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THE VIKING VIEWS

The Viking Views is a student-produced newspaper distributed 12 times a year to
approximately 1,800 students and staff, as well as members of the community.  As student
editors make content decisions independently of the school’s staff and administration,
the paper is considered a forum for student opinion.  It is therefore exempt from prior
review or restraint in both principle and practice.

Letters to the editor are accepted and encouraged.  Letters must be signed, but,
upon request, they may be published anonymously at the discretion of the staff. The
Viking Views reserves the right to edit letters for space and content in order to maintain
the paper’s high standards against obscenity, libelous material, and personal attacks.

Letters that exhibit a blatant disregard for such standards will not be considered
for publication.

Unsigned editorials reflect the opinion of a majority of the editorial board.  No
one individual may be held responsible for opinions expressed therein.  Signed
editorials and columns reflect the opinion of the writer and not the Viking Views,
advisor, or school.  The Viking Views takes all measures possible to make a clear
distinction between fact and opinion in all news printed.

In the event of an error, the Viking Views will print retractions as they are
brought to the attention of the staff.

-The Editors

THE VIKING VIEWS

!Senior Andy Beppler answers a
question at a recent taping of
“Academic Challenge”  The
Hoover academic challenge team
received the honor of  earning a
spot on the show, which was re-
cently reaired.  See page 8.

!Junior Chris Daigneault swims
for success.  This year, both the
boys and girls swimming teams
have had an excellent season, and
are well-poised to carry this suc-
cess all the way to the top.  For a
story, see page 42.

!Exhibiting Globetrotter-like style
and grace, middle school student
Drew Strumpel shows his skills at
the Jan 9. pep rally.  Strumpel
and other “Hoover Hoopsters”
wowed the crowds with their en-
tertaining ball handling.
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EDITORS’ NOTE 2003-2004

EDITORIAL POLICY

When going under the knife,
surgery patients often seek
reassurance; after all , it is a
dangerous process.  But can you
imagine a doctor saying, “Please; I’ve been doing this since high school?”

Doogie Howser may still have one up on them, but the students of Hoover’s new Aultman Academy
program are certainly making in-roads into the medical profession.  This unique new program gives
students a special opportunity to gain hands-on experience in the career of  their choices.  In that way,
it carries on Hoover’s outstanding tradition of offering exciting, cutting-edge educational experiences.
Those interested in learning how the academy’s first students have felt about their experiences, or
what it has in store for prospective students may turn to the cover section, beginning on page 22.

This issue is not just a celebration of  a revolutionary new program, but also the career of  one of
North Canton City Schools’ most valued figures, Dr. Tim Schiltz.  For the longest time, he has been one
of the most prominent individuals on the board of education, which preceded his announcement to
retire earlier this year.  As you can read on page 4, Schiltz’s achievements are not to be taken lightly,
and the district will sorely miss his presence.

And as we look back on the career of a valued individual, we also look back on what the year 2003
had in store for entertainment fans.  The opening spread of  our culture section on page 32 spotlights
the many films and songs that have defined the way we will look back on the year.

Elsewhere, in the features section, Sara Barr makes light of  another program the school offers
which places handicapped students in local jobs.  We are always proud to give coverage to such
commendable effor ts, as we have on page 12.

We at The Viking Views are proud to present our first issue of  the New Year, and hope that it finds
you and yours as well as it finds us.

Enjoy!



INSIDE

COVER
This year, eight lucky Hoover seniors
have had the opportunity to partici-
pate in the Aultman Academy, a

program made up
of 35 students
from area high
schools that
gives first-hand

experience to young
people who plan to find work in

hospitals after college.
See page 22
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ON THE COVER...
Senior Kelsie Phillips does a hands-on
exercise for the Aultman Academy.
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!Four girls from the Aultman Academy (Christine Volgelgesang, Beth Motter,
Hannah Ronning and Melanie Thompson) head home after a day filled of
hands-on learning.
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NEWS

BY KRISTEN MOONEY Staff Writer
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Board member
leaves Hoover, not
North Canton

Behind every great person, there are
even more great people. Behind Aristotle,

there was Plato. Behind the Mar-

lins is manager Jack McKeon.  Behind
the North Canton City School District is
the North Canton Board of Education.
Behind the Board, there is Tim Schiltz.
For the past 13 and a half years, Dr. Tim
Schiltz has served on the North Canton
City Schools Board of Education. He re-
tired from the board Dec. 31, 2003, yet
still stays involved in many facets of
North Canton.

Schiltz has been involved in the North
Canton City Schools District for most of
his life.  Schiltz graduated from Hoover
High School, and then studied political
science at Muskingham College.  He de-
cided to further his education in the po-
litical sciences by receiving a masters
and Ph.D. at Vanderbilt University in

Nashville, Tenn. After teaching political
science at a university for six years, he
moved back to North Canton, accepting
the position of V.P. of Human Resources
at the Hoover Company. Schiltz’s chil-
dren attended Hoover High School as
well.

“I enjoy being successful, and North
Canton is a successful community,”
Schiltz said.  He is very appreciative of

the involvement
of the City of
North Canton in its
affairs.

After participat-
ing in campaigns
concerning the
schools, Schiltz
was appointed to a
seat on the Board
of Education, serv-
ing for one and a
half years.  He en-
joyed being on the
board and ran for a
seat when his ap-
pointed position
terminated. How-
ever, after losing

his seat, he realized how much he valued
his position.

“I realized that I really did want to be
on the board, so I ran again in 1991 and
more actively pursued [the position],”
Schiltz said.

Schiltz was elected, and served on the
board for 12 years, consecutively.  He
spent four years as Vice President, and
four as President.

