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CARING FOR YOUR MOUTH IS COOL!CARING FOR YOUR MOUTH IS COOL!

Personal information
becomes simple for
anyone to acquire

Privacy?Privacy?



Right now, as this editors’ note
is being typed, fingers hit a
keyboard that sends an electrical
signal through the back of the computer to a place where it is translated into a string of 1’s and 0’s that
rush at the speed of light through a highway of silver and green circuits, finally materializing as a few
letters on a computer display.

As exciting as it sounds, technology is also cold and impersonal -- but that doesn’t prevent it from
having the potential to invade one’s personal life.  This issue is all about privacy in the digital era.  In the
year 2003, the bleak dystopias of Orwell and Bradbury can no longer be comfortably dismissed as an
infeasibility -- if anything, they are far closer to being a reality than not.  From picture phones to identity
theft, when it comes to our personal privacy, technology can be both a blessing and a curse. The writing
team of Sean Bhagat, Beth Simmerman, Adele Vergis and Lindsy Wise has gone to great lenghts to
examine the implications of these new developments.

Technology is also centrifugal to the universe of “The Matrix,” the films of which have become nothing
less than a cultural phenomenon.  With the third film, “The Matrix Revolutions,” released, Steve Aquino
looks for a meaning among mania that has swept fans worldwide, and also evaluates the degree to which
their expectations were met by the new film.

Elsewhere, Jon Dieringer and Amy King collect parents’, students’ and teachers’ impressions of the
new grading system after seeing it in action at the end of the first nine weeks.  While the vocal majority has
been against the changes, administrators still stand by their decision.

It is also important to note that, in this issue, three of our columnists have switched.  Look for Chris
Zaluski on the back page, Don Kotnik taking over Z’s space and Tyler Allchin taking on the opinion column.

We hope you enjoy this issue of The Viking Views– just be careful that no one’s looking over your
shoulder.
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Tune into HVTV every morning

THE VIKING VIEWS

The Viking Views is a student-produced newspaper distributed 12 times a year to
approximately 1,800 students and staff, as well as members of the community.  As student
editors make content decisions independently of the school’s staff and administration,
the paper is considered a forum for student opinion.  It is therefore exempt from prior
review or restraint in both principle and practice.

Letters to the editor are accepted and encouraged.  Letters must be signed, but,
upon request, they may be published anonymously at the discretion of the staff. The
Viking Views reserves the right to edit letters for space and content in order to maintain
the paper’s high standards against obscenity, libelous material, and personal attacks.

Letters that exhibit a blatant disregard for such standards will not be considered
for publication.

Unsigned editorials reflect the opinion of a majority of the editorial board.  No
one individual may be held responsible for opinions expressed therein.  Signed
editorials and columns reflect the opinion of the writer and not the Viking Views,
advisor, or school.  The Viking Views takes all measures possible to make a clear
distinction between fact and opinion in all news printed.

In the event of an error, the Viking Views will print retractions as they are
brought to the attention of the staff.

-The Editors

THE VIKING VIEWS

!Sophomore Eli Woodhall follows
through on a pass during the Vi-
kings home-opener Nov. 13. The
hockey team is hoping to build
upon last season’s 19-9 record,
Look to page 38 for a preview of
the new season.

!Preparing for Operation Appre-
ciation, Junior Alex Bourlas deco-
rates the top of a gift box. Check
out page 6 for a look inside of
the Veterans Day project, and how
Hoover High School lent a help-
ing hand to the nation’s vets.

!The girls swim team rests dur-
ing a recent practice at the YMCA.
Both the boys and girls teams
will first compete Dec. 5 at the
McKinley Relays.  Turn to page
38 to gain an insight into the up-
coming season.
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EDITORS’ NOTE 2003-2004

EDITORIAL POLICY

Corrections
In Kotnik’s Chronicle, mayorial candidate Chuck Osborne’s name was misspelled as “Osbourne.”  It was also stated that
Osborne was “against” the skate park.  Osborne had in fact voted for the funding of the skate park, but was opposed to
the Dogwood Park location.



INSIDEVVIEWS 11.26
COVER

Privacy is some-
thing that many
Americans
hold dearest.
In the year
2003, with

the threat of “vir-
tual voyeurism” and new legislation,
The Viking Views wonders just how
much privacy we currently have, and
how long we can keep it.
See page 20
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Ashley Pucci’s illustrates a man overwhelmed
by looming, ominous machines, symbolizing of
America’s increasingly limited privacy.
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!Foreign exhange student Joerg Jacobsen carves
a pumpkin as part of  fall festivities. This was
Jacobsen’s first Thanksgiving in America.



“Worry is alleviated with data,
and I need to get data”

- MR. ERIC CURTS, DISTRICT TECHNICAL SUPERVISOR

NEWS

BY AMY KING Staff Writer
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Parents, students
question grading

New system discussed

"See FORUM p. 10

Parents and students gathered round,
notebooks in hand, arms raised high,
with one thing in mind: the new grading
system. They wanted to find out why
their grades or their child’s grades were
suffering.

The open-forum was held Nov. 6 in
Hoover’s Media Center to address any
questions about the grading system.

Although parents came prepared with
questions, as well as complaints, some
people attended the meeting with other
motives.

 “I went to the meeting to see what
the new policy is and why it was
changed,” Mark Fetzer, parent of a
Hoover student, said.

The meeting began with an informa-
tional video, previously shown to Hoover

students.
Following the video, Principal Mr.

Anthony Pallija Jr. and Technology Spe-
cialist Mr. Eric Curts opened up the floor
for questions.

All questions from the 45 parents and
three students at the meeting were in
support of reforming the new system.

