County Fairgrounds.

Theribsburn-off providesa perfect
summer dining experience, according to
sophomore Jordan Hoffee.

“1 don't likefootball, but I likeribs,”
Hoffeesaid.

Enormous floats will fill the streets
on Saturday, August 2, 2003 as the
Hoover Company hoststhe Hall of Fame
parade.

The parade will begin on 5" Street
South and will end on 25" Street North,
with an estimated attendance of 225,000.
The Hoover High School band and
cheerleading squad will participateinthe
parade.

Finaly, to bring thefestival to aclose,
the annual Hall of Fame game will be
held at Fawcett Stadium. Thisyear, the
Kansas City Chiefswill betaking onthe
Green Bay Packers.

Many students expect thisyear’sHall
of Fame Festival to be a success.

“1 think the Hall of Fame Fes-
tival brings alot of pride
) to the Canton area,” said
junior Alyson Feinberg.
“1 enjoy all of the activi-
ties because they are
something different from
the normal routine of
things.”

The Stark County Fair
will providefun, food and
animalsfor its 154th an-
niversary thisyear.

. Students enjoy the
Hfair straditional foods.
“The funnel cakes
werethebest,” sophomore ChrisLohman
said, “The root beer was pretty darn
good too.”

Farm animals are another rea-
son the fair is so popular.

“1 look forward to thefair every year
because you get to see the cool animals
and pet them,” junior Jenny Runner said.

However, the funnel cakes and ani-

=|S94njes)

malswon’t betheonly attractionsfor visi-
tors this year.

Pavilion entertainment, music dance,
mechanical rides, grandstand shows and
free parking will return thisyear. Featured
rodeos, horse rides, pony shows and har-
nessracing will be other activitiesthefair
offers.

Zerbini Circus will be at the fair this
year with special daily and evening per-
formances. Thetraveling bell wagonwill
also ride through the campgrounds daily
with balloons, clowns and fun for every-
one.

Summer Festivals

Hartville Summerfest
2003 Parade
Saturday June 14

ALIVE, Canal Fulton
June 18-21

Olde Canal Days in Canal Fulton
June 28

Star Spangled Celebration
in Jackson
June 28

Stark County Fair
July 25-28

Hall Of Fame Festivals
July 27- Aug. 2

North Canton
Main Street Festival
Aug. 16-17

The fair and circus will run from July
25" through the 28", Gateswill open daily
at 8 am. and close at 11 p.m. General
admission is $6 and senior citizen's ad-
missionis$4.

Some students may decide to attend
one event. Others may attend all three.
Regardless of the event, the variety of
entertainment at each will make for sum-
mer fun.
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School’s

Students find W(Rat summer’s all about

By Stephanie Moran, Kristy

Ferruccio, Lindsey Knappenberger
Staff Writers

The long awaited summer vacation
hasarrived. Daysafter the excitement
of waking up each morning at noon,
with the sun beamingin your eyes sets
in. Minutes later you find yourself
planted in front of the television with
a bag of potato chips, watching talk
shows.

However, some Hoover students
have big plans for the 2003 summer
vacation. Sophomore Kathy Foust is
going to the Dominican Republic with
First Friends Churchfor amissiontrip.

“Every year my church goeson a
missiontrip to adifferent place,” said
Foust. “We have gone to the Domini-
can once before but it is still some-
thing special.”

Foust is looking forward to helping
other people and teaching them about her
faith.

“1 hope to help many people and pos-
sibly change their lives, along with add-
ing an experiencethat | will never forget,”
Foust said.

Junior Jenny Runner also participates
in a mission trip with Canton Baptist
Temple each summer.

“My youth group is going to a mis-
sion trip to the Bahamas over the sum-
mer,” Runner said. “ The Bahamas saysit
isal, funinthesun, yet achanceto make
adifferencein someone’slife.”

Although this will be Runner’s first
trip, sheisvery excited.

