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The Viking Views is a student-produced newspaper distributed 12 times a year to
approximately 1,800 students and staff, as well as members of the community.  As student
editors make content decisions independently of the school’s staff and administration,
the paper is considered a forum for student opinion.  It is therefore exempt from prior
review or restraint in both principle and practice.

Letters to the editor are accepted and encouraged.  Letters must be signed, but,
upon request, they may be published anonymously at the discretion of the staff. The
Viking Views reserves the right to edit letters for space and content in order to maintain
the paper’s high standards against obscenity, libelous material, and personal attacks.
Letters that exhibit a blatant disregard for such standards will not be considered for

publication.
Unsigned editorials reflect the opinion of a majority of the editorial board.  No

one individual may be held responsible for opinions expressed therein.  Signed
editorials and columns reflect the opinion of the writer and not the Viking Views,
advisor, or school.  The Viking Views takes all measures possible to make a clear
distinction between fact and opinion in all news printed.

In the event of an error, the Viking Views will print retractions as they are
brought to the attention of the staff.

-The Editors

One day you wake up in your box-
ers, and the next day, August 26, you
have to put on pants.  Change hap-
pens suddenly, and sometimes you
know it’s coming, sometimes you don’t.  You just can’t be caught with your pants down.

Here at The Viking Views, not only were we ready for changes, but we embraced them.  After saying
goodbye to some of its most talented staff members, The Viking Views reconvened with a staff of mostly
first-year student journalists and new leadership. In order to keep with the ever-changing visual landscape
of today’s media, this year’s staff retooled the paper’s design. Moving towards a more contempory look,
the paper has incorporated design elements from today’s most modern looking magazines.

Furthermore, new features have been created to provide more reader-accessible content in the
publication. From an expanded cover section to a newly added health column, this year’s paper incorpo-
rates a wide variety of  elements to satisfy most readers’ needs. In the hopes of creating more reader
participation, The Viking Views has initiated a section called “The Voice.” This section is meant to encourage
more reader input in the form of letters and responses, as well as explain the opinions of the editorial board
existing on staff.

After moving past the new layout and content, this edition’s readers will find stories tackling issues,
explaining news events, and showcasing an excelling sports program. “The Voice,” along with a story written
by Georgie Condric, takes on the issue of homosexual content in the media. Jon Dieringer explains the new
grading policy, and Jeff  Wallick expopunds upon the new coaching staffs that are leading the soccer
programs into the heart of their seasons.

If you find life getting hairy at times, be sure to check out this issue’s cover stories, which show the truly
great impact that our pets have on our lives. Sara Barr writes on how much our pets and their companioship
mean to the students at Hoover, while Sarah Upperman spotlights several students with unusual and
extraordinary pets.

The Viking Views hopes that after reading this staff’s first publication, students will become informed
about the events here at Hoover and the surrounding community and nation.  Let The Viking Views be the
buckle on your belt, and never be caught with your pants down.

THE VIKING VIEWS

!Fighting for the ball, Mandy
Baughman avoids a slide tackle
by a West Geauga defender.  The
soccer program is under com-
pletely new management this
year.  For more see Jeff  Wallick’s
story on page 36.

!Smiling for the camera, senior
Amy Kovacevich holds her new
puppy, a shar-pei named Mokie.
The cover stories examine how
puppies, as well as other pets
affect our lives.  Find out more
on page 20.

!Taking a break from riding
her ATV, senior Brittany Van
Keulen catches her breath.
Many Hoover students partici-
pate in off-road riding. Meghan
Phifer explains the safety con-
cerns on page 10.
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INSIDE

!Junior Greg Allensworth
struggles to stay ahead of the
competition in the Dave Clegg
Invitational . The team finished
second.

VVIEWS 9.26
COVER

Learn how pets
influence our
lives and
discover how
much we
depend on

them for com-
panionship. From house pets to
barnyard friends and the people
who love them, the cover section
reveals just how important pets
have become. See page 20
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NEWS

BY JON DIERINGER Staff Writer
Senior Jon VanVranken is spending his

study hall  in the courtyard with page
D-16 of The Repository.  While devoting
most of his attention to the newspaper,
he’s trying to explain his thoughts about
the district’s new grading system.

“I like that homework is now only 15
percent of our grade, so we don’t have
to do it,” he says, in a tone that hints at
both sarcasm and resentment.  “I’ve cut
back on—“

“Get the word jumble in your article,”
interjects senior Matt Ricciardi, address-
ing me.  “Say that doing the daily word
jumble is more important.”