While on the board, Schiltz had to vote
on many major decisions concerning the
school district, but said that some were
more difficult to make.

“[The board decides] when to have a
levy, when to renovate schools, starting
times, class times, and other major deci-
sions,” Schiltz said. “The board is re-

sponsible for major policy, and a good
board member knows the difference be-
tween their job and the job of the super-
intendent.”

Schiltz said that the expansion of
Hoover High School was one of the most
gratifying experiences he had while on
the board.

“From getting the issue passed, from
design to making the final project hap-
pen, it was a lot of work, but a lot of fun,”
he said.

Fellow Board of Education members
say that Schitz carried a lot of the burden
of the addition to the high school.

“I think he’s largely responsible for
the bond levy,” board member Nancy
Bundy said. “He wants things done for
the good of the school district.”

Bundy looked up to Schiltz while serv-
ing on the Board of Education with him.

“Tim is just a sterling example of in-
tegrity and leadership,” she said. “He was
always able to see the big picture, and
he never toots his own horn.”

Schiltz felt similar respect for all the
members of the Board of Education.

“I have never had to question the mo-
tives of members.  That is going to con-
tinue to be true,” Schiltz said. “The com-
munity has been very fortunate to have
these people [on the board] serve. The
board is also fortunate, because we have
a great professional staff, students, par-
ents and especially respectable high
school students.”

After volunteering countless hours to
the Board, Schiltz decided to retire.

“It was just time,” Schiltz said. “Our
youngest [child] graduated in 1998.  The
fewer kids I knew, the more distant I felt,”
Schiltz said. “I knew it was time for some-
one else who had a closer relationship
with the schools.  There were many quali-
fied people, and I didn’t want to stand in
their way.”

"See SCHILTZ, p. 10

! Dr. Tim Schiltz sits at his desk where he worked as Hoover
company’s VP of Human Rescources and also served 13 years
on the North Canton City School Board.  Schiltz retired from the
board in December.
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BY ADELE VERGIS Staff Writer

!V

Insults are not foreign to high
schools.  Insults about vacuum clean-
ers, however, are less likely.  Whereas it
is commonplace for most schools to be
the butt of school color or mascot  jokes,
Hoover has, on top of these, the unique
opportunity to be the butt of every
vacuum cleaning spar its rivals can throw
at them.  Because Hoover’s name is the
schools most obvious tie to the Hoover
company, it is easy for students to for-
get the real value of the corporation to
the community.

This summer, however, the value of
the Hoover company was brought to the
attention of North Canton’s citizens as
the company’s 95th year was expected
to be its last.  According to Hoover presi-
dent Tom Briatico the company was be-
ing challenged by international compa-
nies in China, Malaysia, Korea, and
Mexico.

“We needed some flexibility in man-
aging the business [such as health care
costs] in order to offset the competition,”
Briaticao added.

Determined to keep jobs in North Can-
ton, Briatico and union president James
Repace led a reworking of contracts in
order to give the company needed flex-
ibility while keeping Hoover in the city.

To show the council’s appreciation,
mayor Tom Rice declared the 15th and
16th of December days in recognition of
the union and the company respectively.

“Had [the contract] not been re-
worked, most likely we would have lost a
lot of jobs.  It’s critical that those two
entities came together and I just wanted
to publicly acknowledge their contribu-
tion to the community,” Rice said.

Also, the impact of saving the Hoover
company is huge according to Rice be-
cause if the company had left not only
would jobs be lost, but taxes would be
raised and city services such as educa-
tion would suffer.

“It had real far reaching effects on the
community,” he added.

In agreement with Rice, Repace also
feels that both the workers of the Hoover
Company and members of the commu-
nity are effected by this decision.

“As far as the workers of the Hoover
company, I think they are very, very
happy to maintain their employment,”
Repace said.  “For the community, it was
a wonderful, wonderful thing that the
Hoover company is going to be around
for more years to come.”

The recognition, sponsored by City
Council, included recognition at the city
hall meeting on Dec. 15th and subsequent
speeches given by Repace, Rice, and
Briatico.

According to Rice, the honors given
to the IBEW union and
the Hoover company
are similar to the recog-
nition that was given to
the girls basketball
team two years ago
when it won the state
championship.

“It is something that
the mayor does in a city
on almost a routine basis...various
events like that take place and we try to
do this for recognition,” Rice added.

In attendance at the recognition,
Hoover junior Megan Zahorec, who was
previously unaware of the problems re-
garding the Hoover company, felt that
the atmosphere conveyed a lot of grati-
tude for the efforts to keep the jobs in
North Canton.

“The president said what an honor it
was to continue the company,” she said.
“Also [the council] was saying how [
Hoover and IBEW] worked so hard and
sacrificed so much for the community.”

As well as the efforts of city council,
the Hoover company was also honored
by the North Canton chamber of com-
merce, the YMCA, and at a Hoover var-
sity basketball game.  The YMCA and

basketball recognition honored the work
of the Union and the company in keep-
ing Hoover in North Canton, while the
chamber of commerce gave the company
a banner noting their 95 years in the city.

Of the recognition, both Briatico and
Repace were privileged and modest .

“I was just overwhelmed and
humbled, and it was quite an honor,”
Repace said.  “I give credit to the com-
munity for all their support, the union
members for their time and voting for this,
and all who assisted, the union commit-
tee and company committee.”

According to Briatico, the recognition
was a nice gesture, but he insisted
that the real honor goes to the com-
munity.

“The whole commu-
nity has been very
nice to work with,” he

said.  “Coming here as an outsider, North
Canton is a special place to be.”

Zahorec felt that community support
was apparent in the attitude and atten-
dance at this special city council meet-
ing.