Parents were mainly concerned that
they were not included in the decision-
making process for the system.  Curts
and Pallija
said that
they did
want par-
ent input.

“I wish we would’ve sent a special
newsletter home in July . . . but, we
didn’t,” Pallija said.

Pallija also said he thought that par-
ents were represented considering most
of the teachers involved in the commit-
tee were also parents.

However, Nancy Knudsen, parent of a
Hoover sophomore, was
skeptical of the answers
given by the administra-
tion.

“I guess I’m a little dis-
couraged,” Knudsen said.
“There have been a lot of
apologies on your side.”

Pallija said that he
gave a lot of apologies
at the meeting.

 “I apologized for the
miscommunication, but
when you have a school
this big, how many
memos do you need to
send out before someone
reads it?” Pallija said.

Other parents were
worried that the teachers
did not have proper
training because of the
short notice of the sys-
tem.  Some parents asked

what to do if their children were bad test
takers.  Other concerns ranged from the
effect on college admissions, and if
Hoover now has “higher standards” com-
pared to nearby districts such as Jack-
son.

Curts and Pallija addressed each topic
accordingly.  Pallija said that the Hoover
name was an “eye catcher” to colleges
and students already have an advantage
because of the school’s reputation.

Biology teacher Mrs. Ann Sowd
spoke about the misconception of only
tests going into the academic achieve-
ment category.

“We just met and listed probably 20
things that could go into achievement,”
Sowd said.

Curts does not believe that it is fair to
say that we have “higher standards.”

“I think what [the standards] are is
more accurate,” he said.  “Until you have
some consistency we’re just assuming
everything is ok.”

But Malia Sponseller, parent of a
Hoover sophomore, does not feel that
the system needed changed in the first
place.  She mentioned the 22 out of 22
“excellent rating” the North Canton City
School District received last year.

“Why try to fix what’s not broken?”
Sponseller asked.

This was followed by a round of ap-
plause from other parents and students.

Curts reminded the parents about their
drive for consistency.  He said that in the
previous years there was no system for
grading students.

Curts also estimated data they had
collected on the number of each grade
sent home on report cards.  He said there
were approximately 3600 A’s during the

! Sophomores Chris Cutter and Jake Brown take part in the
open forum on the grading system.  The forum, held Nov. 6, was
intended to answer the questions of parents and students on
the new grading system.
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Students react to grades
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BY JON DIERINGER Staff Writer

The way one would except a chef to
make great food, or a Hollywood
stuntman to be a great driver, one would
think that math teacher Mrs. Tina Cindea
could punch buttons on a calculator with
relative ease – even more so than most
people.

Typically, this is true – but at the mo-
ment, something is perplexing her.  De-
spite doing a few simple mathematical
operations – adding, multiplying and di-
viding – Cindea seems frustrated.

“I don’t know how a 98 percent is
bringing your grade down,” she tells the
student learning over her desk, eagerly
running his eyes up and down a column
of numbers on her computer screen.

Last year, a 98 would certainly have
some degree of a positive effect on a
lesser overall average grade, but, this
year, the student’s 98 is figuring into his
practice score, which was previously at
100 percent.  So the 98, which was higher
than the student’s average grade, ended
up lowering the total final grade.

“That’s probably happened to every
teacher a million times, but I’ve never
physically watched it happen,” Cindea
said.

Even after this first nine weeks, the
new grading system, which categorizes
every grade into practice and achieve-
ment, then averages the two categories
with a weight of 15 percent and 85 per-
cent, respectively, still has the ability to
surprise parents, students and teachers.

“The grade in my biology class was
the difference between an A and a B,”
said sophomore Chris Cutter, who calcu-
lated his grade with and without the 85  -
15 split. He has been concerned about
the implications of the new system since
receiving his midterms.

Along with junior Jesse Brown, Cut-
ter attended a meeting held Nov. 6 that
was called to address parent and stu-

dents’ concerns.
Brown says he feels that

the first nine weeks was a
test to see how the new
system works, however he
does not feel that there is
data to compare the results
to.

“We were guinea pigs
for data that does not ex-
ist,” he said, adding that he
felt the meeting was made
up of “more apologies than
explanations.”

Mr. Eric Curts, the North
Canton technical supervi-
sor who has been instru-
mental in the implementa-
tion of the system, says that
the school agrees that par-
ents should have “more in-
formation, quicker and
sooner”.

Aside from a new online
FAQ for parents to read,
teachers and administra-
tors are working to provide
mathematical figures to
show what affect the sys-
tem has had on grades.
The plan is to work on “par-
allel grading,” for which
teachers will figure the grades by their
old standards and compare them to the
grades calculated by current standards.

“It will help us get a feel for what im-
pact this has had,” said Curts.  “I would
be shocked if there wasn’t some change.
So far, it has not been significant.”

However Mrs. Nancy Knudsen, par-
ent of a Hoover student wonders why
this was not done before the system was
implemented to provide more substan-
tial research.

“The way to do it best is first run this
new grading system in parallel with the
old one, with the old one counting, and
look at the numbers to see if [changing

to the new system] is the right answer,”
she said.

Cindea had redone grades for parents
and students who had requested it.  Ac-
cording to her, all of her grades are he
same or higher in the current system.

What took her by surprise had noth-
ing to do with numbers – it was the score
of e-mails she received from parents want-
ing to know why their Honors Algebra II
student needed, according to the com-
ment column on the student’s report card,
“an attitude adjustment.”