VanVranken is looking down, trying
to rearrange six letters to form an ordi-
nary word (it’s “tremor”).

“Yeah,” said Nick Trebonic, also a se-
nior.  “We don’t have to worry about our
homework, so we can do the word
jumble.”

While every year brings changes,
they are usually met with indifference.
But the glaring exception to this trend
was the new grading system, which took
everyone by surprise.  And while “ev-
eryone” certainly means students, it
does not excludes teachers, who only
found out about the system a week be-
fore the first day of school.

Mr. Eric Curts, the district’s technol-
ogy specialist, and unofficial Chairman
of the Grading Committee, traces the
project’s origin back two or three years,
when the district was trying to pick out
new computer grade book software.
Curts realized that every teacher who
offered his or her input had a different
grading system.

For two days, over 40 teachers repre-
senting a variety of schools, grades, and
subjects met to discuss issues and brain-
storm solutions to lay the groundwork

for the current grading policy.
The result of all the discussion   was a

framework by which all teachers in the
district are to assess their students, a
system that bases grades on students’
performance in respect to the course cur-
riculum rather than the performance of
their peers.

The crux of the system is the concept
of formative and summative assessment
– informally explained to teachers as
“Academic Practice” and “Academic
Achievement,” respectively.  Academic
Practice, which is meant to be conducted
as students are still going through the
learning process, and typically includes
homework and in-class work, is to ac-
count for no more than 15 percent of a
student’s final grade.  Academic
Achievement is a way to assess stu-
dents’ knowledge after they are to be held
responsible for the material.

The plan was unveiled during semi-
nars conducted to educate teachers on
how to use Pinnacle, the new grading
software, on Aug. 18 - 19 – a week before
the first day of school.

Curts said that since the system is
“never going to be totally ‘done’,” intro-
ducing it so close to the school year
meant that teachers would be getting the
most complete information possible be-
fore more changes were made.

Though according to Curts informa-
tion was presented in a way that invited
suggestions, reception was mixed.

“Everybody seemed to support it,”
said English teacher Mr. T.J. Roach who
had no idea about the grading changes
prior to the workshop.  “There was just
this question of how it would fit into
[teachers’] individual classes.”

Mrs. Tina Cindea, who was part of the
committee, shared Roach’s observations.

“I think we are not on the same page
on what is practice and what is achieve-
ment,” she said.

Miss
J e n n i f e r
Hilker, first-year
English and Speech teacher, was al-
ready familiar with technology-based
grading from her time spent as a student
teacher at Coventry Local Schools; how-
ever, she was initially worried about
adapting the unique format of her speech
class to the grading guidelines.

“I think it will be a great system,” she
said, “once teachers see how it fits into
their specific classes.”  Since speech is a
class that has virtually no written home-
work, Hilker settled on a 95-5 percent split
between summative and formative as-
sessment.  The suggested 15 percent for
practice is just a cap.

According to Curts, the number was
chosen because it places an emphasis
on having teachers grade homework for
accuracy rather than just completion,
without inflating or deflating grades too
much.

But to students like Ricciardi, who
used to depend on homework scores to
bring up their overall grade, there is less
of an incentive to do well.

“I feel like I’m getting shafted when I
spend time on my homework,” he said.
His study hall word jumble buddies all
express their general agreement.

To Roach, Academic Practice work
does have value.

“If you don’t do the practice, you’re
not going to do well on the achieve-
ment,” he said.  “Your grades are going
to suffer either way.”

Despite conflicting interpretations of
the policy, Curts operates on a “no news
is good news” policy, and because he
moves from building-to-building within
the district so often throughout the
course of one day, he acknowledges that

!See GRADING p. 5
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new grading system

Making the grade



“Trading Spaces” visits Hoover

he might not be there to hear teachers’
candid opinions.

“What you hear at the lunch table is
very different from what you hear at a
meeting,” he said.  “But I would love to
hear from [these teachers],” he adds sin-
cerely, while showing no doubt as to how
much he believes in the merit of the sys-
tem as it is, he is constantly reiterating
how open the policy is to suggestions
from not only teachers, but parents and
students as well.

While any disdain remains generally
unvocalized, its existence seems to be
recognized among staff and students.  As
committee member Mrs. Angela Smith
said, “resistance is the first step towards
acceptance.”

Much like Curts, who analogizes the
anticipated effect of the system on stu-
dents to jogging – “It’s going to hurt at
first, but you’ll eventually see a benefit”

– Smith agrees that students will come
around.

