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Personal information
becomes simple for
anyone to acquire
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keyboard that sends an electrical
signal through the back of the computer to a place where it is translated into a string of 1's and 0's that
rush at the speed of light through a highway of silver and green circuits, finally materializing as a few
letters on a computer display.

As exciting as it sounds, technology is also cold and impersonal -- but that doesn’t prevent it from
having the potential to invade one’s personal life. This issue is all about privacy in the digital era. Inthe
year 2003, the bleak dystopias of Orwell and Bradbury can no longer be comfor tably dismissed as an
infeasibility -- if anything, they are far closer to being a reality than not. From picture phones to identity
theft, when it comes to our personal privacy, technology can be both a blessing and a curse. The writing
team of Sean Bhagat, Beth Simmerman, Adele Vergis and Lindsy Wise has gone to great lenghts to
examine the implications of these new developments.

Technology is also centrifugal to the universe of “The Matrix,” the films of which have become nothing
less than a cultural phenomenon. With the third film, “The Matrix Revolutions,” released, Steve Aquino
looks for a meaning among mania that has swept fans worldwide, and also evaluates the degree to which
their expectations were met by the new film.

Elsewhere, Jon Dieringer and Amy King collect parents’, students’ and teachers’ impressions of the
new grading system after seeing it in action at the end of the first nine weeks. While the vocal majority has
been against the changes, administrators still stand by their decision.

Itis also important to note that, in this issue, three of our columnists have switched. Look for Chris
Zaluski on the back page, Don Kotnik taking over Z's space and Tyler Alichin taking on the opinion column.

We haope you enjoy this issue of The Viking Views— just be careful that no one’s looking over your
shoulder.

Corrections

In Kotnik’s Chronicle, mayorial candidate Chuck Osborne’s name was misspelled as “Oshourne.” It was also stated that
Oshorne was “against” the skate park. Osborne had in fact voted for the funding of the skate park, but was opposed to
the Dogwood Park location.

CATHY SAMARA
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The girls swim team rests dur- mPreparing for Operation Appre- - mSophomore Eli Woodhall follows
ing a recent practice at the YMCA. ciation, Junior Alex Bourlas deco-  through on a pass during the Vi-
Both the boys and girls teams rates the top of a gift box. Check ~ kings home-opener Nov. 13. The
will first compete Dec. 5 at the out page 6 for a look inside of hockey team is hoping to build
McKinley Relays. Turn to page the Veterans Day project,and how upon last season’s 19-9 record,
38 to gain aninsight into the up- Hoover High School lent a help-  Look to page 38 for a preview of
coming season. ing hand to the nation’svets.  the new season.
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Privacy is some-
thing that many
Americans
hold dearest.
In the year
2003, with
the threat of “vir-
tual voyeurism” and new legislation,
The Viking Views wonders just how
much privacy we currently have, and

how long we can keep it.
See page 20
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New system discussed

SHANNON PIFER

Parents, students
guestion grading

BY AMY KING Staff Writer

Parents and students gathered round,
notebooks in hand, arms raised high,
with one thing in mind: the new grading
system. They wanted to find out why
their grades or their child's grades were
suffering.

The open-forum was held Nov. 6 in
Hoover’s Media Center to address any
guestions about the grading system.

Although parents came prepared with
guestions, as well as complaints, some
people attended the meeting with other
motives.

“1 went to the meeting to see what
the new policy is and why it was
changed,” Mark Fetzer, parent of a
Hoover student, said.

The meeting began with an informa-
tional video, previously shownto Hoover

students.

Following the video, Principal Mr.
Anthony PallijaJr. and Technology Spe-
cialist Mr. Eric Curts opened up thefloor
for questions.

All questionsfrom the 45 parents and
three students at the meeting were in
support of reforming the new system.

Parents were mainly concerned that
they were not included in the decision-
making process for the system. Curts

what to doif their children were bad test
takers. Other concerns ranged from the
effect on college admissions, and if
Hoover now has* higher standards’ com-
pared to nearby districts such as Jack-
son.

Curtsand Pallijaaddressed each topic
accordingly. Pallijasaid that the Hoover
name was an “eye catcher” to colleges
and students already have an advantage
because of the school’s reputation.

and Pallija

said that “Worry is alleviated with data,
they did and | need to get data”
want par- - MR. Eric Currs, DisTRICT TECHNICAL SUPERVISOR
ent input.
“1 wish we would've sent a special Biology teacher Mrs. Ann Sowd
newsletter home in July . . . but, we spoke about the misconception of only

didn't,” Palijasaid.

Pallija also said he thought that par-
ents were represented considering most
of the teachers involved in the commit-
tee were also parents.

However, Nancy Knudsen, parent of a
Hoover sophomore, was
skeptical of the answers
given by the administra-
tion.

“1 guessl’malittledis-
couraged,” Knudsen said.
“There have been alot of
apologies on your side.”

Pallija said that he
gave a lot of apologies
at the meeting.

“1 apologized for the
miscommunication, but
when you have a school
this big, how many
memos do you need to
send out before someone
readsit?’ Pallijasaid.

Other parents were
worried that the teachers

B Sophomores Chris Cutter and Jake Brown take part in the
open forum on the grading system. The forum, held Nov. 6, was
intended to answer the questions of parents and students on
the new grading system.

did not have proper
training because of the
short notice of the sys-
tem. Some parentsasked

tests going into the academic achieve-
ment category.

“We just met and listed probably 20
things that could go into achievement,”
Sowd said.

Curtsdoesnot believethat itisfair to
say that we have “higher standards.”

“1 think what [the standards] are is
moreaccurate,” hesaid. “Until you have
some consistency we're just assuming
everything isok.”

But Malia Sponseller, parent of a
Hoover sophomore, does not feel that
the system needed changed in the first
place. She mentioned the 22 out of 22
“excellent rating” the North Canton City
School District received last year.