“A quiz score went in as both a quiz
grade and a comment code,” said Cindea
“The quiz was only out of 24 points, and

"See GRADING p. 10

!V

!District Technical Supervisor Mr. Eric Curts explains the new
grading policy to parents.  Stressing the need to have input
from parents and students, Curts explained the ramifications
of the new grading policy.
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Students show appreciation
BY STEVE AQUINO Staff Writer

Classes donate time, supplies to aid veterans

Eighty-five years ago, during Octo-
ber of 1918, the world was beginning to
see the end of the most destructive and
far-reaching war history had yet met.
Those fighting in World War I – from the
Western Front of France to the trenches
of Russia – began to hear quiet on the
battlefields, and by Nov. 11, the armies
of The Great War had bid farewell to their
arms along with the signing of the Treaty
of Versailles, which officially
ended the fighting of World
War I.

It was this day, which became
widely known as Armistice Day
until 1954, that Nov. 11 became a
national holiday, which would
thereafter be known as Veterans Day.

As part of the law, students through-
out the U.S. are required to spend at least
one hour doing activities related to Vet-
erans Day, whether it be watching a video
or having an in-class discussion about
the significance of the holiday.

However, for this year’s Veterans Day,

students in Ms. Rita Palmer’s A.P. En-
glish classes and all students enrolled in
social studies classes did much more
than just reflect on the topic to memori-
alize the Veterans.

The social studies students took up
the project – called “Operation Appre-
ciation” – of making 158 boxes, each filled
with toiletries, for the veterans who visit
the Louis Stokes Outpatient Veterans
Clinic in Canton, and Palmer’s students
baked 24-dozen cookies to serve to the

veterans at the clinic on Nov. 10.
The idea was sparked by Bob Toth, the

director of the veterans bureau for Stark
County. Toth told her about the clinic and
the need for volunteers there, especially
around Veterans Day. Palmer said that she
then needed help in getting the task off
the ground, so she went to Mr. Cummings
to see if his students would help, and he
felt that it was suitable project for the so-
cial studies department.

“Anytime we get involved in helping
out the community, I think it’s a great
idea,” Cummings said. “Especially with
civics students, a project like this can
prove to be a great learning opportunity.”

After last year’s project, which, ac-
cording to Palmer, “literally took hun-
dreds of hours,” Palmer felt that her stu-
dents should do something of a lesser
scale, while still helping out.

“I think volunteering or a project is
much better for the students’ understand-
ing of the holiday than, say, an essay or
just talking about it in class,” she said.

Senior Amanda Krusemark, one of the
six A.P. English students who traveled to
the clinic to hand out boxes and serve cook-
ies, felt that while the project was small in
undertaking, it was still something that
needed to be done for the veterans.

“When they gave up their lives to fight
in war, wherever it was, they were think-

ing of us then they did that,” Krusemark
said.

Due to the current conflict in Iraq,
Palmer feels that it is more important than
ever for adults and students alike to no-
tice the importance of the veterans.

“We need to be touched by the sacri-
fice that the veterans made, especially the
boys who basically sign up to pack up
and leave when they turn 18,” Palmer
said. “We certainly owe a lot to the
people who have already done this.”

At the clinic, the students
who volunteered were able to
hear the stories of some of the
veterans. Palmer recalls one
story a veteran recounted to
her about his experience in
World War II.

“This one little man was telling me about
how he fought in the Battle of the Bulge
and the Normandy invasion on France –
two of the largest battles of the entire war,”
she said. “He comes down [to the clinic]
every week to volunteer. He is hardly mo-
bile himself and he still goes down every
week. So if he sees the importance of help-
ing out, we need to as well.”

Due to the overwhelming number of
boxes and cookies that were made for the
clinic, along with the large number of toi-
letries that were also collected, the clinic
will be able to use the extra donations
throughout November and into the
Christmas season so that nothing will go
to waste.

One veteran, who wished not to be
named, told his story to the student volun-
teers. With it, he expressed his gratitude for
what the students at Hoover had done for
his fellow veterans.

“Whenever I talk to [young people]
about what happened to me in war, I ask
them two questions: Where Beijing is and
when Pearl Harbor day is,” he said. “Be-
cause on that day, I was captured by the
Japanese in Beijing – before anyone heard
anything about a war – and taken to a
P.O.W. camp for four years. So what [these]
kids have done in just giving up a few hours
of their time means so much to us veter-
ans.”

“We need to be touched by the sacrifice
that the veterans made.”
- MS. RITA PALMER, ENGLISH TEACHER

!Senior Drew Riley presents one of the boxes
to a local veteran.  Members of Ms. Rita
Palmer’s english class and various history
classes gave up their time to deliver the hy-
giene boxes in person. !V
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Video production faces delays
BY CAITLIN SAMPSEL Staff Writer

 BY JAMIE DIEUGENIO Staff Writer
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“Good Morning Hoover! Today is
November 28, 2003, and these are your
video announc—”

Well,almost.
The explanation behind the absence

of the usual video announcements lies
in the construction of the new video
productions studio, now located in M
hallway.

Renovation of the new studio began
this summer, after the five-year-old
studio in J hallway failed to
accommodate the large video
equipment, as well as the increasing
number of interested students enrolled
in the video productions and broadcast
journalism classes.

“[The old studio] was way too
small,” broadcast journalism teacher
Mrs. Drake said. “We were literally
falling over each other.”

In contrast, the new studio is nearly
three times the size of the former,
complete with 14 editing rooms,
compared to the four from previous
years. It also has a sound booth,
recording and TV studios, and a
classroom for instruction.

“The new studio is just awesome,”

senior broadcast journalism student
Becky Smith said

However, the excitement surrounding
the new studio has
been put on delay for
weeks, as grant and
equipment delays, as
well as technical
difficulties regarding
wiring, continually
push back the
tentative date in which the studio will
open for full use.