“They’ll see that their grades repre-
sent their actual achievement,” she said.

One step toward “representing actual
achievement” was the limit placed on ex-
tra credit and bonus points.  Extra credit
may only account for 2 percent of a final
grade.

 “There are courses where extra credit
had nothing to do with the course.”
Cindea said.

Some teachers feel violated by these
mandates – that they have “less profes-
sional judgement,” as one teacher not
formally interviewed for this story said.

“Grading is just another area like the
Academic Content Standards,” said
Curts, who thinks that teachers may only
feel this way about the policy because it
is new.  “All of us have to give a little for
the benefit of consistency for the ulti-

mate benefit of the kids.”
Teachers, as well as kids, are benefit-

ting from the  new program.
“I’m quite pleased [with Pinnacle],”

said Roach, who enjoys being able to
keep attendence with the click of a mouse.
“I use just Pinnacle as my gradebook.”

Hilker may be new, but she has had
experience with the technology, and is
ready to support the policy itself.

“I know some teachers are worried
about [the grading change]… It’s not
going to be something that’s going to
change overnight; it’s going to take a
good year,” she said.  “But until then,
I’m still keeping a paper gradebook.”

(Continued from p. 7)
GRADING

Video productions and broadcast
journalism students got the opportunity
to talk to a pro Aug.24 when Larry Blase,
a producer of “Trading Spaces: Family”,
on The Learning Channel visited
Hoover. 

Blase has been the producer of
“Trading Spaces: Family” for two years,
and has worked on the past three
seasons of the show. 

Before “Trading Spaces: Family”
Blase worked in the CNN newsroom for
15 years, and then three years in Atlanta
writing and producing.

Junior Bobby Dovicsak, a current
Video Productions 1 student, liked
meeting Blase.

“I was excited that we were going to
be able to meet a producer from a national
television show,” he said.

Students listened to Blase speak of
his background, day-to-day schedule,

and ways to become involved in the
television industry. 

Blase also told the students a great
deal about the show, including the
different production techniques,
contestants, and the secrets of reality TV.

Junior Kathryn Foust, a fan of
“Trading Spaces”, found out from Blase
that reality TV isn’t always reality.

“Blase told us that he would create a
‘Soap Opera’ between the homeowners
and the designers when he became
bored,” she said.  “He would also cut a
chair to make the legs different lengths,
or paint the walls different colors just to
create a more interesting show.  He also
told us that the designers were not
certified home designers; they designed
shorts, Coke bottles, etc.”

Dovicsak learned a little more about
the show, too.

“I realized that reality shows aren’t
necessarily reality,” he said.  “He told us
that he himself has tried to create conflict

and plays with the cast’s emotions to
spice up the show.”

According to Foust, the interview
changed her views of the communications
industry.

“I learned how much time you have to
sacrifice to get what has to be done,
done, and that it’s not such a glorious
job,” she said.  “But,  I still want to do
something in the industry.”

Dovicsak said that Blase gave him “a
little more direction to the different fields
and jobs available in the communications
industry.”

Blase gave the students a valuable tip
for their future careers, whether in the
communications industry or not.

“Practical experience, practical
experience, practical experience,” Blase
said. “If this means starting off
sweeping floors at a studio, take it. 
Take whatever you can and do
whatever you have to do to get into
[the business.]”
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“Resistance is the first step
towards acceptance.”

-– MRS. ANGELA SMITH, ENGLISH TEACHER

BY ANGELA STOBBS Staff Writer
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Teachers to wear ID cards
BY AMY KING Staff Writer

New leadership in organizations
Student clubs get new advisers
BY BETH SIMMERMAN Staff Writer

The staff members of Hoover High
School aren’t trying to start a new fad.
But they are taking another step towards
creating a safer environment for students.

A photo identification card has been
made for each teacher and staff mem-
b e r. They are to wear the

ID cards throughout
the entire school
day either around
their necks or
clipped to their
clothing.

Other area
high schools

i n c l u d i n g
Jackson, Lake, Perry,

GlenOak and Massillon also have
staff members sporting ID cards in their
own buildings.

Principal Mr. Anthony Pallija, Jr. said
identification and safety are the main rea-
sons for having the staff wear the ID cards.

“It’s good for security that everybody
knows who everyone is.  It’s a big
school,” he said.

Hoover health teacher, Mr. John Mizer,
agrees.

“Today with the problems we face in
schools and people coming in from out-
side, we need to make sure everything’s
safe for students and staff,” he said.