“Why try to fix what's not broken?”’
Sponseller asked.

This was followed by around of ap-
plause from other parents and students.

Curtsreminded the parents about their
drivefor consistency. Hesaid that inthe
previous years there was no system for
grading students.

Curts also estimated data they had
collected on the number of each grade
sent home on report cards. He said there
were approximately 3600 A’s during the

(OSeeFORUM p. 10
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Students react to grades

BY JON DIERINGER Staff Writer

The way one would except a chef to
make great food, or a Hollywood
stuntman to be agreat driver, onewould
think that math teacher Mrs. TinaCindea
could punch buttons on acal culator with
relative ease — even more so than most
people.

Typically, thisistrue—but at the mo-
ment, something is perplexing her. De-
spite doing a few simple mathematical
operations—adding, multiplying and di-
viding — Cindea seems frustrated.

“l don’t know how a 98 percent is
bringing your grade down,” shetellsthe
student learning over her desk, eagerly
running his eyes up and down a column
of numbers on her computer screen.

Last year, a 98 would certainly have
some degree of a positive effect on a
lesser overall average grade, but, this
year, the student’s 98 isfiguring into his
practice score, which was previously at
100 percent. Sothe 98, whichwashigher
than the student’s average grade, ended
up lowering the total final grade.

“That's probably happened to every
teacher a million times, but I’ve never
physically watched it happen,” Cindea
said.

Even after this first nine weeks, the
new grading system, which categorizes
every grade into practice and achieve-
ment, then averages the two categories
with aweight of 15 percent and 85 per-
cent, respectively, still has the ability to
surprise parents, students and teachers.

“The grade in my biology class was
the difference between an A and a B,”
said sophomore Chris Cutter, who cal cu-
lated hisgrade with and without the 85 -
15 split. He has been concerned about
theimplications of the new system since
receiving hismidterms.

Along with junior Jesse Brown, Cut-
ter attended a meeting held Nov. 6 that
was called to address parent and stu-

dents’ concerns.

Brown sayshefeelsthat
the first nine weeks was a
test to see how the new
system works, however he
does not feel that there is
datato comparetheresults
to.

“We were guinea pigs
for data that does not ex-
ist,” hesaid, adding that he
felt the meeting was made
up of “more apol ogiesthan
explanations.”

Mr. Eric Curts, theNorth
Canton technical supervi-
sor who has been instru-
mental in the implementa-
tion of the system, saysthat
the school agrees that par-
ents should have“morein-
formation, quicker and
sooner”.

Asidefromanew online
FAQ for parents to read,
teachers and administra-
torsareworking to provide
mathematical figures to
show what affect the sys-
tem has had on grades.
Theplanistowork on*“ par-
allel grading,” for which
teachers will figure the grades by their
old standards and compare them to the
grades calculated by current standards.

“Itwill help usget afeel for what im-
pact this has had,” said Curts. “1 would
be shocked if there wasn’t some change.
So far, it has not been significant.”

However Mrs. Nancy Knudsen, par-
ent of a Hoover student wonders why
thiswas not done before the system was
implemented to provide more substan-
tial research.

“Theway todoit best isfirst run this
new grading system in parallel with the
old one, with the old one counting, and
look at the numbers to see if [changing

d341d NONNVHS

EDistrict Technical Supervisor Mr. Eric Curts explains the new
grading policy to parents. Stressing the need to have input
from parents and students, Curts explained the ramifications

of the new grading policy.

to the new system] is the right answer,”
she said.

Cindeahad redone gradesfor parents
and students who had requested it. Ac-
cording to her, all of her grades are he
same or higher in the current system.

What took her by surprise had noth-
ing to do with numbers—it wasthe score
of e-mailsshereceived from parentswant-
ing to know why their HonorsAlgebrall
student needed, according to the com-
ment column on the student’sreport card,
“an attitude adjustment.”

“A quiz score went in as both a quiz
grade and acomment code,” said Cindea
“The quizwasonly out of 24 points, and

(0See GRADING p. 10
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Students show appreciation

Classes donate time, supplies to aid veterans

BY STEVE AQUINO Staff Writer

Eighty-five years ago, during Octo-
ber of 1918, the world was beginning to
see the end of the most destructive and
far-reaching war history had yet met.
Thosefighting in World War | —from the
Western Front of France to the trenches
of Russia — began to hear quiet on the
battlefields, and by Nov. 11, the armies
of The Great War had bid farewell to their
armsaong with the signing of the Treaty
of Versailles, which officially

students in Ms. Rita Palmer’'s A.P. En-
glish classesand all studentsenrolledin
social studies classes did much more
than just reflect on the topic to memori-
alizethe Veterans.

The socia studies students took up
the project — called “ Operation Appre-
ciation” —of making 158 boxes, eachfilled
withtoiletries, for the veteranswho visit
the Louis Stokes Outpatient Veterans
Clinic in Canton, and Palmer’s students
baked 24-dozen cookies to serve to the

ing of usthen they did that,” Krusemark
said.

Due to the current conflict in Iraq,
Palmer feelsthat it ismoreimportant than
ever for adults and students alike to no-
tice the importance of the veterans.

“We need to be touched by the sacri-
ficethat the veterans made, especialy the
boys who basically sign up to pack up
and leave when they turn 18,” Palmer
said. “We certainly owe a lot to the
people who have already done this.”

At the clinic, the students

ended the fighting of World
War |.

It wasthis day, which became
widely known as Armistice Day

“We need to be touched by the sacrifice

that the veterans made.”

- Ms. Rita PaLMER, ENGLISH TEACHER

who volunteered were ableto
hear the stories of someof the
veterans. Pamer recals one
story a veteran recounted to

until 1954, that Nov. 11 becamea
national holiday, which would
thereafter be known as Veterans Day.