  Video productions instructor Mr.
TomWilson, anticipates the video
announcements to begin before
Thanksgiving, and the annual fall project,
traditionally a Veteran’s Day video, is
expected to be out in December, but will
be revamped to focus on North Canton
throughout WWII.

Teachers and students alike seem to
agree that despite the slight delay, the
overall product will be well worth the
wait.

Senior Video Productions II student
Joe Oberster notes that the class is
moving a “bit slower” right now,
compared to last year, but is confident
the outcome will be a positive one.

“Since we have more equipment and

space, everyone has more time to work
on projects, because we don’t have to
share everything,” he said.

Drake, too, has observed the effects
of the delay, but feels that she has, in
some ways, been impacted positively.

“The delay has given us more time to
work on delivery and writing skills,” she
said. “Hopefully, they can incorporate the
skills they’ve learned at the beginning
now, instead of learning on the run.”

Wilson too, assures that students
have had plenty to do throughout the
construction, and believes that they are
looking forward to the final outcome.

“While there have been some delays,
we’re committed to the experience that’s
provided to the students through hands-
on learning,” he said.  “I’m finally getting
to the point where I’m relieved and I can
focus on teaching instead of building,
and it’s the educational experience that’s
most important to me.”

Thanksgiving is tomorrow, and Christ-
mas is just around the corner.  In the spirit
of giving, Fellowship of Christian Stu-

dents is once again taking part in Opera-
tion Christmas Child.  The project spreads
holiday joy to suffering children around
the world.

Members of the club are filling shoe
boxes with small gifts; they will then be
wrapped and delivered to young boys
and girls.

The project is sponsored by
Samaritan’s Purse Interna-
tional Relief Organization.  It
has been going on since
1993, and they have col-
lected and distributed over
24 million shoe boxes world
wide.  According to the

Samaritan’s Purse brochure, the shoe
boxes will help children who have been
affected by war, natural disaster, poverty,
illness or neglect.

“Things aren’t as easy for them,” jun-
ior Ben Nichols said.   “They can use the
help.”

Many of the children who receive the
boxes live in third world countries and
have never seen commodities as nice as
the ones enclosed in the shoe boxes, ac-
cording to the Samaritans Purse bro-
chure.

“They are given to children who prob-
ably wouldn’t get anything else,”  Fel-
lowship of Christian Students’ adviser
Mr. Jeff Kreis said.

Kreis learned about the program

Fellowship helps needy

“...I can focus on teaching instead of
building, and it’s the educational experience

that’s most important to me.”
- MR. TOM WILSON VIDEO PRODUCTIONS TEACHER

#See FELLOWSHIP p. 9

“People who are more fortunate have
a duty to help those less fortunate than

themselves.”
- STEPHANIE MENKE, JUNIOR
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Ever wonder who collects the stuff in
those yellow recycling bins?  Key Club
does- as one of their projects, with many

more to come now that the club has
officially been chartered.

Becoming chartered is worth it to the
club “because you’re then an official
club” said Key Club Secretary, junior
Jessica Housos.  They are also now a
part of the national organization of clubs.

According to Key Club President
senior Allison Larocca, becoming
chartered “pretty much means we got all
our paperwork done.”

“[We are now] nationally known as a
key club so we’ll get recognition and we’ll
get to attend the district convention in
April,” Larocca said.

Hoover’s Key Club is a part of the
division 17 Key Clubs, along with 11
other schools.  The officers from the
different schools clubs get together
monthly.  Larocca finds these beneficial
because you can “see how other key
clubs come together.”

Hoover’s other Key Club officers in
addition to Larocca and Housos are
senior Khalei Fogle, vice president, and
sophomore Kayleigh Hipp, treasurer.

Mrs. Laura Abrashoff believes them
to be “innovative and responsible” as
well as “a wonderful group of officers.”

Now that Hoover’s club has been
chartered, Larocca feels the club will no
longer be viewed as an “outsider” by the
other clubs.

One of their projects they’re involved
in is collecting pop tabs.  They’re
involved in a friendly competition with
another division.  The benefits from the
pop tab collection goes to the Ronald
McDonald Foundation.

In order to compete for the Ohio
Governor’s Award, the club also will do
fundraising for the Children’s Miracle
Network, throughout the year.

The club also wanted to be involved
in the school, with more than just
recycling.

“We’ve recently adopted the
courtyard,” Larocca said.

Cleaning and fixing up the courtyard,
has become the clubs project for the year.
They cleaned and decorated it, and also
do weekly maintenance.

“The officers volunteered to do that
[take care of the courtyard], they thought
it would be a nice service to the school
and the seniors,” Abrashoff said.

 The club is also waiting for approval
to hold a penny drive, where pennies
would be collected in first period classes.
Teachers would then have to count the
number of pennies which would motivate
students to bring in more, so that more
time would be taken.

Larocca recognizes that the club has
gotten off to a slow start, but hopes to
create a snowballing affect in student
involvement in the future.

“We have a couple of projects in
mind,” Housos said.

One project that the club hopes to
become involved in, is training animals
to help people with special needs.

Key club is student run, without its
members there is no club.

“One of our goals is to get members
of Hoover High School to recognize how
big Key Club is,” Larocca said.  It’s one
of the biggest student run organizations
in the world.”

Key Club ‘officially’ helpful

FELLOWSHIP
(Continued from page 8)

through his church, and is pleased with
the success Hoover has gotten in past
years.  This is the third year that the club
has collected over 50 shoe boxes.