Student opinions vary.
“It’s a good idea because if strangers

come in you’ll know they’re not part of
the school,” said freshman Anna Cerreta.

According to Pallija, teachers are en-
couraged to wear the cards at all times.

Based upon national events, Pallija
recognizes the need for ID cards.

“9-11 made schools become more
aware,” said Palija.  “I think schools are
still trying to get caught up on security.”

Junior Aaron Miller does not think
Hoover is in danger of a national crisis.

“We’re a high school, not a place for a
real potential terrorist attack,” he said.
“Everyone knows everyone and it’s not
like we have masses of people coming
and going all day long.”

He also believes that any intruders
would easily be able to make a fake ID
card if they so desired.

Pallija added that if President Bush or
a Secret Service member would happen
to come to Hoover High School, anyone
who wanted to come in should be able to
produce identification.  And, if not, they

should not expect to enter the building.
Hoover English teacher, Mrs. Melanie

Bridges, is not bothered by having to wear
an ID card.

“They’re not the most fashionable
things in the world,” said Bridges.  “It’s
just a matter of getting used to it.”

She said that forgetting the name card
is the biggest issue.

All students are given an ID card as
well.  They are not expected to wear them
at this time, but students shouldn’t leave
them at home either.

“There will be more done to at least
make sure [students] are carrying them,”
said Bridges.

Palija also said that students should
begin to carry their IDs more often, and
they may be needed for dances and sport-
ing events.  He said if another national
crisis occurs then maybe students will
have to wear theirs as well.

Maybe all the students won’t be at-
taching a string to their ID cards to hang
from their necks in admiration of their
teachers.  But, in any case, Pallija believes
this is a security measure that may prove
effective.

“It’s best to learn in a safe environ-
ment,” he said.

The Student Council wants to become
more “unified” this year, with a new advi-
sor, math teacher, Ms. Malissa Snyder.
She is replacing Ms. Margaret Alvarez
and Mrs. Linda Miller, who resigned their
positions last year.

Snyder feels there are important goals

the council would like to achieve this year.
“[We want to] make Student Council

more involved in promoting school spirit
and make class officers more involved,”
Snyder said.

Changes in the program include meet-
ings each Wednesday at 6 a.m. They are
open to the whole student body. Also,
Student Council is drafting and looking
to approve a constitution this year.
Snyder says this constitution will define
students’ roles in the council.

Student Council secretary, junior
Christine Strawn, said that she has bright
hopes for the year.

“[Ms. Snyder] is enthusiastic and that
enthusiasm seems to have carried over

to the students involved in the council
this year,” Strawn said. “It is wonderful
to see new faces becoming active in Stu-
dent Council.”

The Speech and Debate team has also
gone under leadership changes with the
addition of Miss Jennifer Hilker, a speech
and English teacher who is new to Hoover
this year. She believes this year’s team
will be larger and will focus more on inter-
pretive events than in years past.

Senior Matt Riccardi, president of the
Speech and Debate Team, is confident in
Hilker as their new adviser.

“She’s on the ball and dedicated to
being a success,” he said. “She’ll help to

!See ADVISERS p. 7
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Change is far from unfamiliar for a high
school like Hoover. This year  many clubs
and organizations have fresh faces in lead-
ership positions.

Several teachers have accepted posi-
tions as advisers for Student Council,
Speech and Debate Team, German Club
and the prom comittee.
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Staff changes at Hoover
BY TIFFANY BADER &
MERRITT WOODS Staff Writers

This year Hoover welcomes 10 new
teachers to its staff this year. In addition,
Mr. Scott Giammarco, former ISG instruc-
tor, is now teaching social studies, and
Mrs. Carol Couch, math teacher, has re-
turned to Hoover after a year’s leave.
Mrs. Tamela Grandjean, art teacher, has
transferred from
the Kindergarten
Center and is
working part-time
at Hoover.

“If I could, I
would work more.
The students are
very fun and chal-
l e n g i n g , ”
Grandjean said.

Miss Kelly
Rostedt, German teacher, and Miss Col-
leen Montag, science teacher, are very
pleased with the school, and have found
both staff and students to be very help-
ful.

“[Being a new teacher] is wonderful
because everyone is very helpful,”
Rostedt said.

Hoover’s new teachers seem to be
quite impressed with Hoover so far.

“It’s a phenomenal school. The kids
are great, the facilities are great; no com-
plaints yet,” said Mr. Benjamin Janchar,
science teacher.