As part of the law, students through-
out theU.S. arerequired to spend at | east
one hour doing activities related to Vet-
erans Day, whether it bewatching avideo
or having an in-class discussion about
the significance of the holiday.

However, for thisyear’sVeterans Day,

ESenior Drew Riley presents one of the boxes

to a local veteran.

Members of Ms. Rita

Palmer’s english class and various history
classes gave up their time to deliver the hy-
giene boxes in person.

veterans at the clinic on Nov. 10.

Theideawas sparked by Bob Toth, the
director of the veterans bureau for Stark
County. Toth told her about the clinic and
the need for volunteers there, especialy
around Veterans Day. Palmer said that she
then needed help in getting the task off
the ground, so shewent to Mr. Cummings
to seeif his students would help, and he
felt that it was suitable project for the so-
cia studies department.

“Anytimewe get involved in helping
out the community, | think it's a great
idea,” Cummingssaid. “ Especially with
civics students, a project like this can
proveto beagreat learning opportunity.”

After last year's project, which, ac-
cording to Palmer, “literally took hun-
dredsof hours,” Palmer felt that her stu-
dents should do something of a lesser
scale, whilestill helping out.

“| think volunteering or a project is
much better for the students' understand-
ing of the holiday than, say, an essay or
just talking about it in class,” she said.

Senior AmandaKrusemark, one of the
six A.P. English students who traveled to
theclinicto hand out boxesand serve cook-
ies, felt that whilethe project wassmall in
undertaking, it was still something that
needed to be done for the veterans.

“Whenthey gave uptheir livesto fight
inwar, wherever it was, they were think-

her about his experience in
World Wer 11.

“Thisonelittlemanwastelling me about
how he fought in the Battle of the Bulge
and the Normandy invasion on France —
two of thelargest battles of theentirewar,”
she said. “He comes down [to the clinic]
every week to volunteer. Heishardly mo-
bile himsalf and he till goes down every
week. Soif he seestheimportance of help-
ing out, we need to aswell.”

Due to the overwhelming number of
boxes and cookiesthat were madefor the
clinic, along with thelarge number of toi-
letriesthat were also collected, the clinic
will be able to use the extra donations
throughout November and into the
Christmas season so that nothing will go
to waste.

One veteran, who wished not to be
named, told his story to the student volun-
teers. Withit, heexpressed hisgratitudefor
what the students at Hoover had done for
hisfellow veterans.

“Whenever | talk to [young people]
about what happened to me in war, | ask
them two questions: Where Beijing isand
when Pearl Harbor day is,” he said. “Be-
cause on that day, | was captured by the
Japanesein Beijing —before anyone heard
anything about a war — and taken to a
PO.W. campfor four years. Sowhat [these]
kidshavedoneinjust giving up afew hours
of their time means so much to us veter-
ans.”

6 m The Viking Views m 11.26.03



Are you watching?

Witness your year.
See beyond these four walls.
You are an eyewitness.

Don’t miss it.

Order your 2004 Viking yearbook today.
Not tomorrow. That will be too late.

Orders must be postmarked by Nov. 30.

Be a part of life within these four walls.

Name: Grade: Homeroom:
Address:

City and State: Zip:

For imprint

(print name exactly as you want it to appear, if different from above.)

O 2004 Viking $50 Make checks or money order payable to:
O  Imprinted name $5 Yearbook Direct.

O  Plastic cover $2

O  World yearbook $4 Mail order to YearbookDirect

O Autograph insert $2 P. O. Box 605

Sharon Center, OH 44274

330/239-4494
yearbookdirect@adelphia.net
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Video production faces delays

BY CAITLIN SAMPSEL Staff Writer

“Good Morning Hoover! Today is
November 28, 2003, and these are your
video announc—"

Well,almost.

The explanation behind the absence
of the usual video announcements lies
in the construction of the new video
productions studio, now located in M
hallway.

Renovation of the new studio began
this summer, after the five-year-old
studio in J hallway failed to
accommodate the large video
equipment, as well as the increasing
number of interested students enrolled
in the video productions and broadcast
journalism classes.

“[The old studio] was way too
small,” broadcast journalism teacher
Mrs. Drake said. “We were literally
falling over each other.”

In contrast, the new studio is nearly
three times the size of the former,
complete with 14 editing rooms,
compared to the four from previous
years. It also has a sound booth,
recording and TV studios, and a
classroom for instruction.

“The new studio is just awvesome,”

senior broadcast journalism student
Becky Smith said

However, the excitement surrounding
the new studio has
been put on delay for

space, everyone has more time to work
on projects, because we don’t have to
share everything,” he said.

weeks, as grant and
equipment delays, as
well as technical
difficultiesregarding

“...I can focus on teaching instead of
building, and it's the educational experience
that’'s most important to me.”

- MR. Tom WiLsoN VIDEO PrRoDUCTIONS TEACHER

wiring, continually
push back the
tentative date in which the studio will
open for full use.

Video productions instructor Mr.
TomWilson, anticipates the video
announcements to begin before
Thanksgiving, and theannual fall project,
traditionally a Veteran's Day video, is
expected to be out in December, but will
be revamped to focus on North Canton
throughout WWII.

Teachers and students alike seem to
agree that despite the slight delay, the
overall product will be well worth the
wait.

Senior Video Productions Il student
Joe Oberster notes that the class is
moving a “bit slower” right now,
compared to last year, but is confident
the outcome will be a positive one.

“ Since we have more equipment and

Drake, too, has observed the effects
of the delay, but feels that she has, in
some way's, been impacted positively.

“The delay has given us moretimeto
work on delivery and writing skills,” she
said. “Hopefully, they canincorporatethe
skills they’ve learned at the beginning
now, instead of learning on the run.”

Wilson too, assures that students
have had plenty to do throughout the
construction, and believes that they are
looking forward to thefinal outcome.