“There were a lot more people there
than there was usually at the city coun-
cil meeting,” she said.  “Also, many of
the people that were present at the rec-
ognition for the Hoover company left
before they started the regular meeting.
I think that shows they were there to sup-
port the company.”

As the entire city of North Canton
enters the new year, Rice hopes the
Hoover company will stay in the commu-
nity where it will help the city grow.

“They’ve been here for 95 years...we
want them here for many more,” he said.



Winter formal still ‘sweet’
BY SARAH UPPERMAN Staff Writer
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Budding flowers, excessive amounts
of chocolate, and spending time with sig-
nificant others
are typically as-
sociated with
the February 14
h o l i d a y ,
Valentine’s Day.

In past years
Hoover students have also related
Valentine’s Day with strapping on their
dancing shoes, getting dressed up in
their formal attire, and hitting the com-
mons dance floor at the winter dance
entitled Sweetheart’s.  This year, because
of a date change, Sweetheart’s has been
and renamed.

The January 24 date of this year’s
winter dance was determined at the end
of last school year, and as a result, ad-
viser Ms. Malissa Snyder and student
council members brainstormed ideas for
changing the dance title.

Deciding upon a new title included
suggestions for names from students and
staff alike.

“Determining the name of the dance
brought new people to the student coun-
cil meetings,” Student Council Vice Presi-
dent Megan Liber said.  “There were a
lot of people interested in re-naming the
dance.”

In order to allow students to contem-
plate possible dance names, a meeting
was held to propose new titles.  The
members then voted upon thier favorites.
Ultimately, the dance was titled “Winter
Formal.”

Snyder hopes that the new name
change will also encourage more people
not to feel obligated to bring a date to
the dance.

“The previous title Sweetheart’s gave
many students the impression that they
had to attend with their boyfriend or girl-
friend,” Snyder said.  “With the name
change, we hope that students realize
that they can go by themselves and still
have a great time.”

Despite the name change, senior Dan

Lenzer still associates the dance with
Valentine’s Day.

“Whatever the dance is called, I think
that people understand the concept of

the dance, and won’t want to go stag,”
Lenzer said.

But the name of the dance isn’t the
only new feature at this year’s Winter For-
mal.  A new layout of dance festivities
has been devised which include; a coat
checking system, a row of chairs sur-
rounding the exterior of the commons,
and moving pictures to the track in the
gym.

“Our main concern is that we want to

be able to provide a pleasant evening and
safe environment for our students,”
Snyder said.

For chaperones to enforce a secure
environment, students will recognize
changes as they enter the Winter For-
mal.  Upon walking in, those attending
will be greeted with a team of adults, who
will check in coats, purses, and other
valuables.

“By having an organized system stu-
dents won’t have to worry about their
possessions, which will allow them to
concentrate on having an enjoyable
time,” Snyder said.

Despite the name change and new
organizational techniques taking place,
the Winter Formal will offer an evening
similar to the atmosphere of Sweetheart’s.

“We’re not changing the dance,”
Liber said. “We’re just changing the
name.”

“We’re not changing the dance.
We’re just  changing the name.”

- MEGAN LIBER, 11
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Hahn plays chess in Chicago
BY STEVE AQUINO Staff Writer
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Neiss leaves school, memories
BY SEAN BHAGAT Staff Writer

Senior Jacob Hahn has what he calls a
“divine gift.”

That is, a gift for beating up on his
opponents whenever he enters a chess
tournament.

“The sweet nectar of kicking chess
booty was a gift brought down [to me]
from the Greek Gods,” Hahn said, “given
to the people as a gift of passion and
delight.”

Hahn felt the delight of “kicking chess
booty” when he and members of the
middle school chess team traveled to
Chicago to compete at the US Chess Fed-
eration National Scholastic Chess Tour-
nament held Dec.12-14.

Hahn, the lone representative from
Hoover’s Chess Club, placed second in
the twelfth-grade division and – out of
nearly 1,200 competitors – tied for 19
overall.

However, as well as the numbers show
he competed, Hahn feels that he could
have faired even better against the com-
petition, which he rates as “top of the
line.”

“I played pretty average,” he said. “I
could have done a lot better, but I wasn’t

really in the mood for the massive pillag-
ing of my opponents.”

Senior Chris Kier, a member of Chess
Club, felt that Hahn played better than
just average and wasn’t surprised at
Hahn’s placing.

“Jacob is the Chess Club,” Kier said.
“He’s the best we’ve got. [Taking 19th]
isn’t the same as first place, but it is cer-
tainly a lot better than the other 1,180
kids that were there.”

Senior Seth Johnson, another mem-
ber of Chess Club, agreed.

“I wasn’t surprised at all at how well
Jake did,” Johnson said. “At Hoover, he
is pretty much unrivaled in chess. He
loves the game for what people usually
can’t see in it. He knows there’s much
more to it than being just a game.”

Hahn believes that his going to a na-
tional tournament and placing as highly
as he did will help motivate members of
Chess Club who “show up and play regu-
larly but never go to tournaments.”

“The tournament experience is what
playing chess is all about,” he said.
“Chess Club is merely a preparation area
for the tournament abyss.”

Kier believes that club members do
not go to tournaments because, simply

put, they don’t have the patience enough
to go through with the learning experi-
ence that tournaments sometimes are.

“You have some people who go to
tournaments and don’t like it because
they don’t feel that they’re that great at
chess,” Kier said. “People don’t like to
lose, even though that’s the only way to
get better.”

More than Hahn’s high placing at the
tournament in Chicago, Kier thinks that
if there were more support from the ad-
ministration to nurture the younger, less-
experienced members of Chess Club,
Hoover would see itself sending even
more students to tournaments of such
scale and the Chess Club would see it-
self receiving even more recognition.