“[I’m] impressed everyday when I
walk in, it’s clean and everyone seems to

care,” Miss Megan Dansereau, ISG in-
structor, said.

Miss Jennifer Hilker, English teacher,
and Miss Amy Custar, ISG instructor,
have found the community to be very
supportive of the school and the stu-
dents.

“I love it, the staff is great, the kids
are great and the community,” Hilker

said.
Mrs. Rashmi

Chopra, social
studies teacher,
said she is look-
ing forward to
learning from
many Hoover
teachers.

Mr. Chad
Lukens, English
teacher, looked

forward to starting school.
“I was impressed to find that the stu-

dents were well behaved and very inter-
ested in learning,” Lukens said.

Mrs. Kathy Cunningham was ex-
tremely nervous her first day.

“[I was nervous] more than you can
imagine.  It’s getting better though,” she
said.

Some teachers felt adjusting to the
new school environment wasn’t difficult.

“[Coming from Louisville] doesn’t feel
any different.  This is where I’ve always
wanted to teach,” said Mr. Richard
Plazak, science teacher. “I’ve wanted to
be at Hoover High School.”

ADVISERS

bring the speech team back together and
be stronger for the years to come.”

A further addition to the Hoover High
School staff and the German Club is Miss
Kelly Rostedt.  Changes from last year
will include dues payments for members
and the addition of many more activities
for the club.  Rostedt is enthusiastic about
the upcoming year.

“The students are very excited and that
makes me even more excited,” Rostedt

Miss Megan Dansereau
•4th year teacher • ISG tutor
Mr. Chad Lukens •1st year teacher
•English • Football Coach

Mr. Nicholas Plazak •3rd year teacher •
Science • JV Soccer Coach
Miss Jennifer Hilker •1st year teacher •
English & Speech • Speech Team Adviser

Mrs. Rashmi Chopra
•14th-year teacher • Economics
Mr. Benjamin Janchar •1st year teacher
•Biology •NCMS Basketball Coach

Miss Kelly Rostedt •1st year teacher
•German • Cheerleading Coach •
German Club Adviser
Miss Colleen Montag •1st year teacher
•Earth Science • Cheerleading Coach
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Mrs. Tamela Grandjean
•2nd year teacher • Art 1
Miss Amy Custar
•3rd year teacher • ISG tutor
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(Continued from page 6)

said.
 Additional leadership changes have

occurred for prom committee with math
teacher Mrs. Carol Couch as the new ad-
visor.  She has returned to teaching after
missing last year.  Though plans for prom
committee are still tentative, Couch is
optimistic about the future.

“I’m hoping it will be a memorable
prom,” she said.  “I’m going to need all
the juniors’ support in pulling it off.”

c
w

“This is always where
I’ve always wanted to

teach...
I’ve wanted to be at

Hoover High School.”
- MR. RICHARD PLAZAK, SCIENCE TEACHER



Triner trains in the windy city

BY ASHLEY PUCCI  Staff Writer

While most teachers were spending
their summers taking vacation time, there
was one Hoover teacher who spent his
summer as a student.

Mr. Christopher Triner spent a week

in Chicago with other high school art
teachers to learn new techniques for the
classroom at the Teacher Institute in
Contemporary Art. The application pro-
cess began in January 2003 and more
than 400 teachers from around the coun-
try applied, but only 110 were picked.

TICA, which is at The School of the
Art Institute of Chicago, helped Triner

learn how to further discuss artwork in
class, different painting techniques, how
to work with the human figure, as well
as other things.

“I found it’s more important to get
students out on field trips to experience
culture,” he said.

C o i n c i d e n t a l l y , i n
between classes, Triner ran
into some of his students also
visiting the Institute on a
church mission trip.

Senior Laura Prengaman
was surprised to run into a

teacher that far away from home.
“[Triner] told me about the classes he

was taking and they seemed like a great
opportunity, and a chance for him to see
what it’s like as an art student again. Not
to mention it was in a really amazing
city,” Prengaman said.

Triner himself found the city of Chi-
cago to be very helpful artistically.

Fire department heats up classes

“I did a lot of sketches downtown,”
he said, “and I had access to art supplies
not found [in North Canton].”

The biggest challenge he faced
throughout the whole experience was
being able to produce the artwork in a
short amount of time. The 110 teachers
were split into classes of about 25, and
each person was to complete eight paint-
ings in five days.

Being a student for a week helped him
realize the pressure his students feel in
class and also helped him with his les-
son plans.