“While there have been some delays,
we' recommitted to the experiencethat’s
provided to the students through hands-
onlearning,” hesaid. “I'mfinally getting
tothe point wherel’mrelieved and | can
focus on teaching instead of building,
and it'sthe educational experiencethat’s
most importanttome.” M

Fellowship helps needy

BY JAMIE DIEUGENIO Staff Writer

Thanksgiving istomorrow, and Christ-
masisjust around the corner. Inthespirit
of giving, Fellowship of Christian Stu-

Members of the club are filling shoe
boxeswith small gifts; they will then be
wrapped and delivered to young boys
and girls.

The project is sponsored by

Samaritan’s Purse Interna-

“People who are more fortunate have
a duty to help those less fortunate than

themselves.”

- StEPHANIE MENKE, JUNIOR

tional Relief Organization. It
has been going on since
1993, and they have col-
lected and distributed over
24 million shoe boxesworld

dentsisonce again taking part in Opera-
tion Christmas Child. The project spreads
holiday joy to suffering children around
theworld.

wide. According to the
Samaritan’s Purse brochure, the shoe
boxes will help children who have been
affected by war, natural disaster, poverty,
illness or neglect.

“Thingsaren’t aseasy for them,” jun-
ior Ben Nicholssaid. “They canusethe
help.”

Many of the children who receivethe
boxes live in third world countries and
have never seen commodities as nice as
the ones enclosed in the shoe boxes, ac-
cording to the Samaritans Purse bro-
chure.

“They aregiven to children who prob-
ably wouldn’t get anything else,” Fel-
lowship of Christian Students’ adviser
Mr. Jeff Kreissaid.

Kreis learned about the program

OSee FELLOWSHIP p. 9
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Key Club ‘officially’ helpful

Hoover’s Key Club becomes chartered

BY TIFFANY BADER Staff Writers

Ever wonder who collectsthe stuff in
those yellow recycling bins? Key Club
does- asone of their projects, with many

i
B Juniors Emily Kneen and Sophomore Tara
Beavers collect class room recycling bins. This
is just one of the many services performed by
the newly chartered Key Club.

more to come now that the club has
officially been chartered.

Becoming chartered isworth it to the
club “because you're then an official
club” said Key Club Secretary, junior
Jessica Housos. They are also now a
part of the national organization of clubs.

FELLOWSHIP

NHNX ATINS A9 OLOHd

According to Key Club President
senior Allison Larocca, becoming
chartered “ pretty much meanswegot all
our paperwork done.”

“[We are now] nationally known asa
key club sowe'll get recognitionand we'll
get to attend the district convention in
April,” Laroccasaid.

Hoover’s Key Club is a part of the
division 17 Key Clubs, along with 11
other schools. The officers from the
different schools clubs get together
monthly. Laroccafindsthese beneficial
because you can “see how other key
clubs come together.”

Hoover’s other Key Club officersin
addition to Larocca and Housos are
senior Khalei Fogle, vice president, and
sophomore Kayleigh Hipp, treasurer.

Mrs. Laura Abrashoff believes them
to be “innovative and responsible” as
well as“awonderful group of officers.”

Now that Hoover’s club has been
chartered, Laroccafeelsthe club will no
longer beviewed asan “outsider” by the
other clubs.

Oneof their projectsthey’ reinvolved
in is collecting pop tabs. They're
involved in a friendly competition with
another division. The benefits from the
pop tab collection goes to the Ronald
McDonad Foundation.

In order to compete for the Ohio
Governor’sAward, the club also will do
fundraising for the Children’s Miracle
Network, throughout the year.

(Continued from page 8)
through his church, and is pleased with
the success Hoover has gotten in past
years. Thisisthethird year that the club
has collected over 50 shoe boxes.

Junior Stephanie Menke says she en-
joysparticipating inthe project and help-
ing those less privileged than sheis.

“People who are more fortunate have
a duty to help those less fortunate than
themselves,” Menke said.

The generosity of those making the
shoe boxes can make a Christmas magi-
cal for achild.

“[The gifts] brighten Christmas for
those who wouldn't usually have one,”
Kreissaid.

Although Operation Christmas Child
is over for the year, information about
more Samaritans Purse projects can be
found at www.samaritanspuse.org. Fel-
lowship of Christian Studentswill con-
tinue to meet for the rest of the year,
and they alwayswelcome new members.

“[FSC] is away for kids to get to-
gether with other kids who have simi-
lar interests,” Menke said. ™

The club aso wanted to be involved
in the school, with more than just
recycling.

“We've recently adopted the
courtyard,” Laroccasaid.

Cleaning and fixing up the courtyard,
has becomethe clubs project for the year.
They cleaned and decorated it, and also
do weekly maintenance.

“The officers volunteered to do that
[take care of the courtyard], they thought
it would be a nice service to the school
and the seniors,” Abrashoff said.

Theclubisalsowaiting for approval
to hold a penny drive, where pennies
would becollected infirst period classes.
Teachers would then have to count the
number of pennieswhich would motivate
students to bring in more, so that more
timewould betaken.

Larocca recognizes that the club has
gotten off to a slow start, but hopes to
create a snowballing affect in student
involvement in the future.

“We have a couple of projects in
mind,” Housos said.

One project that the club hopes to
become involved in, istraining animals
to help people with special needs.

Key club is student run, without its
membersthereisno club.

“One of our goalsisto get members
of Hoover High School to recognize how
big Key Clubis,” Laroccasaid. It'sone
of the biggest student run organizations
intheworld.” ¥

CHAMPIONS

Nancy Cochran

710-30TH ST., N.E.
CANTON, OHIO 44714
(330) 452-4179  Fax (330) 452-1933
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(Continued from p. 4)

first nine weeks.

But when Mrs. Pat Jeffcott, parent of
a Hoover sophomore, asked for a com-
parison to last year, Curts did not have
any.

“These numbers mean nothing,” she
said.