“Our main goal is to lead others to
Christ and also to become acquainted
with the people of the Bahamas,” Run-
ner said.

On a different side of town a local
band, martini, Vaentine?, is planning to
go on atour thissummer around the East
Coast of the country.

“We plan to go to every state down
the east coast to Florida and come back
up through Nashville,” sophomore Rob
Anderson said.

The band playsamix of hardcore and
screamo music. Anderson saysit will take
three weeksfor the tour.

“1 am most looking forward to playing

in either Floridaor Tennessee,” he said,
because the venuesin Ohio are limited.
Sophomore Ankur Poseria has vis-
ited many places in the world and will
visit college campuses this summer.

MIKE ORYSZAK

“1"mtaking some coursesat Stanford
University in Philosophy: Logic, Argu-
mentation, Reason and International
Relations, and United States Foreign
Policy,” Poseriasaid.

“1’m al so planning on doing somein-
dependent research aswell asswimming
there.”

Poseria plans to do his research at
Stanford because of the libraries,
sources available, experienced profes-
sors and amazing students.

“1 plan to research the correlation of
nature, in the mathematical and biologi-
cal sense, and how we can useit’s evo-
Iution to draw more efficient economic
conceptsinthe businessworld,” Poseria
said.

Other students plan on working this
summer in order to have money to
spend.

Junior Evan Cline will be spending
much of his summer working at the
Wendy’s in Washington Square. Cline
enjoys hisjob for the most part, but oc-
casionally feelsit takes away from him
being with hisfriends.

“They havemework either on Friday
or Saturday night, and it’susually when
thereisaparty going on,” Cline said.

When Clinefirst started, hewas skep-
tical about hisjob but he doesn’t mind it
NOW.

“ldidn’tlike[my job] at first, but af-

ter working for awhile, and gaining some
seniority, it makesit alot easier tohandle,”
Cline said. “The managers are more le-
nient on what you do.”

Intheend, Clinefeelsthat missing out
on parties, doing back breaking
yard work, and burger flipping
isall worthwhile, because of the
money he makes.

“1 spend al of my money on
my car. Itwill beworthitwhen|
have the fastest family sedan at
the school,” Cline said.

Some Hoover studentsfocus
on sports during the summer.
Senior Glenn Collins plans to
work hard on his running.

“I run about 35milesinthree
weeks,” said Collins, “1 planto
do morethisyear, my goal is500
miles.”

Collins feels no matter what he does
this summer he will be satisfied with the
results.

“I don’t mind what | am doing, whether
it is working, or hanging out with my
friends, as long as | am not in school,”
Collinssaid.

Some studentsjust feel the need to sit
back and relax this summer. Sophomore
Madison Woods plans on staying in
North Canton this summer and taking one
vacation to California with her best
friends.

“We are going to look for cute surfer
boysand lay in the sun all day so we get
SO tan people mis-
takeusfor Jamai-

" Woods

Woods and
her friends are
going to stay
with her aunt
and uncle when
they arein Cali-
fornia

“My aunt is
likeabig sister, they havea
huge house on the beach and they make
my friends and | feel right at home,”
Woods said.

“ Shetakes us shopping, and clubbing,
and fun thingslikethat, so it should be a
blast,” Woods said.
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How do you eat your cake?

Sara Barr

Jaycee fair offers fun for all

Come one, come all, from big to
small. Each year, for one lively week
in June, our entire town clusters to-
gether like hungry ants swarming a
crumb of cake. The cake—-the solitary
crumb of amusement found on North
Canton’s plate, the Jaycee Fair.

During my years as a hungry,
young child, butterflies fluttered with
excitement in my stomach each June
when the first sign was hung on the
corner of Seventh Street and Main:
JAYCEE FAIR — NEXT WEEK. But
alas, those “next weeks” seemed more
like “next years” and with each steel
pole added to the base structure of
the ring of fire, the anticipation grew.