“I was very energized to come back
and teach the things I learned,” Triner
said.

He also feels that if anyone is given
the opportunity to experience something
like this, they should take it, because it’s
important to find out what your limits
are and ask yourself, “What am I capable
of?”

When it comes to putting out fires,
it’s best to let the experts handle things.
That’s why Auto Body teacher Mr. Bill
Nelson invited the North Canton Fire
Department to his class Sept. 12 to dem-
onstrate how to handle workplace fires.

At the end of the east parking lot,
Auto Body I students were given a dem-
onstration about how to prevent a fire
from happening in the work place and
how to extinguish one if it does happen.

“I  [now] know how to do it rather
than just the procedure of how to do it,”
said Bryan Zieber.

Firemen John Kastor and Gary Coen
demonstrated a fire and put it out. Then
the students were given a chance to put
one out.

“Doing the actual demo is easier to

BY EMILY KUHN Staff Writer

“I was very energized to come back and
teach the things I learned.”

- MR. CHRIS TRINER ART TEACHER

learn physically because it’s not out of a
book,” said Zieber.

Nelson has had only a few fires hap-
pen over the past 16 years of his teach-
ing career, and he knows about fire
safety, but said that he prefers to let the
experts do the teaching.

“I do this every year,” Nelson said.
“I’m not a fireman, I’m not going to
teach it.”

 The firemen also visited the Culinary
Arts and Graphic Arts classes.

Mr. Denny Dutiel, Graphic Arts
teacher, is a volunteer fireman and knows
how to fight fires as well as Kastor and
Coen.  Still, he said, “It’s different hear-
ing it from a stranger, and I couldn’t do
this and teach a class at the same time.”

The firemen talked to Culinary Arts
as well.

V
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!Senior Cherie Rupert practices putting out
flames under the supervision of North
Canton Fireman Gary Coen.  The NCFD
visited the auto body class Sept. 12.

“We have different kinds of fires in
the classroom,” said Mrs. Connie Cam-
pos, Culinary Arts teacher.
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IN BRIEF

BY SHANNON PIFER
Staff  Writer

The 2003 PSAT will be
given Oct. 21 to sopho-
mores and juniors. The
last day for juniors to
register is Sept. 30.
Sophomores can register
Oct. 1-9. Cost is $10.50.
Register in the guidance
office.

The North Canton
Alumni Association
inducted five into the Hall
of Distinction Sept. 24.
They are Fred Krum,
Richard McElroy, Earl
Loren Stockert, Mrs. Helen
Hoover, and the North
Canton Heritage Society.

The French Club is
holding its own Tour de
France Oct. 4.  Club
members will bike south
from Canal Fulton to
Massillon, where there will
be a picnic afterwards.

The Carl Perkins Grant
is providing tutoring to all
vocational students,
regardless of abilities.
Tutoring is available for all
subject areas from third to

twelfth periods, in room
BB-3.

The Viking has been
selected from all the Herff
Jones yearbooks to appear
in their Ideas That Fly
book.  The cover and the
endsheet of the Viking  will
appear in the 128-page
showcase book that will be
printed in December of
2003.

Mr. Charles Collier, who
teaches AP American
History, has become the
head of the Walsh Univer-
sity Alumni Association.
He is also continuing his
role as the mock trial
advisor.

College Countdown, the
2003 college and career
fair, will be  Sept. 30 from
6-8 p.m. in the Canton
Memorial Civic Center
Auditorium.  It is
recomended for juniors
and seniors and will
feature two financial aid
sessions.  Colleges such
as Ohio State University,
Miami University and Ohio
University will be repre-
sented along with more
than 100 other colleges.

School store peps up

Football, soccer, cross
country and band are only a
couple of things written in cre-
ative sayings covering the
Commons’ walls. It is all thanks
to members of Pep Club who
stay after school on Wednes-
day nights. This year they
have another job, managing
the school store.

New store manager, Kathy
Snyder, has been in charge of
Pep Club for five years. She is
also in charge of five study
halls per day, and manages the
new school store. She has high
hopes for success in this busi-
ness venture.

 “So far everything is go-
ing well; hopefully it will be a
great year,” Kathy Snyder
said.

Two students work the
store for 30 minutes during
each period of the day, with
the exception of period 4/5.
Every night the students make
sure the money is correct and
re-stock for the next day. The
store serves as a fund-raiser
so Pep Club can afford to buy
their supplies.

“I’m really excited. We’re
getting spirit items, Hoover

pens and pencils, T-shirts and
a whole bunch of other great
things,” Kathy Snyder said.