Curtstold the parentsand studentsthat
their statements and questions generated
agenuine concern.

“Worry is aleviated with data, and |
needto get data,” hesaid. “Our godl inthe
end isto havethe grades accurately repre-

GRADING

(continued from pg. 5)

sent what [students] know.”

Scheduled to end at 8 p.m., the meet-
ing was stopped at 8:30 p.m., with some
guestions left unanswered. Pallija en-
couraged parentsto send any more ques-
tionsto him viae-mail.

Junior Jesse Brown, who attended the
meeting, did not feel that credible an-
swerswere given at the meeting.

“| felt they gave too many apologies
over answers,” Brown said. “They tried
to back up the grading system with data
they didn’t actually have present.”

Fetzer dso fedsthat the questionswere
not answered as well as they could have
been.

“There needs to be better communica
tion between the adminigtration, teachers,
students and parents on the impact the new
policy hasondl different typesof students,”
Fetzer said.

This was made apparent to Curts at the
mesting.

“I think it wasavery good chanceto hear
parent feedback,” hesaid. “Itisconfirmed
in my mind that we need more and better
input from parents and students.” [\

if you look at the comment codes in
the 19-24 range, they arevery negative.”

Because of the experience, which
Cindeadescribesas“theworst thing that
happened” to her as aresult of the tech-
nological changes, she sent aletter home
to al of the affected students’ parents.

“We as teachers need to be double
checking things we never knew we had
to double check,” Cindea said.

Still, Curtshas noticed throughout the
nine weeks what he callsa“ definiteim-
provement” in teachers response to the
system.

“[Lately], there has been an over-
whelmingly positive response [from
teachers],” he said.

Some of thiswasreflected in avideo
shown to students the Friday before re-
port cards were mailed home. Thispre-
sentation did not set well with all of the
students, some of whom felt that it was
an unfair representation of peoples’ atti-
tudes toward the changes.

“The video was like propaganda,”
said Cutter. “There was no student or
parent input, and it was completely un-
balanced.”

Curts has heard rumors that many of
the candid interviewswith teachersinthe
video were actually scripted, but he re-
futesthese claims.

“The only thing scripted were the
parts with Mrs. Peggy McClain and Mr.
Thomas Shoup,” he said.

While many students were upset by
the video, there are still students who
agree with the opinions presented —
namely, that the changes have been posi-
tive.

“1 had some doubts,” Junior Kevin
Roshak said, “but after the nine weeks
ended, | realized | liked it.”

Roshak does not agree with opinions
that the system isunpractical, or unfairly
places too much weight on test scores.

“The SAT doesn’t giveyou abonusif
you're a‘bad test taker,”” he said.

Other students appreciate the changes
for different reasons. Senior Jon
VanVranken, who in an article written
earlier this year claimed he liked that
there was less weight on homework,
stands by hisoriginal feelings.

“1 did a lot less homework and still
received the same grades,” he said, re-
flecting on the nine weeks while spend-
ing hisstudy hall using crayontofill ina
coloring book.

Until teachers and administrators
completethe“parallel grading” process,
it remains uncertain whether or not the
same holdstrue for all Hoover students.
Regardless of theresults, however, Curts
stands firmly by the district’s decision.

“I truly, truly, truly believeit's fair,”
he said.

Any questionswhich parents may still
have are likely to be answered by the
FAQ, thelink to whichis on the Hoover
website. Curtsiswelcome to discussion
and questions, “as longls people have
onetheir homework,”
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ASL Club to help at
Christmas party for deaf

BY ANNIE DEFAZIO
Staff Writer

The Christmas spirit isin
the air —games, candy, and of
course, Christmas carols. Just
because some people can not
hear does not mean they have
any less Christmas spirit —
they just “sing” with their
hands.

A Christmas Party will be
held for the deaf children of
Stark County from 10 am.-2
p.m. Dec. 13 at Nazir Grottoin
Perry. 1t’sopento kindergart-
ners through 12" graders and
their families. And for the
fourth year, Hoover’'s Ameri-
can Sign Language Club will
be helping out with the event.

Sophomore Samantha
Newman, club member, islook-
ing forward to the party.

“This will be a high point
for deaf children this year,”
Newman said.

Mrs. Susan Cammel, ASL
teacher and ClubAdviser, said
that because deaf children are
not usually around other deaf
children, they love getting to-
gether and they look forward
to parties.

“Thisparty isall about deaf
culture,” Cammel
said.

There will be a
range of activities
for children of
different ages.
Some of the
events include

o -

p"\..

songs.

Cammel said that Deaf
people can enjoy music as
much aseveryonedoes. There
will be Christmascarols, except
they will be signed. The mu-
sic will be very loud and the
children will hold balloonsto
feel thevibrations.

There will even be a deaf
Santa Clause attending the
Christmas party to make the
children’s Christmas wishes
cometrue.

Seniors Tony Tozzi and
Anna Hampton, both Canton
Quota Club Deaf Teensof the
Month, are looking forward
to the Christmas party.

“It is something to do and
away to give back to the com-
munity all while getting to
know others my age,” Tozzi
said.

Mrs. Marylin Hlass,
teacher of the deaf at Hoover,
said that only afew children
in North Canton are truly in-
volved in the deaf community
because many of themareoral.

“To beinvolved, ASL has
to be your first language,”
Hampton said.

However, Hlass said that
deaf students are more in-
volved in the special occa-

sion aspect of the deaf com-
munity such as parties.

Cammel expects the

number of attendants

at this year’s Christ-

mas party to triple
‘*~\J

a bean bag "-.. from previous
toss, bingo, years.
signing .l.- Hampton
Christmas "W \& believes the
stories, a reason thereis
pifiata, and L V\B agreater turn-
Christm out ex

pected
is be-
cause
more
people

IN BRIEF

On Dec.13, three
members of the Academic
Challenge team will travel
to Cleveland to compete
on News Channel 5. The
competion will air on Jan.
24. The team is planning
on bringing an audience
of 20-25 people. If any
students are interested in
attending, contact Mrs.
Wiley.