“I think the school needs to give more
money to all sports that aren’t athleti-
cally based. If they did, the Chess Club
would have more money to buy boards
and go to more tournaments,” Kier said.

Hahn agrees.
“The administration did give us some

money this year, but it really wasn’t
enough,” Hahn said. “We need enough
money so that the team will be able to travel
more, and then we would be able to com-
pete more and get more respect.”

Monday morning, 7 a.m., as students
and staff at Greentown prepare for an-
other day at school one familiar face is
missing, Mr. Paul Neiss, the leader and
face of Greentown Elementary for over
15 years. Neiss retired after being princi-
pal at Greentown since 1988.

Neiss is retiring to spend more time
with his family, as well as more time to
devote to his hobby of carpentry.

“I had more than 35 years in educa-
tion. It was time to look at other oppor-
tunities, and time to explore life,” Neiss
said.

Inspired by his fifth-grade teacher,
Neiss has been a principal at the Middle
School and at Canton South.  He is re-
membered for his efforts to help
Greentown, and to instill his work ethic
in students.

“Mr. Neiss was best known for
his hard work,” Superintendent
Thomas Shoup said.  “He also al-
ways looked for bargains,
whether it was for a chalkboard,
or for new cabinets at  the
school.”

Neiss’ drive to improve the
school came at a pivotal time for
not only the school, but also for
the community.

“Greentown during the 1990s,
had a big increase in student en-
rollment, therefore it was neces-
sary to have two additions to the
school, one of eight classrooms,
and the other of four class-
rooms,” Shoup said.

Neiss will take his work ethic, and
his love for cars and mechanics to
Daytona for two months.

! Mr. Paul Neiss (right) stands next to his replacement
Mr. Larry Marvin at a retirement celebration held in his
honor. Neiss retired in December after 15 years as prin-
cipal.
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While most students were probably
sleeping at 7 a.m. Dec. 13, the Academic
Challenge Team was getting ready to
participate in the recording of a game
show that went off air approximately
six years ago.  “Academic Challenge”
is being brought back to News Channel
5 this year. Three Hoover students were
able to show their academic skills on
this new, but old, game show.

Seniors Andrew Beppler,  Sam
Clevenger and Chris Kier were chosen
to participate in the game show.  Coach
Debra Wiley took seniority into con-
sideration when choosing who would
compete.

“I tried to balance their strengths,”
Wiley said.

Both Clevenger and Wiley were im-
pressed with the outcome and felt that
they did very well.

“We did as well as we could have.
Technically, we got third place, which
is last, but we still did well,” Clevenger
said.

Clevenger thought that answering
the questions was not really the diffi-
cult part, but buzzing in was.

“Except for a few science questions,
it was just how quickly you buzzed in.
That is what it was more about,”
Clevenger said.

At the beginning of the taping of
the show, all of the schools were buzz-
ing in before Adam Shapiro, the host,
even finished asking the questions.

Host Shapiro was friendly with the
audience and competitors.

“I thought he was very professional.
He read well and was nice to the stu-
dents,” Wiley said.

Shapiro also joked around with the
audience when the competitors buzzed
in after he had only finished reading
the words “how” or “what.”

“It’s not academic challenge, it’s
physic challenge,” Shapiro said.

Wiley felt that it was a fun experi-
ence and would like to compete again
in the future.

“I would like to participate as often
as we are invited,” she said.

The challenge:

The show airs tomorrow on Channel 5
at 6:30 p.m.

Test your academic skills and watch your class-
mates compete in an intellectual showdown.

! (Above) Senior Ryan
Cornell cheers on the aca-
demic challenge team as
they compete in News
Channel Five’s game
show, “Academic Chal-
lenge.” !The team con-
sists of senior members
Sam Clevenger, Andy
Beppler, and Chris Kier.
!The team finished third
in the competition and
thought that they per-
formed well.  If invited,
academic challenge ad-
viser, Mrs. Debra Wiley
says that they would
gladly attend the compe-
tition again next year.

Academic Challenge Team
competes in game show
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Creative talent was rewarded as
Hoover art students brought home a com-
bined 20 awards after the 2004 Scholas-

tic Art Show. The award ceremony, held
Jan. 17 at the Cultural Center in Canton,
celebrated a showcase of 200 selected
pieces of artwork from the surrounding
six-county area. Chosen from over 4500
pieces in categories ranging from draw-
ing to design, the Regional Scholastic
Committee awarded the select pieces with

honorable mentions, silver keys, gold
keys, and scholarships.

Senior Emily Carson was surprised
with her silver key award for her mixed
media piece depicting insanity.

“It all happened so fast,”
she said. “I feel good about
[the award]. It’s nice to know
people thought my art was
good.”

Art teacher Mrs. Janet
Baran describes the show as
a chance for her students to
receive recognition for their
hard work.

“It’s an opportunity to
have the kids who may not
be involved in other activi-
ties to get an award,” she
said.

In addition to the gold
key awards, the students
will have their work sent to
New York for national judg-
ing and to compete for
awards and scholarship

money. Senior Doug Miller, a gold key
winner for his photography portfolio that
was submitted, will have his portfolio in
the competition.

“[Having this opportunity] makes me
feel proud,” he said. “You put so much
time, effort, and thought into your work.
If someone can look at it and get some

type of inspiration from it or if they get
something out of it, it’s a real self-esteem
booster.”

Baran, who has served on the Scho-
lastics Regional Committee for the last
five years, was responsible for selecting
“quality work” from all of her art classes
to send for judging. Each school was able
to select up to 35 pieces of work for the
competition.