As a young dog yanks on its leash
toward the scent of a stray cat, |, ri-
diculously enough, would tug at my
parents’ pant legs, following the

.
sweet aroma of funnel cakes ’L—? -
r =g

;?,-.

and elephant ears. Py

Licking the plate clean, i
young children gobble up ev- JS:? M
ery ounce of entertainment}_ }/
to be found within the fair-1
grounds, while still hungry 1"
for dessert.

But sooner or later the
eager puppy outgrows its
stage of curiosity, and |
“matured” into a chic pre- ]

teen, picking up on a differ- == e

ent reason for attending the
fair.

I quickly found that it was no longer
“cool” to be seen at the fair with your
arms wrapped around your father’'s
thigh, begging for one more ride in the
monkey cages. The one with the most
stuffed animals and soon-to-be-
flushed goldfish was not quite Miss
Popular anymore, as the one with the
most boys huddled around her now
reigned. You become a closet cake-
eater; too cool to be seen in public
with icing all over your mouth.

Well, as if hiding your secret desire
to win that giant purple gorilla wasn’t
bad enough, you can also forget about
the stomach-twirling, thrill-packed
rides. | mean, who really looks good
with their eyelids blown inside out and
cheeks blown back past their ears?

Now this doesn’'t mean that you
must steer clear of every ride—the ride
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that you had convinced your parents
last year you were too old for, the Ferris
wheel, was now the main attraction. A
rebellious lip lock 40 feet in the air on
this circle of love could mean being
the center of conversation for hours.

So there | was, an awkward sev-
enth grader, filling my stomach with ex-
citement from bigheaded boys and
rounds of who’s-holding-hands-with-
who gossip making its way around the
fairgrounds. | found it hard to believe
that a simple “Hey, what's up?” from
the boy burping by the dunking booth
provoked the same sensation | once
got by spinning around inside a giant
bear.

But this attitude of a middle school
fairgoer soon evolved, as the fair be-
comes the perfect place to make a
brief, head-turning appear-

ance for high
schoolers. After all,
a “young adult” has

S
BN
AN
f’;é,- EI\ much better things
|
s

to do with their
time than spend

it walking aim-

\ . Ji::!; lessly around a
= dusty loop of
. ¥ i kiddie rides.

Itis important,
o though, to scrape
up a few moments
of precious time to
show off a just-back-from-a-
week-at-the-beach-tan...or perhaps to
catch a quick glimpse at these oh-so-
naughty tan lines—whichever your pref-
erence.

I had found myself picking sparingly
at my cake, satisfying my hunger with-
out becoming stuffed.

And then comes the day, that rainy
afternoon in June, when the steel rods
that come down one by one are placed
back into their bright box trucks and
slowly ride away.

Left behind in the dust beneath the
scraps of confetti debris, crumbs—
crumbs of melt-in-your-mouth fluffs of
cotton candy-first kisses on top of the
Ferris wheel and that resentful look on
your ex-boyfriend’s face when he saw
your beautifully bronzed face.

From big to small, came one, came
all.

‘Featured Student)

Liz Ramsey-10

What kind of musicdoyou listen
to?

“A lot of stuff Rap, R&B, Punk,
Alternative”

If you could go on adatewith any
famous per son whowould it be?
“Tyson Beckford”

What collegedo you want togoto or
what collegeareyou thinking
about?

“1 want to go to Ohio University”

What' syour favoritefood?
“Governor’schickenat Ming's”

What doyou think makesagood
friend?

“A combination of agood listener,
trustworthy, being there for you,
and can make you laugh”

What concert(s) doyou want togo
tothissummer?
“Go to The Warp Tour”

What areyour plansfor the
summer ?

“Stay in shape, there are a couple of
track camps, | want to go to and to
just hang with friends’

What'’syour favoritemovie?
“Um, Harry Potter Chamber of
Secrets’

If you could buy any car, what car
would you choose?
“IROCZ Camero”

What goalswould you liketo
accomplish, if you haven't alr eady
accomplished them?