 Senior Drew Riley, presi-
dent of Pep Club, has been a
member for two years.  His goal
is to increase school spirit and
make the signs better.

“Last year I was unsatis-
fied with the signs in the com-
mons, saying just  ‘go
Hoover’,” Riley said. “This
year we’re trying to make
things more unique.”

Sophomore Marija
Condric, a first year Pep Club
member, enjoys staying after
school to write unique slo-
gans.

She hopes the new mem-
bers will help make the signs
more original.

“We try to come up with
creative sayings to promote
school spirit,” Condric said.

Senior Amber Snyder, Sec-
retary of Pep Club, has been
an active member since fresh-
man year.  She thinks the new
store has potential to help with
Pep Club signs and spirit.

“The school store will turn
out really well, as long as
people buy stuff,”Amber
Snyder said. “I’m hoping we
get a lot of spirit with the
things we’re selling.”

 !Senior Mandy Pettay prays at the “See You At The Pole
Rally” Sept. 17.  More than 1,000 teens from youth groups
in Stark County came to Hoover for this event.
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– Dominic Reolfi

!The 2003 Homecoming Court, which will presented at the
game vs. McKinley tonight, includes seniors Kevin Doyle, Jillian
Martin, Lindsay Milhoan and Alex Ramsey; juniors Nicci Kynkor
and Tory Coyle; sophomores John Arnold and Athena
Koumoutzis; and freshmen Jackie Delamater and Joe Curran.



Teens become more cautious
Features

Hoover grad’s death
increases ATV safety
precautions
BY MEGHAN PIFER Staff Writer
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careful“It made me want to be more
and not so reckless.”

-Tim Meister, 12

People have been riding ATVs for
years, but only after Hoover graduate
Ryan Witsaman died while riding one,
has safety become a priority.  His death
has affected the views of many stu-
dents.

ATVs are becoming increas-
ingly popular for teenagers to-
day, with safety not always being the
precedent.  However, there are many
precautions that can be taken to pre-
vent ATV accidents.

Professionals recommend that hel-
mets, goggles and gloves should be
worn while riding. While not all people
follow this advice, senior Tim Meister
and sophomore Chris Cutter do.

“We wear helmets, and even chest
protectors sometimes so we don’t get
hurt, but freaky things can still hap-
pen,” Cutter said.

According to http:/ /
research.marshfieldclinic.org, a na-
tional survey taken in 1997 reported
that only 36 percent of ATV riders wear
a helmet at all times.

Senior Brittany VanKeulen first got
into riding about two years ago when
her family bought an ATV.  She always
wore a helmet, but on one occasion she
wore a hat instead.  She was riding a
friend’s ATV when she lost control of
the vehicle and ran into a tree.

“I know  whenever I am going to use
someone else’s ATV, I need to learn
how to ride it and test it before getting
out there,” VanKeulen said.

Many first-time riders have the pre-
conceived idea that driving an ATV is
similar to driving a car or riding a bike,
although in actuality it is very differ-
ent.  ATVs are considered a rider-ac-
tive machine, meaning that riders must
shift their weight to control the vehicle.

Clay Cheyney has been a salesman
for Bair’s Inc. for a little over five years,
selling ATV’s, among other things.    He
thinks there are many ways riders can
prevent accidents.

“The biggest safety thing is com-
mon sense,” he said.  “Know
the territory you’re riding in,

don’t go out
in places
you don’t
know well, or

go too fast.”
Bair’s requires its buyers to watch a

safety video when purchasing an ATV.
“If it’s their first ATV, we go over it

thoroughly with them.  We go over con-
trols and how to
ride them before
they take them
home,” Cheyney
said.

After her ac-
c i d e n t ,
VanKeulen de-
cided to take a
safety class.

There are
several safety-
related classes
provided for
those who are
interested.  Po-
laris, a company
that produces
ATVs, offers a
toll-free number
where you can
find out when
and where these
classes are held.

Cheyney said that ATVs are very
safe if the riders know how to ride them
correctly.

“It’s up to the rider.  They are all
very safe machines if used properly.
The majority of accidents we see are
alcohol related, uneducated riders, and
guys that get out there in groups and
start acting macho and daring each
other to do things.  They push the lim-
its and that’s how accidents happen,”
he said.

ATVs do not provide seat belts or
safety harnesses of any kind.  Accord-
ing to Cheyney, this would “hinder
your ability to be an active rider and
control the machine.”