“We have a smaller curriculum com-
pared to other schools because we have
a wide range of mediums to cover. So it’s
hard for our students to compete against
schools who have in-depth studies for a
whole year,” she said. “But I am always
really pleased with how our students do
at this show.”

Art teacher Mr. Chris Triner selected
15 of his students’ pieces to submit for
the art show and 12 of those pieces re-
ceived awards.

“That’s a pretty good ratio,” he said.
“The kids did well and I was very proud
of them. They worked hard this year.”

Baran said she was also pleased with
the Hoover students’ performance
against the other regional schools con-
sidering this year’s Scholastic Art Show
was extremely impressive.

“It was a very strong show…the
strongest I’ve seen in a long time,” Baran
said. “The other regional shows don’t
even compare.”

BYCHRISTEN MISANIK Staff Writer

all he has done for the community.”
While Marvin and McDougal both

have experience and knowledge in the
field, they will have big shoes to fill.

“I remember that Mr. Neiss always
seemed to be involved with the students
and teachers,” junior Grace Heinlein said.
“He always seemed to be nice, and I never
heard of anyone saying he was mean.”

Neiss admits that he will miss certain
aspects of Greentown, which he won’t be
able to experience retired.

“I know I’ll miss the staff and all the
students, but I know I won’t miss all the
paperwork it took to run the school. But
overall it was undoubtedly a great experi-
ence,” Neiss said. “My most lasting expe-
rience will be the great community support
which kept me going all those years.”s

NEISS
(continued from p. 7)

SCHILTZ
(continued from p. 4)

Although Schiltz is not on the Board
anymore, he still is active in the schools
and community.  He is on the boards of
the YMCA, North Canton Medical Foun-
dation and Maytag Basketball Classic.
Schiltz also plans to attend graduation.

“He loves graduation.  Basically,
that’s what we are here for: to get you
guys graduated,” Bundy said.

When not working or going to meet-
ings, Schiltz plans to spend time with his
grandchildren.

“I’m spending more time playing with
them… and seeing my children,” he said.

Although Schiltz is no longer on the
Board of Education, he will still be known
throughout North Canton.

“Everybody respects Tim Schiltz,”
Bundy said.
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Scholastic Art Awards Won By Hoover Students Since ‘98

Gold Keys            Silver Keys      Bronze Keys

! Awards are given out for outstanding pieces with the
gold key being the highest honor, followed by silver and
bronze consecutively.

“We’re fortunate to have Mrs.
McDougal and Mr. Marvin. Both have
been former principals.  Mr. Marvin was
the principal at Greentown to 1985, and
Mrs. McDougal is a former elementary
school principal,” Shoup said, “but it will
be difficult to replace [Neiss], because of

“I’ll be busy with retirement. I’ll be park-
ing cars at the Daytona Speedway, for the
next few weeks,” Neiss said, “I’m enjoy-
ing my retirement so far. It’s great to get
away and relax.”

While Neiss has retired and moved on
with his life, Greentown is still buzzing with
students and activity.  The school board
has named Mr. Larry Marvin as the tempo-
rary principal, and Mrs. Margie McDougal
as the principal for the 2004-2005 school
year.
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Symphonic Band will go
to Bowling Green today to
participate in a music
conference. They will also
get a chance to hear a
collegiate band play.

The National Honor
Society has two pro-
grams that recently
completed 12 weeks of
tutoring students in
grades 3 through 8.
NHELP (National Honor
Extended Learning
Program) and CLASP
(Clearmount After School
Program) will start again
in early February.

Mrs. Molly Meister and
Mr. Todd Henne are
now National Board
Certified Teachers after
meeting the standards set
by the Board of Directors
of the National Board for
Professional Teaching.

HVMA is planning its
reverse raffle Feb. 17 and
introducing a new theme
this year. The party will be
set up like a casino to
make the raffle more
interesting.

The Canton Players
Guild is currently
performing “Proof.” The
play stars David Canary, a
six-time Emmy winner
and Massilion native. The
play will show through
Jan. 25.

Video Productions II
students get credit hours
at The University of Akron
because they are ad-
vanced, according to Nick
Novotny.

Mr. Chuck Reigler, a
Hoover math teacher, is
an NEA Director working

to implement a strategy to
repeal the laws theat
unfairly reduce Social
Security benefits of
educators and other public
employees, according to an
article in Ohio Schools
magazine.

The Speech and Debate
team placed sixth overall
in the Canton South
Tournament. Kavita
Betkerur, Samanthat
Simpson, Adele Vergis,
Kathryn Schneider and
Sarah Upperman all placed
in Individual events. Kavita
Betkerur also placed first in
the Mckinley Holiday
Tournament.

The Tri-Star Cafe held
lucheons for retired
teachers and Good
Shepard Church this past
December. This has been a
custom for the last 15
years, according to Mrs.
Connie Campos, culinary
arts instructor.

Eight graders and their
parents will have a meeting
about High School sched-
uling Feb. 2. Teachers will
be there to answer ques-
tions about their respective
departments and students
will answer questions
about High School clubs
and organizations.

The Vocational office
led an Adopt-A-Family
drive this past Christmas
season along with Mrs.
Alverez’s and Mrs. Miller’s
classes. The office col-
lected $140 in gift certifi-
cates.

The Academic Booster
Club announced that 500
students attended the
Academic Awards Cer-
emony. The club is getting
ready for scholarships and
VIP parking passes will
come out the first semester.

Power Outage surprises
students with day off

!Sophomore Jen Howes, Senior Heather Josif and Junior
Allahna Esber make a human parabola. They participated in
this event for Mr. Kreis’s 12th period Honors Precalculus class.

On Jan. 13, many students
woke up to a big surprise:
School was canceled but their
wasn’t an inch of snow on the
ground.