“Go to statein the 4 by 4”

k — Emerald Brustey




Cedar Point is the place

to be this summer

By Cecilia Seebach
and Monica Prasnal
Staff Writers

With only alap bar and an interlock-
ing seatbelt, the ride jolts off and jerks
your head back, reaching 120 mphinonly
four seconds. The ride up the 420-foot
mountain causes shortness of breath
along with a wonderful feeling of fear.
Thepeak isreached and suddenly it feels
like your stomach is in your throat.
Twenty seconds later, with wind-blown
hair and afeeling like no other, the ride
has ended.

All the anxiety wasworth it onceyou
step of sdittttff the new screamer that helps
Cedar Point reclaim thetitle of having the
fastest and tallest roller coaster in the
universe, The Dragster.

Cedar Point has astounded the roller
coaster realm with this new ride. Its
model typeisthelaunched out-and-back
coaster with asteel tubular track, hydrau-
lic launch system, and magnetic braking
system. The train races up a 90-degree
incline to reach 420 feet and then down

F-Y-I

Prices

* $43.95 for 48 inches and taller
* $21.95 for under 48 inches

* Children 2 and younger are
free

* $8 parking fee

* $99 for season pass

* $85 for senior season pass

* $60 for parking season pass

Freeway Pass

The Freeway pass is a stamp
that you get on your hand so
that you can go to the front of
the line. It is nice because you
don’t have to wait in line for
three hours. You can only use
it once a day for the Millenium
and it is not yet available for
the Dragster. For the rest of
the rollercosters, you can only
use it twice a day. There is no
cost for the Freeway Pass.

another 90-degree angle while twisting
and holding its' 16-passenger trains in
tightly.

The Dragster breaksthe current world
record for being the tallest and fastest
coaster. Theblack cherry, indy greenand
fluorescent purple train colors blur as
they fly by inwhat issaid to bethe great-
est ride ever created.

However, the Millennium Force and
the Raptor are still among the top coast-
ers at the Point. The Millennium Force
wasthehit attraction in 2000, but it’ s still
just asthrilling of aride asit breaks 310
feet into the air at 93-mph, while cross-
ing alagoon for anice scenic touch. The
Raptor, which debuted in 1994, features
a180-degreeroll aspassengersare seated
in structuressimilar to ski lifts.

Freshman Janessa Muraco believes
that Cedar Point’sold rideswill never lose
their splendor.

“Even though the Dragster is a new
attraction, the Millennium Forceis so fast
that it made my heart stop, and | will never
forget it,” she said.

Roller coastersare not the only thrill-
ing attractions at this theme park. Soak
City is the water park at Cedar Point,
which includes many water slides and
other fun waysto cool off inthe hot sum-
mer sun.

SnakeRiver Fallsisanother water at-
traction separate from Soak City where
riderswill get drenched on aflumeride
that has an 82-foot drop. Natalie Spehar
dlid down thisride and found it thrilling.

“1 thought it was great and felt like
buckets of water were poured all over
me,” she said.

All these fast paced rides may leave
you with an empty stomach.

For deliciousfood, visit Johnny Rock-
ets to try their milkshakes, Coasters to
sample their hamburgers, Macaroni’sto
tastetheir pizza, or the Bay Harbor toin-
dulge in their specialized seafood
dishes.Dippin’ Dotsisanother great way
to satisfy one’s taste buds. The frozen
ice cream balls of chocolate, strawberry,

B Sophomore Britney Green, junior Chris Cribben,
freshman Lauren McMaster, and sophomore
Britainey Cooper ride the Millenium Force at Ce-

dar Point.
Point’s second fastest rollercoaster.

and vanilla are a delicious snack. There
are also midways throughout the park
that sell tasty treats as you walk from
ridetoride.