Junior Stephanie Menke says she en-
joys participating in the project and help-
ing those less privileged than she is.

“People who are more fortunate have
a duty to help those less fortunate than
themselves,” Menke said.

The generosity of those making the
shoe boxes can make a Christmas magi-
cal for a child.
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Hoover’s Key Club becomes chartered

“[The gifts] brighten Christmas for
those who wouldn’t usually have one,”
Kreis said.

Although Operation Christmas Child
is over for the year, information about
more Samaritans Purse projects can be
found at www.samaritanspuse.org.  Fel-
lowship of Christian Students will con-
tinue to meet for the rest of the year,
and they always welcome new members.

“[FSC] is a way for kids to get to-
gether with other kids who have simi-
lar interests,”  Menke said.!V

! Juniors Emily Kneen and Sophomore Tara
Beavers collect class room recycling bins.  This
is just one of the many services performed by
the newly chartered Key Club.

Nancy Cochran

710 - 30TH ST., N.E.
CANTON, OHIO 44714

(330) 452-4179 •  Fax (330) 452-1933
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FORUM
first nine weeks.
But when Mrs. Pat Jeffcott, parent of

a Hoover sophomore, asked for a com-
parison to last year, Curts did not have
any.

“These numbers mean nothing,” she
said.

Curts told the parents and students that
their statements and questions generated
a genuine concern.

“Worry is alleviated with data, and I
need to get data,” he said.  “Our goal in the
end is to have the grades accurately repre-

(Continued from p. 4)

GRADING
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if you look at the comment codes in
the 19-24 range, they are very negative.”

Because of the experience, which
Cindea describes as “the worst thing that
happened” to her as a result of the tech-
nological changes, she sent a letter home
to all of the affected students’ parents.

“We as teachers need to be double
checking things we never knew we had
to double check,” Cindea said.

Still, Curts has noticed throughout the
nine weeks what he calls a “definite im-
provement” in teachers response to the
system.

“[Lately], there has been an over-
whelmingly positive response [from
teachers],” he said.

Some of this was reflected in a video
shown to students the Friday before re-
port cards were mailed home.  This pre-
sentation did not set well with all of the
students, some of whom felt that it was
an unfair representation of peoples’ atti-
tudes toward the changes.

“The video was like propaganda,”
said Cutter.  “There was no student or
parent input, and it was completely un-
balanced.”

Curts has heard rumors that many of
the candid interviews with teachers in the
video were actually scripted, but he re-
futes these claims.

“The only thing scripted were the
parts with Mrs. Peggy McClain and Mr.
Thomas Shoup,” he said.

While many students were upset by
the video, there are still students who
agree with the opinions presented –
namely, that the changes have been posi-
tive.

“I had some doubts,” Junior Kevin
Roshak said, “but after the nine weeks
ended, I realized I liked it.”

Roshak does not agree with opinions
that the system is unpractical, or unfairly
places too much weight on test scores.

“The SAT doesn’t give you a bonus if
you’re a ‘bad test taker,’” he said.

Other students appreciate the changes
for different reasons.  Senior Jon
VanVranken, who in an article written
earlier this year claimed he liked that
there was less weight on homework,
stands by his original feelings.

“I did a lot less homework and still
received the same grades,” he said, re-
flecting on the nine weeks while spend-
ing his study hall using crayon to fill in a
coloring book.

Until teachers and administrators
complete the “parallel grading” process,
it remains uncertain whether or not the
same holds true for all Hoover students.
Regardless of the results, however, Curts
stands firmly by the district’s decision.

“I truly, truly, truly believe it’s fair,”
he said.

Any questions which parents may still
have are likely to be answered by the
FAQ, the link to which is on the Hoover
website. Curts is welcome to discussion
and questions, “as long as people have
done their homework.”

sent what [students] know.”
Scheduled to end at 8 p.m., the meet-

ing was stopped at 8:30 p.m., with some
questions left unanswered.  Pallija en-
couraged parents to send any more ques-
tions to him via e-mail.

Junior Jesse Brown, who attended the
meeting, did not feel that credible an-
swers were given at the meeting.

“I felt they gave too many apologies
over answers,” Brown said.  “They tried
to back up the grading system with data
they didn’t actually have present.”

Fetzer also feels that the questions were
not answered as well as they could have
been.

“There needs to be better communica-
tion between the administration, teachers,
students and parents on the impact the new
policy has on all different types of students,”
Fetzer said.

This was made apparent to Curts at the
meeting.

“I think it was a very good chance to hear
parent feedback,” he said.  “It is confirmed
in my mind that we need more and better
input from parents and students.”

6460 Wise Avenue

330.497.1651

North Canton, Ohio 44720
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4778 Dressler Rd NW Thursday’s Plaza Canton, Ohio 44718

“Our experience is your guarantee...”“Our experience is your guarantee...”“Our experience is your guarantee...”“Our experience is your guarantee...”“Our experience is your guarantee...”
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– Dominic Reolfi

On Dec.13, three
members of the Academic
Challenge team will travel
to Cleveland to compete
on News Channel 5. The
competion will air on Jan.
24.  The team is planning
on bringing an audience
of 20-25 people. If any
students are interested in
attending, contact Mrs.
Wiley.

The Education Endow-
ment Fund recognized
its award winners for 2003-
2004.  Carole Mundoff was
honored with the Classified
Award, Cindi Luke was
given the Certified Award
(pre-K-grade 5), Chuck
Radich was honored with
the Certificated Award
(grades 6-12), Joyce Reolfi
was given the Citizens
Award and Willis Park was
honored with the Special
Award.  All of the award
winners were recognized
at a dinner  Nov. 5.