Principal Mr. Anthony
Pallija was told that one of the
transformers outside the high
school blew at about 9:30
Monday night, leaving the
newer part of the building with-
out electricity and heat.

Electric company service-
men were called and they de-
termined the problem could
not be fixed before school the
next day.

Once the descision was
made to cancel school, all of
the teachers were called at
about 10 p.m. Since teachers
have many of the students’
email addresses, they were
encouraged to contact their
students, according to Pallija.

Mr. Thomas Shoup, the
superintendent, informed the
local radio stations and televi-
sion stations, but ran into a
problem.

“There was a Cavs game on
WHBC... so they couldn’t

make the announcement un-
til 11 p.m.,” Pallija said.

Though many steps were
taken to tell students, some
still came to school.

“How do you communi-
cate to 2,000 people at 10
o’clock a night that there is
no school?”  Pallija said.

Junior Jenamarie Ianni
was one student that was
unfortunate enough to have
missed the announcement.
As she pulled into the
school and saw the Sopho-
more and Junior parking lot
empty, a school administra-
tor stopped her.

“He said that the trans-
former blew and there wasn’t
any power to the building,”
Ianni said.

Power was restored to
the building about 4:30 that
day, ending students hopes
of a second day off.

After standing out in the
cold, Pallija got the impres-
sion that the students were
not unhappy.

“We probably stopped
100-some cars of students,”
Pallija said. “Not one stu-
dent was disappointed.”

DOMINIC REOLFI
Staff Writer
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On the job:
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BY SARA BARR Staff Writer
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! (Left) Senior Sonya Rodgers adjusts
a fruit display at the North Canton Gi-
ant Eagle.  Students involved with the
special education program travel to
Giant Eagle on Tuesdays to work in
different sections of the store.
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National Honor Society members at
Hoover High School are required to
complete 10 hours of community service
each semester.  Students in Mrs. Carla
Phelps’ and Mrs. Julie Frakes’ special
education class complete 12 times this
amount, averaging 120 hours of service
to the community during the same time
span.

This year, the students began working
at Giant Eagle and Walsh College four
days a week from 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
as training for their “work study” class.
Unlike the typical job, though, the
students do not get paid for their work.

“It’s nice because the community has
given so much to us,” said Phelps, who
initiated ideas for the program last
summer and, along with Frakes, travels
with the students to their jobs. “It’s nice
that [the kids] can give back to it.”

According to Phelps, the students not
only get the opportunity to “give back”
to the community through this program,
but also to learn valuable life skills. In
previous years, teaching of these skills
had been restricted to the confines of the
classroom. Phelps believes that working

in the community has “opened up a
whole bunch of doors” for the students.

The students work on Monday,
Wednesday and Thursday at the David
Campus building at Walsh University.

“Walsh University is blessed to have
the opportunity to work with such a
dedicated group of students,” said John
Schissler, Buildings and Facilities
Manager at Walsh. “They are a fine
representation of our community and a
welcome relief to our staff.”

Rather than taking a school bus to the
University, the kids are picked up by the
Sarta bus, an experience Phelps believes
to have given the kids “real-life
experience” with public transportation;
an important understanding for their
futures.

“Riding the Sarta has put a lot of
responsibility on them,” she said,
explaining that the kids must be
responsible for being on time for the bus
as well as keeping track of their tickets.

Once at Walsh, the students work to
clean the rooms of the David building.

“I like to clean [the building],” said
junior Ann Albright, who described the
job as “a lot of fun.”

According to Schissler, the students

“complete orders for supplies” and fill
out repair request forms in addition to
their custodial work.

 “The students have learned to clean
the facility in a most efficient manner,”
Schissler said.

The students receive a 10-minute
break, a time in which they may buy
snacks with money they have brought
along or play games in the game room.
They have learned to buy their pop in
Hoover’s Commons before leaving, as it
is 50 cents cheaper, an observation

! (Below) Senior Chris Brush loads a
grocery cart with bags of food.  Brush
assisted shoppers with their groceries
while working at Giant Eagle.

"See SPECIAL, p.13

Work-study program
benefits students, community
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everyday
“The class is just about

life experiences.”
-Mrs. Carla Phelps, Teacher

Phelps noted as one of the many learning
experiences gained through the program.

On Tuesdays, the students ride the
Sarta to Washington Square’s Giant
Eagle, where they work in the produce
department and are responsible for
stocking produce that is low.

“It’s fun,” said senior Sonya Rodgers,
who enjoys the “easy” task of stocking
apples. Rodgers also said that she has
made many new friends through her job,
and would like to continue to work at the
store next year.

Once the students have completed a
task, they report to the produce manager
for another assignment, which Phelps
says will range from “stocking apples to
putting out bags of carrots.”

Phelps, stressing the goal of
responsibility, says that each student is
responsible for making sure that they
have completed their tasks before “break
time.”

After they are done working, the
students receive a 10-minute break.
During the break they have the
opportunity to buy a snack at Giant
Eagle, and, according to Phelps, often

take advantage of the store’s “endless”
snack options.

Once they have re-fueled, the
students grocery shop for food needed
to prepare the class’ weekly meal, which
they take turns planning each Friday. The
students search the
n e w s p a p e r
each week for
specials on
certain food items, and
have the opportunity to
shop for class groceries
individually or in a small
group on Tuesdays.

Their speech and language
instructor, Mrs. Lori Bentz, accompanies
the students shopping, allowing them to
improve their communication skills in a
social setting.

Upon returning to Hoover after work,
the students spend the afternoon taking
their academic classes. Phelps hopes to
have the kids take these classes in the
morning next year, allowing them to
spend the afternoon working and
hopefully riding the Sarta back to their
own homes.