Liveentertainment isalso provided for
everyoneinthe park. Cedar Point’saward
winning shows range from “Jammin’
Honkey Tonk Country” to high-energy
all-American revue. The entertainment
wasthewinner of Three Big-E Awards,
and is one of the best examples of enter-
tainment according to International As-
sociation of Amusement Parks and At-
tractions.

With Cedar Point located conveniently
in Sandusky, Ohio, the coasters and other
attractions are not far out of reach. Just
be sureto stay at Cedar Point’stop rated
hotels on the harbor that include activi-
ties such as fishing and boating accord-
ingto Virtual Midway, awebsitethat rates
hotels and vacation spots across the
country.

From riding heart-racing coasters to
drying under the sun eating Dippin’
Dots, Cedar Pointisatheme park that no
one will forget according to junior Am-
ber Snyder.

“My trip to Cedar Point was so much
funthat | can’t wait until | go again,” she
said, “because of the thrill and excite-
ment that you feel the second you walk
through the gates.”
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& This° program'seems- destined' for success. §

edi tori al

boar d: Angela D’'Orazio « Brittany Kress « Beth Becherer « Dana Sands «

Amy Schumaker ¢ Laura Shuster ¢ Brittany Yurick

AuLTMAN OPPORTUNITY

Opportunity knocked and eight Hoover students plan on
walking through the door. Next fall, eight seniors— Emanuel
Chryssos, Laura Detore, Beth Motter, Kelsie Phillips, Theo
Rogers, Hannah Ronning, Melanie Thompson and Christine
Vogelgesang—will participate in the Aultman-Hoover Acad-
emy.

The studentswill taketheir regular academic classesin the
morning, then leave Hoover four times a week and go to
Aultman Hospital in the afternoon. Therethey will attend lec-
tures and serve under a different mentor in the hospital each
week.

New to Hoover, this program seems destined for success.
Out-of-the-classroom, into-the-field education has long been
hailed as asuperior instruction process. At Aultman, students
will seefirst-hand what it isliketowork inthemedical fieldin

afacility with exceptional staff and surroundings.

Aultman is providing a superb stepping-stone for stu-
dents pursuing acareer inthe medical field. Away from other
distractions, young minds from around Stark County will
meet. In such an atmosphere, extraneous annoyances will
be avoided and the students wil be free to learn to their
optimum capability.

Aultman Hospital ismaking significant stridesin further-
ing themedical community in new, creativeways. Hands-on
training for young, thriving mindsinterested in the medical
fieldwill affect usall.

In the upcoming years, whether one of these people gives
you ashot or anew kidney, we can thank Aultman Hospital
for opening the doors to each student’s curiosity and en-
thusiasm regarding the medical field.

TeacHERS MAKE THEIR ExiTs

As studentswho have barely left high schoal, it ishard for
many of usto imagine retirement. While we anxiously await
the freedom to enter the workplace of our dreams, five of
Hoover’steachers are preparing to leave their own.

In June, biology teacher Tina Johnson, language teacher
Lucien Wagner, American history teacher Rick Hiegl, guid-
ance counsel or Peg Garlock, and special educator Cathy Breting
will leavetheworking world for alifeof leisure.

The hard work and dedication these educators have brought
to Hoover High School over the past years has touched the
lives of many Hoover students in positive ways.

For 30 years, Mrs. Tina Johnson has been leading biology
students not only in the classroom, but also to district, state
andinternational level sciencefairs. Alwayslooking for ways
to get her students involved in science outside of the class-
room, she has also encouraged them to participate in science
symposiums at Case Western Reserve, and in other various
scientific competitions.

In his career at Hoover High school, Mr. Lucien Wagner
has created a renewed interest in foreign language. While
teaching all the German classes, Wagner has successfully

brought the cultural, social and political aspectsof theworld
to the halls of Hoover, enlightening each student has met.