The Education Endow-
ment Fund recognized
its award winners for 2003-
2004. Carole Mundoff was
honored with the Classified
Award, Cindi Luke was
given the Certified Award
(pre-K-grade 5), Chuck
Radich was honored with
the Certificated Award
(grades 6-12), Joyce Reolfi
was given the Citizens
Award and Willis Park was
honored with the Special
Award. All of the award
winners were recognized
at a dinner Nov. 5.

Bill Reitz, a Hoover
Science teacher, was
recognized Oct. 21 at the
Board of Education
meeting for completing
training in the American
Association of Physics
Teachers Resources
Agents Program. Reitz
will continue training in
the summer in Sacra-
mento, Calif.

The Special Olympics
was held Nov 15. at the NE
community building. The
Stark Sharks faced off
against the MRDD. Twenty-
five people voluntered their
time to help with the event.

Senior Wallis Welsh has
been nominated for the
U.S. Senate youth program.
Welsh participated in the
2003 Buckeye State
Program and was chosen
as one of the top 20 state
semifinalists.

Today is the last day to
order Hoover Vikings
fleece blankets. The junior
class is selling the blankets
to raise money for the 2004
Prom. All orders with
payments should be turned
in to the main office or to
Mrs. Couch in AA-7.

The Computer Tech Class
goes to the Middle School
every Saturday to partici-
pate in a project called
R.0.C.K.S., which stands
for Refurbishing Old
Computers for Kids who
can not afford newer ones.

Mr. John Heather, Middle
School gym teacher, is a
new inductee to the Mount
Union College M-Club Hall
of Fame for football.
Heather was at one time
named the best defensive
lineman and was first team
All-OAC.

— Dominic Reolfi

arebecominginvolvedinthe
deaf community.

“1 think thereason wefeel
like [the deaf community] is
growing isbecausetheaware-
nessisraised,” she said.

Hampton said the party is
not only about fun and
games, but it is also a great
opportunity to encourage
younger deaf kids and make
them realize they don’'t need
to hold back.

“They can be successful,
they don’'t need to feel abnor-
mal because they are not,”
Hampton said.

Cammel said the children
arenot the only oneswho will
benefit from this Christmas
party. She believes events
such as this help parents see
their children’strue potential.

“People think being deaf
isahandicap, butitisaniden-
tity,” Cammel said.
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Thanksgiving diversity

Unique fall
celebrations

Contrary to popular belief, Americais not the only
country that celebratesafall holiday. Although the
following countries do not celebrate Thanksgiving
exactly like Americans, they havetheir own unique
fall celebrations.

KOREA—-Chusok

A timefor family and food, Chusok isalso called the
Korean Thanksgiving, according to www.
familyculture.com. Taking place over athree-day pe-
riod, family members travel to their loved ones
graves. Instead of turkey and stuffing, Koreans eat
rice cakes, beans, sesame seeds and chestnuts.

VIETNAM-Tet-Trung-Thu

According to www.familyculture.com, this is
Vietnam’'sMid-Autumn Festival. Lanterns, folklore,
food and crafts shape the child-oriented day. This
holiday is one of the most popular in

Vietnam.

INDIA—Pongal

According to www.kohinoorb
asmati.com, Pongal is the largest cel-
ebration for many peopleliving in In-
dia. Meaning “boiling over,” Ponga
“cel ebrates the bounteous cropsinthe &
fields.” Four gods are celebrated over
afour-day period, and many eventstake
place, such asacart races, cock-fights
and community mesls.

CANADA-Canadian Thanksgiving
Thiscelebrationismost similar totheAmerican holi-
day. Parades, food and family create avery Ameri-
can-like celebration.

NIGERIA-Yam Festival
Held at theend of arainy season, the Yam Festival is
very popular, according to familyculture.com. Yams
are harvested, then given to gods and ancestors of
theNigerians.

-Kristen Mooney

Variety adds fun to
traditional holiday

BY KRISTEN MOONEY Staff Writer

Celebrated as a day of gratitude and
family unity, Thanksgiving is a holiday
in which most Americans participate.
With women bustling around the kitchen
creating delicious home-cooked dishes,
small fingers secretly dipping into pies
and men watching the infamousfootball
game on the big-screen, most typical-
American families cel ebrate Thanksgiv-
ingsimilarly.

But not everyone celebrates Thanks-
givinglike

this. Fami- ¢ Fami |y and fOOd, how

lies from
other
countries, as well as
Americans, sometimes

havedifferent traditions. -Sgmantha Crowe, Perry senior

SamanthaCrowe, ase-

nior at Perry High
School, said that her
family killstheir owntur-
key for Thanksgiving.

“On Thanksgiving
Eve, my family and | go
to aturkey farm and we
find the perfect turkey,”
Crowe said. “Then we
shoot it.”

The Crowe family
has been following this
tradition since 1990.
Crowe said that the
wholefamily enjoys par-

ticipating.

“After we shoot it, we pluck all the
feathers and the children make Indian
headdresses,” she said. “Then we cook
the turkey that night for the next day.”

According to thanksgiving-
traditions.com, wild turkeys have
changed since the Thanksgiving tradi-
tion was started.

“Wild turkeys, as they would have

been encountered in New England nearly
four centuries ago certainly did not re-
sembl e the overstuffed fowl, cultivated
for our dinner table, that we have come
to recognize, even by silhouette,” the
website says.

A.J. Bacon, a Hoover graduate, also
huntson Thanksgiving. It hasbeen atra-
dition that he and his father have fol-
lowed for many years.

“It's a father-son thing that we've
been doing for about seven years,” Ba-
con said. “We go hunting from about
fiveuntil 11 at night.”