Witsaman’s death has changed
Meister’s view of ATV safety.

“It hasn’t turned me off to riding,
but it has made me realize what the ma-
chine can actually do,” he said.  “It
made me want to be more careful and
not so reckless.”

Despite the
safety risks, he
enjoys riding for
various reasons.

“I ride once or
twice a week.  I
love the thrill of
the speed and
the bonds
formed with
friends I ride
with,” he said.

No matter
how extreme you
choose to ride,
VanKeulen of-
fers advice to
stay safe.

“The biggest
thing is safety
first.  You have to
respect the ma-
chine,”  she
said.!V
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!Senior Brittany Van Keulen with her four-wheeler
and the helmet she wears since her accident last
year.  Many Hoover students ride ATVs on the week-
ends, but more now are taking more safety precau-
tions.



Where’s the beach?
BY KHALEI FOGLE Staff Writer
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Imagine being in a foreign country
without your family, going to school with
unfamiliar people and sometimes having
to learn a totally different language.

That’s what life is like for Joerg
Jacobsen and Fernanda Jacinto, foreign
exchange students who are attending
Hoover this year.

Both Jacinto and Jacobsen were se-
lected to be foreign exchange students
by companies in their respective coun-
tries.

 “The companies have different pro-
cesses of selection which include appli-
cations, interviews, recommendations,
grades and various other things,” said
Barbara Tarantino, the guidance coun-
selor in charge of foreign exchange stu-
dents.

Jacinto traveled here from Brazil as a
part of the Rotary International Exchange
Program.

She decided to be a part of the pro-
gram because she has family members

that were also foreign exchange students.
“My brother said it was very fun and

a good way to learn English,” Jacinto
said.

Although the students choose to be
a part of the program, they do not get to
choose where they are sent.

“The companies place students with
area representatives around the United
States and it is up to those representa-
tives to find host families wherever they
can,” Tarantino said.

Jacinto is staying with Pam and Phil
Moore of Uniontown and, even though
she sometimes struggles with the lan-
guage, enjoys being here.

According to Jacinto, the main differ-
ence between Brazil and the U.S. is the
weather and the fact that North Canton
is missing one important thing – a beach.

The second foreign exchange student
attending Hoover this year is Joerg
Jacobsen from Germany.

Jacobsen came to North Canton
through the Council on International

"See EXCHANGE, p.13

Many students who walked through
Hoover’s doors for the first time on
Sep. 26 were nervous; imagine how
siblings Sofiya and Pavil Lisobts must
have felt.  The two walked in Hoover’s
doors with very little knowledge of the
English language.

Sophomore Sofiya and freshman
Pavil Lisobts came to the United States
from the Ukraine for the purpose of
studying. Sofiya said that as far as
conquering the language barrier, the
siblings are “learning a little bit, but it
is hard.”

Because they do not know the En-
glish language, they have trouble un-
derstanding their teachers.

The Lisobts have three uncles and an
aunt living in the area, as well as friends
in Hartville, which also aids in their ad-
aptation. Despite communication
struggles,  they said their parents are
happy in America.

The Lisobtses have found many
changes with the schooling between the

two countries. For example, Sofiya said
that the class offerings are very differ-
ent. Pavil said his favorite class is Art ,
and he also enjoys Word Processing.

In addition to changes regarding
classes, Pavil and Sofiya have noticed
many differences in the structure of the
school day. For example, they said that
in the Ukraine students go home for
lunch. Sofiya is not used to a lunch pe-
riod, and does not eat during school.
Although there are many differences be-
tween Ukrainian and United States
schools, they do like Hoover.

“This is a better looking school,”
Sofiya said.

Ukraine students new to Hoover
BY NICK DEFAZIO Staff Writer

"See UKRAINE, p.13     Pavil Lisobts            Sofiya Lisobts

Exchange students experience new life in North Canton
Educational Exchange.

“I got involved with the program be-
cause I wanted
to learn the lan-
guage better,” he
said.

While in
A m e r i c a ,
Jacobsen is liv-
ing with host
family Laura and
Jim Unferdorfer.

One of Jacob-
sen’s main inter-
ests is photogra-
phy. As a mem-
ber of the Viking
yearbook staff,
he can often be
seen on the side-
lines of Hoover
sporting events
trying to capture
the action.

Jacobsen is also a freelance photog-
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!Foreign exchange student
Joerg Jacobsen spends most of
his time snapping photos of
sporting events for yearbook. He
is one of two foreign exchange
students at Hoover this year.