Bill Reitz, a Hoover
Science teacher, was
recognized Oct. 21 at the
Board of Education
meeting for completing
training in the American
Association of Physics
Teachers Resources
Agents Program.  Reitz
will continue training in
the summer in Sacra-
mento, Calif.

The Special Olympics
was held  Nov 15. at the NE
community building. The
Stark Sharks faced off
against the MRDD. Twenty-
five people voluntered their
time to help with the event.

Senior Wallis Welsh has
been nominated for the
U.S. Senate youth program.
Welsh participated in the
2003 Buckeye State
Program and was chosen
as one of the top 20 state
semifinalists.

Today is the last day to
order Hoover Vikings
fleece blankets. The junior
class is selling the blankets
to raise money for the 2004
Prom. All orders with
payments should be turned
in to the main office or to
Mrs. Couch in AA-7.

The Computer Tech Class
goes to the Middle School
every Saturday to partici-
pate in a project called
R.O.C.K.S., which stands
for Refurbishing Old
Computers for Kids who
can not afford newer ones.

Mr. John Heather, Middle
School gym teacher, is a
new inductee to the Mount
Union College M-Club Hall
of Fame for football.
Heather was at one time
named the best defensive
lineman and was first team
All-OAC.

The Christmas spirit is in
the air – games, candy, and of
course, Christmas carols. Just
because some people can not
hear does not mean they have
any less Christmas spirit –
they just “sing” with their
hands.

A Christmas Party will be
held for the deaf children of
Stark County from 10 a.m.-2
p.m. Dec. 13 at Nazir Grotto in
Perry.  It’s open to kindergart-
ners through 12th graders and
their families. And for the
fourth year, Hoover’s Ameri-
can Sign Language Club will
be helping out with the event.

Sophomore Samantha
Newman, club member, is look-
ing forward to the party.

“This will be a high point
for deaf children this year,”
Newman said.

Mrs. Susan Cammel, ASL
teacher and Club Adviser, said
that because deaf children are
not usually around other deaf
children, they love getting to-
gether and they look forward
to parties.

“This party is all about deaf
culture,” Cammel
said.

There will be a
range of activities
for children of
different ages.
Some of the
events include
a bean bag
toss, bingo,
s i g n i n g
Chris tmas
stories, a
piñata, and
Christmas

songs.
   Cammel said that Deaf
people can enjoy music as
much as everyone does. There
will be Christmas carols, except
they will be signed.  The mu-
sic will be very loud and the
children will hold balloons to
feel the vibrations.
     There will even be a deaf
Santa Clause attending the
Christmas party to make the
children’s Christmas wishes
come true.

Seniors Tony Tozzi and
Anna Hampton, both Canton
Quota Club Deaf Teens of the
Month,  are looking forward
to the Christmas party.

“It is something to do and
a way to give back to the com-
munity all while getting to
know others my age,” Tozzi
said.

Mrs. Marylin Hlass,
teacher of the deaf at Hoover,
said that only a few  children
in North Canton are truly in-
volved in the deaf community
because many of them are oral.

“To be involved, ASL has
to be your first language,”
Hampton said.

However, Hlass said that
deaf students are more in-
volved in the special occa-

sion aspect of the deaf com-
munity such as parties.

 Cammel expects the
number of attendants

at this year’s Christ-
mas party to triple

from previous
years.

 Hampton
believes the
reason there is
a greater turn-

out ex-
pected
is be-
c a u s e
m o r e
people

are becoming involved in the
deaf community.

“I think the reason we feel
like [the deaf community] is
growing is because the aware-
ness is raised,” she said.

Hampton said the party is
not only about fun and
games, but it is also a great
opportunity to encourage
younger deaf kids and make
them realize they don’t need
to hold back.

 “They can be successful,
they don’t need to feel abnor-
mal because they are not,”
Hampton said.

Cammel said the children
are not the only ones who will
benefit from this Christmas
party. She believes events
such as this help parents see
their children’s true potential.

“People think being deaf
is a handicap, but it is an iden-
tity,” Cammel said.

ASL Club to help at
Christmas party for deaf
BY ANNIE DEFAZIO
Staff Writer

!V
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Thanksgiving diversity

Variety adds fun to
traditional holiday
BY KRISTEN MOONEY Staff Writer
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Unique fall
celebrations
Contrary to popular belief, America is not the only
country that celebrates a fall holiday.  Although the
following countries do not celebrate Thanksgiving
exactly like Americans, they have their own unique
fall celebrations.

KOREA–Chusok
A time for family and food, Chusok is also called the
Korean Thanksgiving, according to www.
familyculture.com. Taking place over a three-day pe-
riod, family members travel to their loved ones’
graves. Instead of turkey and stuffing, Koreans eat
rice cakes, beans, sesame seeds and chestnuts.

VIETNAM–Tet-Trung-Thu
According to www.familyculture.com, this is
Vietnam’s Mid-Autumn Festival. Lanterns, folklore,
food and crafts shape the child-oriented day. This
holiday is one of the most popular in
Vietnam.

INDIA–Pongal
According to www.kohinoorb
asmati.com, Pongal is the largest cel-
ebration for many people living in In-
dia. Meaning “boiling over,” Pongal
“celebrates the bounteous crops in the
fields.” Four gods are celebrated over
a four-day period, and many events take
place, such as a cart races, cock-fights
and community meals.

CANADA–Canadian Thanksgiving
This celebration is most similar to the American holi-
day. Parades, food and family create a very Ameri-
can-like celebration.