Bacon said that although heisan only
child, his mother does not care that he
and his father go
hunting on Thanks-
giving.

“It’s
just a
day to
hunt,”
he said.

IS that?’

“[My mom] knowswhat’sup.”

Being the meat lovers that they are,
the Bacon men do not miss out on their
regular Thanksgiving dinner.

“We go to both sides of my family, so
we eat two meals,” Bacon said. “I love
it

For senior ElisaBernardo and her fam-
ily, celebrating Thanksgiving isanew tra-
dition. Having moved to America from
Brazil ayear and ahalf ago, thisyear they
will celebratetheir second Thanksgiving.

“Wereceived aninvitation from are-
ally good family friend last year,”
Bernardo said.

Bernardo said that the day was inter-
esting and was a very different experi-
ence.

“We helped them set the table, we
brought food, wetalked, ate and then we
watched alittle bit of the football game.
We prayed, too. It was really good,”
Bernardo said. “I ate everything. |

OSee THANKSGIVING, p.13
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New country,

new traditions

BY MEGAN PIFER Staff Writer

Most people do not recall their first
Thanksgiving celebration. They probably
don’'t remember their first, succulent bite
of grandma’s homemade turkey and stuff-
ing, or the way they felt crowded around
one table; but for Hoover’s foreign ex-
change students, Fernanda Jacinto and
Joerg Jacobsen, these events will be
planted firmly intheir memories.

Both Jacinto and Jacobsen come from
countries that don't celebrate Thanksgiv-
ing, so this year they will have their first
tasteof theholiday. Bothwill bewiththeir
host families, and they can’'t wait for the
festivities.

“I'm so excited,” Jacinto said.
“Everyone's telling me the food is redlly
good.”

Jacintoisfrom Brazil, and said thefoods
Americansesat at Thanksgiving aresimilar
to what Brazilians eat at Christmas.
Jacobsen, whoisfrom Germany, agrees.

“We have a big dinner on
Christmasday. We haveturkey
at Christmas,” Jacobsen said.
“We aso have pumpkin pie a
lotin Germany.”

BecausethisisJacinto’sfirst
Thanksgiving, her host mother,
Mrs. PamMoore, isgoingtotry
and makethe holiday as specia
as possible.

Her
host“Everyone’s telling me the Urfercorte e’

family
will begoingto Moore'smother’s
houseto eat dinner, where Jacinto
will havethe opportunity to meet
many new family members.
“She'svery affectionate. Onethingwe
have learned about her is that, in Brazil,
they pretend to kiss each other on the
cheeks astheir greeting. If you areredly
specid, they givehugs,” Mooresaid. “Fam-
ily isvery important to her.”
AsaMoorefamily tradition, aprayer is
said before the dinner, and some yearsthe

BGerman ex-
change stu-
dent Joerg
Jacobsen
(center) and
his host family,
Mrs. Laura and

A n d vy
Unferdorfer,
clean out

pumpkins to
prepare for the
holidays.

family takes
turns sharing what they are thankful for.

“We leave the prayer up to the oldest,
whichwouldbemy father. Hereflectsback
ontheyear and givesthanksfor it,” Moore
said.

After dinner, the family sings a few
Christmas carolstogether.

While Jacinto will be celebrating
Thanksgiving once, Jacobsenwill celebrate
twice. Hishost family will be celebrating
with both sidesof thefamily,
on two separate days. The
first celebration Jacobsenwill
attend will bethe Sunday be-
fore Thanksgiving.

He will be celebrating
again on Thanksgiving with
hishost father’sfamily, where
therewill beabout 25 people.

“1 thi nk he’ Il blend right

said

very friendly and
outg0| ng

isTeally good.” ad he

seems to

-Fernanda Jacinto, 12  get along

easily with people.”

Unferdorfer is hopeful that Jacobsen
will enjoy thishaliday and learn many new
traditions.

“Wehavebeentaking to himalot about
why Americans celebrate this holiday,
whereit camefromandwhy itisso special
tous,” Unferdorfer said.

THANKSGIVING

(Continued from p.12) —
thought it was really nlce of them to ask

us to go because | thought [ Thanksgiv-
ing] wasafamily thing.”

Bernardo found that alot of the food
was unlike the food she was used to.
Referring to cranberry sauce, she said
that she“thought it wasweird to put jello
with turkey.”

Bernardo and her family enjoyed
Thanksgiving Day celebrations, and are
having Thanksgiving at their own house
thisyear. Bernardo said that it isgood to
learn about the traditions that other cul-
tures have.

“Try to learn about other countries,”
she said. “It makes me sad that other
peopledon’t know about other cultures.”

Christin Rodak, asenior at Louisville
High School, and her family have adopted
their own Thanksgiving-Day tradition.
With 24 cousinsand six aunts and uncles
on her dad’s side of the family, it is hard
to celebrate both Thanksgiving and
Christmaswith everyone.

“We have a Christmas gift exchange
with all the cousins on Thanksgiving. We
livein all different states, soitishard to
all come together both months,” Rodak
said.

Crowe believesthat, no matter how a
family celebrates, Thanksgivingisagreat
American holiday.

“Ilove Thanksgiving,” shesaid. “Fam-
ily and food; how perfect isthat?' M

COURTESY OF JOERG JACOBSEN
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COURTESY OF KIMBERLEY MELIN

Thankful for friends, family

Former teacher
making music again
BY BETH BECHERER Staff Writer

As Kimberley Melin sits down to
Thanksgiving dinner this year, she has
many reasonsto bethankful. Threeyears
ago, she was recovering from a near-fa-
tal accident in which she suffered a se-
verebraininjury, paralyzing theleft side

of her

EMrs. Kimberley Melin sits at her
piano. After recovering from a car
accident, Melin has returned to
conducting.

body. This
year, she
will becel-
ebrating
with her
family after
her suc-
cessful
graduate
recital last
Saturday.