Through compelling stories and straightforward teach-
ing, Mr. Rick Hiegl has brought American history alivefor
Hoover students throughout his career. American history
has become afavorite for many sophomores due to his ex-
citing teaching style and original way of getting the material
to the students.

Counselor Mrs. Peg Garlock hastouched many lives at
Hoover. Whether it was scheduling classes, searching for
colleges or administering a standardized test, Garlock has
carefully addressed the needs of the student body at
Hoover throughout her entire career.

Mrs. Cathy Breting is a special educator who not only
taught her students the basic curriculum, but also the skills
they needed to be successful in life after high school.

Through all of the changesin theworld, aswell asinthe
lives of Hoover students, it has been the stability of teach-
ersand counselorslike Mrs. Johnson, Mr. Heigl, Mr. Wagner,
Mrs. Garlock and Mrs. Breting that has made Hoover an
excellent high school.
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Where s the Money?

By Kyle Agnes
Staff Writer

What does entertainment actually do
for the viewer? Saves peopl€e's lives?
Keeps gangs off the street? Educates
the society? Not hardly.

Maybewe should take alook at where
our money is being placed. Not in the
hands of cops, firefighters or teachers,
but in the hands of professional athletes
and movie stars. We should give credit
wherecredit isdue. To the
people who are actually
out there to help others.

When do you ever see
a professional athlete or
movie star trying to save
someonefromafire? Maybeinamovie,
but notinreal life. For firefighters, thisis
their life. They risk their life every day
that they comeinto thefire station. And
for what? The average firefighter only
getspaid $36,000 ayear.

That is a big difference when com-
pared to the average baseball player’'s
sdary of $1,383,578 ayear. Or when com-
pared to the Texas Rangers' star short-
stop, Alex Rodriguez, who makes a
firefighter’'syearly salary in just two in-
ningsearning $18,000 per inning. | would
love to see some of today’s movie stars
patrol the streets of Compton or The

Bronx. Thiswill never happen though,
because we could never get them out of
their million dollar houses which lie
above the world of crime and hate. For
police officers, thereare no million-dol -
lar housesto beliving. They areto busy
patrolling these areas of crime. And for
what? A meager $31,000 ayear.

If you think coming to school every-
day isadrag, look at thelife of ateacher.
Teachers have dedicated their lives to
shaping the youth into
becoming more suc-
cessful individuals.
They practically live
school. Our school day
ends at 2:35 and with
exception to homework, we don'’t think
about it until the next day. Teachersusu-
ally stay after school to get more work
done, and then go home for two to three
hours to grade papers and plan the class
curriculum. And to top it al off, some
teachers have to attend classes in the
evening. All of thiswork for an average
of $43,335ayear.

Don’'t get mewrong, movie stars can
teach us many things such as robbing
banks and killing without mercy. But
these things might not be as important
as the regular school day classes.

So maybe we should look at who ac-
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“Twenty years from
now you will be more
disappointed by the
things you didn’t do than
by the ones you did. So
throw off the bowlines.
Sail away from the safe
harbor. Catch the trade
winds in your sails.
Explore. Dream.
Discover.”

-Mark Twain

Regret. You know—that feeling
when you wish that you' d tried out
for that team, taken that class,
introduced yourself to that new kid,
studied for that test. You had a
great opportunity, and you didn’t
takeit. Youwereafraid of failing, of
being regjected. We'reall guilty of it;
it's human nature to fear the
uncertain. But you can't let fear get
in the way of your dreams.

You only live once, so don't let
opportunities pass you by.
Something may not work out the
way you wanted it to, but at least
you tried and can learn from your
mistakes. Sure, you may regret what
you did. But wouldn't you regret
not having the knowledge you
gained through that experience so
much more?

Liveyour lifenow sothatin 20
years you can honestly look back
on these times and say that you
really lived.

With no regrets.

-Seffany Bagnolo
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tually deserves the money. The hard
working policeofficers, firefighters, and
teachers, or the athletes making $42,568
dollars every time they step up to the
plate.
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