“We would like to move even more
towards independence,” Phelps said.

Both Phelps and the students realize
that there is always room for
improvement, but are pleased with the
success the program has provided them
with this year.

“The class is just about everyday life
experiences,” Phelps said. “It’s good for
both the community and the kids.”

Schissler looks forward to the program
bringing continuing success to Walsh
University in the future.

“We welcome their efforts and hope to
enjoy an extended relationship into the
future,” Schissler said. “They truly are a
group of hard-working individuals that
make up a productive team [and] have a
great impact on our campus and staff.”

SPECIAL
(Continued from p.12)

BY BETH SIMMERMAN Staff Writer
While programs like Mrs. Carla

Phelps’ and Mrs. Julie Frakes’ “work
study” class at Hoover introduce the
students into the work place, the time
eventually comes for some to take their
career preparation a step further.  This
is when the student and his or her fam-
ily meet with a professional, like Genny
Epling, a vocational rehabilitation
counselor for the Bureau of Vocational
Rehabilitation.

According to Epling, the BVR is a
state agency that trains and prepares
those with disabilities for employment
helps them decide what kind of career
they want and places them into actual

positions.
Though the agency is open to all

ages, Epling generally aids persons of
high school age into jobs.  She hopes
that most special needs students be-
gin employment after high school and
feels it would benefit them to do so.

“I believe most of the people I have
met that have mental retardation want
to work,” Epling said.

Epling recently helped 2003 Hoover
graduate Anne Simmerman find em-
ployment with a community work expe-
rience crew that does janitorial services
for Malone College.

Anne’s mother, Karen Simmerman,
believes that working benefits her

daughter in ways beyond making
money.

“At home she’s not very active, so
she really needs to be out moving
around,” Simmerman said.  “It’s good for
her to be out around people because she
misses the social contact of high school.”

And being around people is the part
that Anne Simmerman enjoys most.

“I love being social to people I meet,”
she said.

Not only has employment helped
Anne meet new people, it has also helped
her feel like she fits in.

“I feel like I’m one of them now, one
of the people,” she said.
Anne Simmerman is the writer’s sister.
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Special jobs after high school
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Students in gifted
programs have
extra opportunities
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"See REACH, p.15

Just out of ‘Reach’

Few subjects bring about such differ-
ing opinions within the educational com-
munity as the purpose and means of
gifted and talented programs existing
within school districts. Beginning in the
early 1950s, gifted and talented programs
have continually sparked debates within
student populations.

Like most gifted/talented programs,
the North Canton School District uses a
standardized test to measure intelligence
and thus admittance into the program.

Students are tested during the second,
fifth and seventh grades and any stu-
dent may request an additional testing
period at any time during their tenure in
the school district.

In order to be invited to participate in
the gifted/talented program, students in
North Canton must receive a score of 126
on the ability/cognitive test (Otis Lennon
Test) in conjunction with a score of 95
on the standardized math or reading
achievement tests (Stanford or Metro-
politan). Contrary to a popularly held
belief, The Ohio Department of Educa-
tion has ruled that admittance to gifted/
talented programs cannot be based upon
proficiency test scores.

 Following admittance to the program,
a student does not need to re-apply or
re-submit test scores at any time; their
spot in the program is secure for their
entire career.

As the program has continued to
evolve since Reach’s creation in 1995, so
has the manner in which students are
identified for acceptance.  Director of
Gifted/Talented Services, Mrs. Oplinger
said that the method in place now incor-
porates more students and lends itself
to not leaving qualified students behind.

“It used to be that a student could get
dismissed from the program after not

scoring high enough,” Oplinger said.
“Now the state says that once, a student
is in, they are always in.”

Although seemingly simple, the
manner in which the program selects
students is often met with criticism by
students who feel they have been
overlooked, by a test that narrowly
measures ones intelligence and aptitude.
Senior Matt Ricciardi, who said that he
would decline to be in Reach if offered
the chance, said that the selection
process does little to find the true
intellectuals within the student body.

“[The standardized test] proves noth-
ing about ones ability,” Ricciardi said.
“It’s the schools ploy to show off their
smart kids who performed well on their
standardized tests.”

On the contrary, sophomore Ashley
Waldorff, who has been involved with
the Reach program for two years, be-
lieves that the current system works effi-
ciently.

 “Standardized tests are an overall test
of intelligence. They assure that you’re
able to leave school and still make up the
work, as well as having a willingness to
expand your potential,” Waldorff said.

No stranger to the debate that occurs
between students, Oplinger quickly of-
fers defense for the current testing sys-
tem. Oplinger said there is some flexibil-
ity as to which test the student may com-
plete.

“It gets kids that we might have
missed otherwise, but it also leaves out
some students that maybe don’t test
well,” Oplinger said. “We can base it on
more than one test if necessary.”

Mrs. Charlene Ellis, who works directly
with students in the gifted/talented pro-
gram said that although the system has
its flaws, it is the best manner in which
students could be tested for general
gifted qualities.

“I think it does [probably] leave some
[qualified] students out. We test a very
small aspect of being considered gifted,”
Ellis said.

The Reach program, which consists
of 110 students in grades nine through
11, is the largest group within the pro-
gram and is under the direction of both
Ellis and Oplinger.  Activities within
Reach consist of field trips to various
educational destinations in the area that
emphasize the arts and sciences, as well
as music.

“I give the students experiences they
would not normally have, or maybe they
would have been delayed until later in
life,” said Ellis, who has worked in the
school district for 14 years. “I like to see
the kids have some interaction with their
intellectual peers; stimulation from oth-
ers within their same range.”

Entering into her second year of Reach
trips, Waldorff says that the experiences
are interesting and worthwhile.