Melin
conducted
“If Music
Be the
Food of
Love” at
Fairlawn-
W e st
United
Church of
Christ, Ak-
ron, using only her right hand.

Many of Melin's friends and family
participated in therecital, including her
sister, Jill Weiss.

“My sister has been in every recital
withme. It'ssomething | liketo call ‘ sib-
ling collaboration’,” Melin said.

Her mother-in-law, VirginiaMelin, and
many Hoover High School graduates
al so participated.

“It [was] a big accomplishment timed
amost with her completing the graduate
degree,” said her husband, Michagl Médlin.

Shewill receive her Mastersdegreein
Choral Conducting from the University
of Akron this spring.

The accident in August of 2000 not
only put her career on hold, but also al-
tered plansshe had for her future. A very
talented musician, Melin was left to re-
|earn everything she once knew.

“My original plan wasto at some point

get amastersin vocal performance, and
after the accident | couldn’t do that,”
Melin said.

Recovery was a long process filled
with many frustrations.

“[Recovery ig] training your brain to
find new ways to accomplish different
activities,” Melin explained.

While in high-intensity physical
therapy at Edwin Shaw Rehabilitation
Hospital, Melin set weekly goalswith the
nursing staff — things to accomplish be-
fore her husband's next visit.

“It’slike baby steps, watching achild
grow, where one day they can’t do some-
thing, and by the next month they can,”
Melin said.

The couple remembers one particular
time when Michael came to visit while
Kimberley was till in physical therapy
and without the use of her left arm.

“He came in the room, and | hugged
himwith both arms, without evenredlizing
what | wasdoing,” Mdin said.

One of the biggest breakthroughsthat
Melin accomplished waslearning how to
run again.

Melin had always been fond of run-
ning. During physical therapy she ex-
plained to the Edwin Shaw staff that it
was something she wanted to work on.

Atfirst, it was a hallway, then maybe
50feet and still finding herself completely
winded. Al-
though run-

ning seemed “A |Ot Of Very

to be an un-
reachable

amount of support she and her family
received, things would not be the same.

“It means so much to me that people
with crazy schedules took the time to
come and visit me, to call, to even have
dinner with me,” she said.

Melin said that her husband was the
biggest support to her during recovery,
playing alarge part in many of the deci-
sions made during her rehabilitation.

“I havenowords,” Melinsaid, “to de-
scribe how wonderful heis.”

Michael Melin wasalso very thankful
to al of those who assisted the couple
during thistrying time.

“l am personally thankful for the
[Hoover High School] administration,
students and community for their efforts
to help me with things | needed help
with,” hesaid. “They were so accom-
modating in about every way you could
hope for.”

Thehelp cameinmany different ways.

“Loads of cards came to the house.
[We] would read through them while |
was at therapy,” Melin said.

People also dropped off mealsto the
house, even after Melin was home.

“What the whol e thing comes down
to is being supportive to another hu-
man being,” Melin said.

As Thanksgiving approaches and we
all reflect on what we are thankful for,
Melin thinks of
the events of the
last few years.

task, Melin people . . . helped make my
very impor-
o it sounds back to life possible.”

silly, but 1 honestly -Mrs.Kimberley Melin, former
had to practice my Hooyer teacher, in her recital program

running,” Melin ex-
plained. “I wasstill
having trouble with my leg, but | wanted
todoit sothat | could feel aliveagain.”

She is now running five miles, three
to four timesaweek.

“[Recovery] realy depends on the
kind of person, whether or not they step
up to the challenge to get better,” Melin
said.

Melin believesthat, without thelarge

“1 am thank-ful for my life,” shesaid.

After al the couple has gone through
inthe past three years, they are now able
tolook at thingswith apositive perspec-
tive.

“Everybody hassomething hardintheir
life,” Méelin said. “I am no different than
any other person in the world that had to
go through something traumatic.”
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American
Karate

John Foster
7th Degree
Master = Coach
For Team USA
Martial Arts

LOW MONTHLY RATES

Children’s Classes (Watch Their Grades Improve)
Classes small and private

330.499.0605

113 S. Main = (on The Square in North Canton parking in rear)

LLc.

PIZZA OVEN RESTAURANT
[HNE-IN PLEASLIRE

PIIZA - PASTA - EMTREES - STEAKS
4580 Dressler Rd. KW Canton

| -II.'I'|I:I- FAY &1 EASTTN TAETEE JEIT Owners:
e | Kathy Hipp
M-TE: Sue Bertsch

Driving Academy

*Call for ations to participate in our
§ holiday sessions where you can complete your
driving classes dunng Christmas break.

Quality Driving Instruction

(330) 966-1211

1225 North Main St
North Canton, Ohio 44720
Located across from the Post Office

Pick A Car ... Any Car!

Selechion, Service, Savings o Satisfaction since T938!

@ L "I

iR irwidpey iy ISLnpe

CHREYSLER + DODGE « JEEF « BACK = MAZDA » VOLESWLSEN
VOO + LAGUAR ¢ MEPCEDES-BENT » PORSCHE - UD TRUCKS

Fampattom Motors « 148D Cieeslandd &ea . BN = Corbarn Oh, 44703
33]-452-4511 = 1-B00-451-3877
Fempthorm Buick = | 1A Mot Movioat Ase, = Cofon. Oy 447002

350-454-4591 = 1-800-224-163%
WO KEMFTHOEN, COM
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Southwestern Grille

Two for Tuesdays

Purchase one dinner entrée any
time on Tuesdays at regular
price and receive a second
meal of equal or lesser value
FREE.

Limit of one coupon per family (table) per
visit and offer valid only with Hoover
student ID card. Offer not valid
December 23 & 30, or April 13. Offer
expires May 19, 2004.
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6081 Dressler Rd.  (330) 497-0744 |

4325 Massillon Rd.  (330) 896-1991
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