NIGERIA–Yam Festival
Held at the end of a rainy season, the Yam Festival is
very popular, according to familyculture.com. Yams
are harvested, then given to gods and ancestors of
the Nigerians.

Celebrated as a day of gratitude and
family unity, Thanksgiving is a holiday
in which most Americans participate.
With women bustling around the kitchen
creating delicious home-cooked dishes,
small fingers secretly dipping into pies
and men watching the infamous football
game on the big-screen, most typical-
American families celebrate Thanksgiv-
ing similarly.

But not everyone celebrates Thanks-
giving like
this. Fami-
lies from
o t h e r
countries, as well as
Americans, sometimes
have different traditions.

Samantha Crowe, a se-
nior at Perry High
School, said that her
family kills their own tur-
key for Thanksgiving.

“On Thanksgiving
Eve, my family and I go
to a turkey farm and we
find the perfect turkey,”
Crowe said. “Then we
shoot it.”

The Crowe family
has been following this
tradition since 1990.
Crowe said that the
whole family enjoys par-

ticipating.
“After we shoot it, we pluck all the

feathers and the children make Indian
headdresses,” she said. “Then we cook
the turkey that night for the next day.”

According to thanksgiving-
traditions.com, wild turkeys have
changed since the Thanksgiving tradi-
tion was started.

“Wild turkeys, as they would have

been encountered in New England nearly
four centuries ago certainly did not re-
semble the overstuffed fowl, cultivated
for our dinner table, that we have come
to recognize, even by silhouette,” the
website says.

A.J. Bacon, a Hoover graduate, also
hunts on Thanksgiving. It has been a tra-
dition that he and his father have fol-
lowed for many years.

“It’s a father-son thing that we’ve
been doing for about seven years,” Ba-
con said. “We go hunting from about
five until 11 at night.”

Bacon said that although he is an only
child, his mother does not care that he

and his father go
hunting on Thanks-

giving.
“It’s

just a
day to
hun t , ”
he said.

“[My mom] knows what’s up.”
Being the meat lovers that they are,

the Bacon men do not miss out on their
regular Thanksgiving dinner.

“We go to both sides of my family, so
we eat two meals,” Bacon said. “I love
it.”

For  senior Elisa Bernardo and her fam-
ily, celebrating Thanksgiving is a new tra-
dition. Having moved to America from
Brazil a year and a half ago, this year they
will celebrate their second Thanksgiving.

“We received an invitation from a re-
ally good family friend last year,”
Bernardo said.

Bernardo said that the day was inter-
esting and was a very different experi-
ence.

“We helped them set the table, we
brought food, we talked, ate and then we
watched a little bit of the football game.
We prayed, too.  It was really good,”
Bernardo said. “I ate everything.  I

"See THANKSGIVING, p.13

perfect
“Family and food, how

is that?”
-Samantha Crowe, Perry senior

-Kristen Mooney
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New country,
new traditions
BY MEGAN PIFER Staff Writer

thought it was really nice of them to ask
us to go because I thought [Thanksgiv-
ing] was a family thing.”

Bernardo found that a lot of the food
was unlike the food she was used to.
Referring to cranberry sauce, she said
that she “thought it was weird to put jello
with turkey.”

Bernardo and her family enjoyed
Thanksgiving Day celebrations, and are
having Thanksgiving at their own house
this year. Bernardo said that it is good to
learn about the traditions that other cul-
tures have.

 “Try to learn about other countries,”
she said. “It makes me sad that other
people don’t know about other cultures.”

Christin Rodak, a senior at Louisville
High School, and her family have adopted
their own Thanksgiving-Day tradition.
With 24 cousins and six aunts and uncles
on her dad’s side of the family, it is hard
to celebrate both Thanksgiving and
Christmas with everyone.

“We have a Christmas gift exchange
with all the cousins on Thanksgiving. We
live in all different states, so it is hard to
all come together both months,” Rodak
said.

Crowe believes that, no matter how a
family celebrates, Thanksgiving is a great
American holiday.

“I love Thanksgiving,” she said. “Fam-
ily and food; how perfect is that?”

THANKSGIVING
(Continued from p.12)
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Most people do not recall their first
Thanksgiving celebration.  They probably
don’t remember their first, succulent bite
of grandma’s homemade turkey and stuff-
ing, or the way they felt crowded around
one table; but for Hoover’s foreign ex-
change students, Fernanda Jacinto and
Joerg Jacobsen, these events will be
planted firmly in their memories.

Both Jacinto and Jacobsen come from
countries that don’t celebrate Thanksgiv-
ing, so this year they will have their first
taste of the holiday.  Both will be with their
host families, and they can’t wait for the
festivities.

“I’m so excited,” Jacinto said.
“Everyone’s telling me the food is really
good.”

Jacinto is from Brazil, and said the foods
Americans eat at Thanksgiving are similar
to what Brazilians eat at Christmas.
Jacobsen, who is from Germany, agrees.

“We have a big dinner on
Christmas day.  We have turkey
at Christmas,” Jacobsen said.
“We also have pumpkin pie a
lot in Germany.”

Because this is Jacinto’s first
Thanksgiving, her host mother,
Mrs. Pam Moore, is going to try
and make the holiday as special
as possible.

H e r
h o s t
f a m i l y
will be going to Moore’s mother’s
house to eat dinner, where Jacinto
will have the opportunity to meet
many new family members.

“She’s very affectionate.  One thing we
have learned about her is that, in Brazil,
they pretend to kiss each other on the
cheeks as their greeting.  If you are really
special, they give hugs,” Moore said.  “Fam-
ily is very important to her.”

As a Moore family tradition, a prayer is
said before the dinner, and some years the

family takes
turns sharing what they are thankful for.