“I like going to the trips and the places
I wouldnt normally get to go,” Waldorff
said. “You get to expand on things that
you’re interested in.”

The field trips however are often met
with criticism from faculty and staff over
the time the students are missing in the
classroom. Oplinger said that for the most
part teachers and staff have been coop-
erative.

“Our biggest complaint comes from
faculty concerned about students not
being able to make up their missed work
in time, but all of them are fully capable
of this,” Oplinger said.

Honors biology teacher and depart-
ment chair, Ann Sowd, said that there are
always issues with students completing
missed work and Reach students are no
different.

“[Missing work] is always the case,”
Sowd said. “I don’t think there has been
a problem out of the ordinary, nothing
that Mrs. Oplinger has not addressed.”

With so many students participating
in Reach, and many more students par-
ticipating at the lower levels of educa-
tion, one must pose the question: Is the
program successful? Ellis believes that
the programs growth and the demand
from students vividly display the gifted/
talented programs’ successes.

“We have dramatically increased par-
ticipation. Early on kids were apprehen-
sive as to whether they would be singled

experiences“I give the students
they would not normally have.”

-Mrs. Charlene Ellis
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Reaching out
BY TIFFANY BADER Staff Writer

Volunteers are always needed.  But
volunteers who want to be needed are
far more valuable to those needing help.
Some people volunteer because they are
forced to through community service.
Fortunately, Reach 11 students want to
volunteer.

Once a month, the students volunteer
at a Salvation Army Soup Kitchen in Can-
ton.

They go on the last Monday of the
month, when welfare has run out for
many of the less fortunate.

Hoover students have been going to
the soup kitchen for the last four years.
Mrs. Charlene Ellis started taking the stu-
dents there because a good friend of
hers, Pam Gault, started the kitchen.  Gault
just recently retired.  The students used
to also go to Aultman Hospital but due
to changes in her schedule, Ellis could
no longer continue doing both.

She feels strongly about continuing
to send students to the soup kitchen.

“I just don’t want to see the Salvation
Army drop,” she said.

The soup kitchen attracts men and
women who go there to eat.

“If they can walk there, they’ll go,”
junior Allison Arnold said.

The students seem to agree that vol-
unteering at the soup kitchen is a fun
experience.

“It feels good that you’re helping
other people,” junior Robbie Christian
said.

Arnold also sees the benefits from
volunteering.

“I like going because it’s nice to see
how us helping makes them feel bet-
ter,” she said.

While volunteering, students help
out in various ways,but mostly they’re
there just to help in whatever ways
they’re needed.

They’re also there to try and
brighten people’s days.  Ellis said that
the people enjoy talking to the young
students.

“The clients really appreciate the
young people helping,” she said.

Arnold believes that it’s a good thing
to be involved in.

“It’s really nice that Hoover students
are willing to give up their time from
school to help out.”

She also believes that going has
made her more compassionate and has
made her want to help more. Ellis also
thinks there is a lesson to be learned in
volunteering at the kitchen.

“It’s important that people learn to
give something of themselves as a vol-
unteer,” she said.

Reach 11 students are not the only
ones spending time helping out at the
Soup Kitchen, around Christmastime the

Reach 12 students who volunteered  dur-
ing the pervious  year returned. Senior
Jenny Young was among those who de-
cided to go back.

“It was nice to go back to the soup
kitchen again; we got to see a lot of the
same people that worked there last year,
which was fun,” she said.

The students sang Christmas carols
while the people came in to eat.  A lot of
the people seemed to enjoy the music,
according to Young.

“It’s a good feeling volunteering for
stuff like this,” she said. “You’re helping
people who need it and you are really
making a difference in their lives.”

Christian finds it worthwhile to return
to the soup kitchen.

“The reason I would go back is to do
something different, and in doing some-
thing different help people out at the
same time,” he said.

out or looked at as different. Now we
have students coming to us asking to be
tested so they can have a chance to par-
ticipate in Reach.”

Oplinger said that the program has the
ability to take the gifted student out of
the classroom and into real-life experi-
ences.

“We can’t offer the expansive knowl-
edge that the classroom can, but we can
offer enrichment beyond what honors
and advanced placement course do,”
Oplinger said.

Waldorff said that she is pleased with
her choice to be part of the program.

“I took a regular class last year and it
bored me; it got repetitive. It’s good to
get a break with the field trips,” Waldorff
said.

From an outsiders perspective
Ricciardi sees the program as little more
than a podium for excellent test takers.

“I think it’s just for whom the school
feels is talented and the test[s] do not
actually measure the ability of a person,”
Riccairdi said.

As students discuss the validity of
surface level issues involved with Reach,
Mrs. Ellis said the benefits of Reach go
far beyond that of just expanding ones
horizons.

“[I’ve been with] some of the same
kids from 2nd or 3rd grade; kids such as
Jonathan Dieringer and Ian McFarlan. I
think it gives me a chance to see the kids
grow and blossom,” Ellis said.

The program, which has been in ex-
istence for close to 25 years, is continu-
ally looking for ways to improve an al-

ready prosperous program. Oplinger said
that Reach is currently preparing ways
to ready students for the transition they
will make to college.

“Currently, we are doing more for the
college selection process, instead of just
going to visit certain educational ven-
ues,” Oplinger said.

Examining the current Reach program,
Ellis said that if possible she would like
to see significant changes made,  but
overall it’s head and shoulders above
most of the other area gifted/talented pro-
grams.

“If I had it my way, I would be able to
do this full-time, and open the field trips
up to anyone that wanted to expand their
intellectual horizons,” Ellis said. “Some
schools do not even have a gifted and
talented program.”

(Continued from p.14)

!V

REACH

!V