“We leave the prayer up to the oldest,
which would be my father.  He reflects back
on the year and gives thanks for it,” Moore
said.

After dinner, the family sings a few
Christmas carols together.

While Jacinto will be celebrating
Thanksgiving once, Jacobsen will celebrate
twice.  His host family will be celebrating

with both sides of the family,
on two separate days.  The
first celebration Jacobsen will
attend will be the Sunday be-
fore Thanksgiving.

He will be celebrating
again on Thanksgiving with
his host father’s family, where
there will be about 25 people.

“I think he’ll blend right
in,” said
Unferdorfer. “He’s
very friendly and

outgoing
and he
seems to
get along

easily with people.”
  Unferdorfer is hopeful that Jacobsen

will enjoy this holiday and learn many new
traditions.

“We have been talking to him a lot about
why Americans celebrate this holiday,
where it came from and why it is so special
to us,” Unferdorfer said.

!German ex-
change stu-
dent Joerg
J a c o b s e n
(center) and
his host family,
Mrs. Laura and
A n d y
Unferdorfer,
clean out
pumpkins to
prepare for the
holidays.

food
“Everyone’s telling me the

is really good.”
-Fernanda Jacinto, 12

!V
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BY BETH BECHERER Staff Writer

Former teacher
making music again
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Thankful for friends, family

As Kimberley Melin sits down to
Thanksgiving dinner this year, she has
many reasons to be thankful. Three years
ago, she was recovering from a near-fa-
tal accident in which she suffered a se-
vere brain injury, paralyzing the left side

of her
body. This
year, she
will be cel-
e b r a t i n g
with her
family after
her suc-
c e s s f u l
g r a d u a t e
recital last
Saturday.

M e l i n
conducted
“If Music
Be the
Food of
Love” at
Fairlawn-
W e s t
U n i t e d
Church of
Christ, Ak-

ron, using only her right hand.
Many of Melin’s friends and family

participated in the recital,  including her
sister, Jill Weiss.

“My sister has been in every recital
with me. It’s something I like to call ‘sib-
ling collaboration’,” Melin said.

Her mother-in-law, Virginia Melin, and
many Hoover High School graduates
also participated.

“It [was] a big accomplishment timed
almost with her completing the graduate
degree,” said her husband, Michael Melin.

She will receive her Masters degree in
Choral Conducting from the University
of Akron this spring.

The accident in August of 2000  not
only put her career on hold, but also al-
tered plans she had for her future.  A very
talented musician, Melin was left to re-
learn everything she once knew.

“My original plan was to at some point

get a masters in vocal performance, and
after the accident I couldn’t do that,”
Melin said.

Recovery was a long process filled
with many frustrations.

 “[Recovery is] training your brain to
find new ways to accomplish different
activities,” Melin explained.

While in high-intensity physical
therapy at Edwin Shaw Rehabilitation
Hospital, Melin set weekly goals with the
nursing staff – things to accomplish be-
fore her husband’s next visit.

“It’s like baby steps, watching a child
grow, where one day they can’t do some-
thing, and by the next month they can,”
Melin said.

The couple remembers one particular
time when Michael came to visit while
Kimberley was still in physical therapy
and without the use of her left arm.

“He came in the room, and I hugged
him with both arms, without even realizing
what I was doing,” Melin said.

One of the biggest breakthroughs that
Melin accomplished was learning how to
run again.

Melin had always been fond of run-
ning.  During physical therapy she ex-
plained to the Edwin Shaw staff that it
was something she wanted to work on.

At first, it was a hallway, then maybe
50 feet and still finding herself completely
winded.  Al-
though run-
ning seemed
to be an un-
r e a c h a b l e
task, Melin
found it to be
very impor-
tant.

“I know it sounds
silly, but I honestly
had to practice my
running,” Melin ex-
plained.  “I was still
having trouble with my leg, but I wanted
to do it so that I could feel alive again.”

She is now running five miles, three
to four times a week.

“[Recovery] really depends on the
kind of person, whether or not they step
up to the challenge to get better,” Melin
said.

Melin believes that, without the large

amount of support she and her family
received, things would not be the same.

“It means so much to me that people
with crazy schedules took the time to
come and visit me, to call, to even have
dinner with me,” she said.

Melin said that her husband was the
biggest support to her during recovery,
playing a large part in many of the deci-
sions made during her rehabilitation.

“I have no words,” Melin said, “to de-
scribe how wonderful he is.”

Michael Melin was also very thankful
to all of those who assisted the couple
during this trying time.

“I am personally thankful for the
[Hoover High School] administration,
students and community for their efforts
to help me with things I needed help
with,”  he said.  “They were so accom-
modating in about every way you could
hope for.”

The help came in many different ways.
“Loads of cards came to the house.

[We] would read through them while I
was at therapy,” Melin said.

People also dropped off meals to the
house, even after Melin was home.

“What the whole thing comes down
to is being supportive to another hu-
man being,” Melin said.

As Thanksgiving approaches and we
all reflect on what we are thankful for,

Melin thinks of
the events of the
last few years.

“I am thank-ful for my life,” she said.
After all the couple has gone through

in the past three years, they are now able
to look at things with a positive perspec-
tive.

“Everybody has something hard in their
life,” Melin said. “I am no different than
any other person in the world that had to
go through something traumatic.” V
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!Mrs. Kimberley Melin sits at her
piano. After recovering from a car
accident, Melin has returned to
conducting.

journey
back to life possible.”

special“A lot of very

  -Mrs.Kimberley Melin, former
Hoover teacher, in her recital program

people . . . helped make my
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